


















































































































































































































































































































































































1 86 THE THEOSOPHICA L FOR UM. 
This was unanimously adopted. 
At this point the hour for adjournment was reached and the 

Chair declared the proceedings over until 8 : o o  p. m.  

E V E N I NG SESSIO N .  

Long before the evening session was called to order the large 
auditortum was packed to its utmost capacity, fully z oo o  people 
being present. The stage was decorated with a profusion of tall, 
drooping ferns and palms. In the centre was placed -� - bust of 

? Mr. J udge, covered by a veil, which was to be removed later in 
the evening. 

This session was principally for the public and was occupied 
mainly with ten-minute speeches by different representatives of 
Theosophy and the unveiling of the bust of William Q. Judge. 
Dr. J. D. Buck called the meeting to order at 8 : 1  5 · The exer­
cises were opened by instrumental music, and according to the 
program, which had been prepared and copies distributed through­
out the Hall, Dr. Buck delivered the first address, on the 
subject of " International Unity, " Mr. George M. Coffin of Wash­
ington, D. C. , followed on " Evolution ;" Mrs. Alice L. Cleather 
of London, England, gave a brief exposition of " Karma ;" Dr. 
Jerome A. Anderson of San Francisco, Calif. , spoke on " The 
Needs of Humanity ; "  Mr. Frederic J. Dick of Dublin, Ireland, 
explained the meaning and extent of " Reincarnation ;"  Burcham 
Harding briefly outlined the " Mission of the Theosophical So­
ciety ; "  and James M. Pryse took for his subject " Theosophy 
and the Children. "  

A selection was given by the string quartette and the cere­
mony of unveiling the bust of William Q. Judge was then per­
formed. The audience rose and remained standing in silence 
while the veil was removed by Miss Genevieve M. G. Kluge, a 

1 child four and a half  years old, the youngest member in the 
Society. 

Immediately ·following the unveiling Claude Falls Wright 
stepped forward and said that the real Founders of the Theosoph-? ical Society were preparing to found a School for the Revival of 
the Lost Mysteries of Antiquity in which those who had served 
their time in the lesser Mysteries - the discipline of the soul and 
the service of humanity - might enter the greater Mysteries ; and 
that to carry out this purpose funds would be solicited, a suitable 
site procured and buildings erected when the aims and possibili­
ties of such an undertaking should become apparent to those who 
have the power and disposition to carry it into effect, and that 
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this object would be achieved by the Theosophical Society. Mr�: 
P. B. Tingley of New York fol lowed Mr. Wright and made a 
few remarks about the founding of the School. 

The resolutions adopted at the afternoon session on Mr. Judge 
were then read by Judge E. O 'Rourke, of Fort Wayne, Ind. , 
and were receiv�d with applause. Mr. Neresheimer followed 
by reading an address given by Mr. Judge at the World's Fair 
Parliament of Religions on " Brotherhood a Fact in Nature ; "  
Mrs. Julia Campbell Keigh tley of Philadelphia spoke on " Devo­
tion ; "  and Dr. Keightley of London, England, gave a few remin­
iscences of William Q. Judge and paid a tribute to his memory. 

A telegram was then read from Mr. B. 0. Flower, editor of 
the A rena, who was to have given an address on " Brotherhood 
as a Basis for a Permanent Civilization, " saying that owing to 
illness in his family it was impossible for him to be present. 

Mr. Wrigh t gave an address on " Lessons "to be Learned from 
this Convention, " and Mr. Hargrove spoke on ' ' The . Future of 
America, " and said that he knew of his own knowledge that 
the School for the Revival of the Lost Mysteries of Antiquity 
would assuredly be established in America. 

The session was brought to a close by instrumental music. 
The announcement referring to the establishment of a " School 

for the Revival of the Lost Mysteries of Antiquity " was received 
with the liveliest gratification by the members, and at the close of 
the proceedings, in the few moments before leaving the Hall, sev­
eral of those present volunteered subscriptions amounting in all to 
the sum of $4, 250 towards the fund for building such a School. 

FOURTH SESSION,  MONDAY MORNING,  APRIL 27TH. 
The fourth session was held in the Assembly-Room adjoining 

the Concert- Hall , and the proceedings opened with Dr. Buck in 
the chair. The Report of the Committee on By-Laws was taken 
up, it being read by Mr. Wright. The following alterations and 
amendments were proposed and adopted : ( 1 ) By- Law 1 3  was 
made to read, " The President shall be the custodian of all the 
archives and records of the Society, " as the provision that the 
President might " delegate any one or more of his powers to a 
person or persons chosen by himself, " made on account of the ill­
ness of Mr. J udge, was not now necessary. ( 2 )  Between By­
Laws 19 and 20  was added the clause, " The term of office of the 
President shall be three years. " ( 3 )  To By-Law 2 2 where it 
states that the FoRuM, the Or£mtat Department Papers and the 
Branck Departmmt Papers are to be recognized as part of the ac-
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tivities of the Society was added " and Lotus Circle. " ( 4 ) Between 
By-Laws 30 and 31 was inserted, " Branches shall not be charge­
able with the annual dues to Headquarters on the first of January 
for any new member joining the Society within three months im­
mediately preceding the 1 st of January. " ( 5 )  Between By-Laws 
46 and 47 the following was inserted as a new By-Law : " No 
member of the Theosophical Society in America shall promulgate 
or maintain any doctrine as being advanced or advocated by the 
Society. " 

Miss Katherine Hillard then read a paper on " The Lessons of 
a Noble Life. " 

It was announced that a meeting in regard to furthering Lotus 
Circle work would be held in Aryan Hall, 1 44 Madison Ave. , im­
mediately after the adjournment of this session, and that all in­
terested should attend. 

The Committee on Resolutions then reported, Dr. Simpson 
reading the resolutions. 

A resolution to the effect that the T .S. A. should pay to the 
Central States Committee for Theosophical Work $ 1 oo. oo was re­
ferred to the Executive Committee, it being a matter for them to 
decide and no resol�tion being necessary. 

This resolution was then read : 
Resolved, That this Convention recognizes the devoted services rendered 

to the Theosophical Society and the Theosophical Movement by Dr. J. D. 
Buck. 

Resolved, That it desires to place on record its appreciation of the ser­
vices of Dr. Buck, not only in official, but also, and particularly, in a private 
capacity, in that be bas. with his family, made his house a home to all his 
brothers not only in America but to those coming from abroad. 

This resolution was received with great applause. Mr. Har­
grove seconded the resolution and said : 

llfr. Chairman: I beg leave to second that resolution, and I claim a cer­
tain right to do it, inasmuch as I had already proceeded to draft another 
resolution to the same effect. Now, as Dr. Simpson has taken the wind out 
of my sails , I think it only fair that I should have the right to second this 
resolution, because it is to a large extent a matter of feeling. We are all of ns 
famil iar with the home life of Dr. Buck. Many Theosophists from every part 
of the world,  travelling through the States, have been entertained by him. 

1 You all know that such is the case. Certainly I myself know well that his 
· 

home in Cincinnati is in its own way a Theosophical Headquarters, a Theo­
sophical family headquarters, and therefore without further words, because 
we all of us think alike on this point, I beg to most cordially and heartily 
second the resolution which has been moved by Dr. Simpson . [Applause.]  

Dr. Buck said that the happiness of the family depended on 
the wife, that the wife made the home, and that the honors should 
be given to Mrs. Buck. 
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On motion of Mr. Wright, duly seconded, it was ordered that 
the resolution be made to read, ' ' appreciation of the services of 
Dr. and Mrs. Buck. " 

The report of the Committee on Resolutions was then accepted 
and the Committee discharged.  

Mr. Wright proposed that the resolution adopted by the Amer­
ican Societies in 1 893, declaring the disapproval of the Societies 
of giving tuition in occultism and the occul t arts for money con­
sideration be endorsed by this Convention. The resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. Hargrove then said : 
I think that before we adjourn it is only fit and proper that we should say 

one word and move a certain resolution in regard to one of our oldest work�rs. 
One of the workers who, if I may use the phrase, was one of the pillars of 
strong support on which the bridge was built that bas stretched from the 
early days of the Society to the present time, and that is our Secretary at this 
Convention, Mr. Elliott B. Page. 

The audience cheered Mr. Page. Dr. Buck seconded the 
resolution and said : 

Now time is short, and therefore as you all know Mr. Page's services, or 
should know them, J will not say much about him. It is a fact that in those 
early days when the Society was meeting with opposition on all sides, and 
when our way was not as easy as it is to-day, he stuck loyally and strongly by 
Mr. Judge, and, holding office or out of office, has always been the same loyal, 
staunch worker ; and I know that not very long before Mr. Judge died he made 
a special point of entreating Mr. Page to go to Chicago, where the Convention 
was then to be held, in order that he might act as Secretary, and Mr. Judge 
said to me that our Brother Page was really the only man who had ever held 
that office successfully. Therefore I formally move, without any whereases, 
because it is not necessary, that the hearty thanks of this Convention be given 
to Mr. Page for his assistance at · this Convention and for the aid so freely 
rendered by him in the past to the Theosophical Society. Nobody knows so 
well as I do the history of this movement in America, and I do not believe, 
speaking modestly, that anyone knows the truth that is embodied in this resolu­
tion any better than myself. I would testify, as all of the old members know, 
that in those early days one of the strongest workers, one of the most perse­
vering workers in the movement, and when it was entirely unknown, was our 
Brother Page. I therefore take very great pleasure in putting on record this 
recognition of his services. He was not only a servant then, but is a servant 
still. 

The resolution was enthusiastically carried. 
Mr. Hargrove then said : 
Under the Constitution and By-Laws of the Society I am entitled to ap­

point a Secretary as President, and, having made a selection, I would like to 
submit it to you for your approval. You know that hitherto Brother Claude 
Falls Wright has been acting in that capacity, but he has been called to more 
important work, and he tells me and told me some time ago that he would not 
be able to act as Secretary any longer, at least for the present. Now a word 
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or two here. You all of you know more or less of what be has done uunng the 
past year, but I have to inform you of something you may not know, that the 
succcess of this Convention has been very largely due to his work and his 
labor. 

At this the audience rose in their seats and cheered Mr. 
Wright. Mr. Hargrove continued : 

Now evidently further remarks on that point are superfluous, so I will stop 
right here ; but I have to add this : Some one whom you well know, Brother 
Joseph H. Fussell [ audience rose again and cheered Mr. Fussell ] has very 
kindly offered to take his place as Secretary. [ Applause.) As it seems to 
meet with your approval [ laughter ] ,  I need say no more. 

Mr. Fussell : 
· 

I would like to say that I consider it a very great privilege to act under 
Ernest T. Hargrove as my Chief and President of the Theosophical Society. 

Mr. George M. Coffin, of Washington, D. C. , spoke of the 
necessity of work being done in Baltimore, Md. , and suggested 
that lecturers be sent there. Dr. Buck read extracts from a paper 
he had written on " The Latest Science and the Oldest Philoso­
phy. " Mr. W. E. Ostrander, of Denver, Colo. , suggested that 
some of the Pacific Coast lecturers stop on their way home at 
Denver and attend the Truth Congress to be held there May 4th, 
s th and 6th, that the Society might be represented at this Con­
gress. 

Dr. Buck then spoke about the school of occult learning, which 
was mentioned the evening before, with special reference to Ma­
sonry, and then called upon Mr. Wright to give a further explana­
tion of the matter, after which tellers were named to take up 
subscriptions in the hall. The Convention then adjourned sine 
die. 

The amount already subscribed to the School has reached to 
nearly $n, ooo. oo, besides which there have been offers of services 
by a well-known architect and also for all the engineering work 
and all the printing that may be needed in connection with the 
School. 

A fuller account of the School will be given in the official Re­
port of Proceedings of the Convention. 
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THEOSOPHICAL NEWS AND WOR K. 
AN URGENT APPEAL. 

The work of the Theosophical movement is universal, not limited. The 
whole world must be brought into line. Europe particularly must be helped ; 
other countries also need assistance. In Europe there are many loyal workers 
and faithful friends, who, with an unswerving fidelity, have fought against 
great odds and kept together - a  loyal body that has had in some ways less 
to encourage it, and more to daunt it, than any of us. There are also others 
who, through ignorance, have been led astray. All these must be reached. 
The Rajah and H. P. B. were always anxious to keep the centres in Europe 
Wh�ie-

and unbroken. 
It should be borne in mind that Theosophists in America have been the 

recipients of help and guidance to a superlative degree. In these times of 
activity which m ark the dawn of a new e0a, the stronger should assist the 
weaker, and give to them out of their abundance. The members i n  America 
now have the opportun ity to show their loyalty to the Cause, and to the Mas­
ters, by carrying out the wishes of the Rajah and H. P. B. To do this, man y 
of our best workers, whose ab11ity and energy are unque!'tioned, whose poten­
cies for good are almost unlimited are to be sent out from the Headquarters 
in New York. This will put a tremendous strain upon those who are left 
behind, not only as to detail work, but also in the way of throwing out the 
force and energy that has to go ou t from this great centre. This they are 
willing and glad to bear. Those who are sent will carry on a most vigorous 
crusade on the other side of the ocean, reawaken the flagging energies of 
those who have become indifferent, restart the fires which have smouldered 
but not died out, form new centres, and kindle new lights throughout the 
countries they visit. Those of us who cannot take a direct part in the crusade 
have most vital work to do in providing the necessary funds to carry it on. 
A most urgent appeal is therefore sent out for help to defray the expenses of 
this trip to Europe and other parts of the world.  The crusade will last till 
March, 1 897· A very large amount of money wi ll therefore be needed. Sub­
scriptions will be received up to the termination of the crusade ; but immedi­
ate contributions are requested. 

Remittances should be made to E. A. N eresheimer, Treasurer, :zo 
Maiden Lane, New York, N. Y. 

H. T. PATTERSON,  } 
E. A. NERESHEIMER, Committee. 
c_: A. GRISCOM, JR. 

CLAUDE FALLS WRIGHT, who is so well known and so deservedly beloved 
by members of the Society in all parts of America, where he bas l abored un­
ceasingly for several years past, was married on May 3d to Miss M. K. L. 
Leonard , of Chicago and Boston. Mrs. Wright is not so well known to the 
majority of members as is our Brother C. F. Wright, but has a fine record of 
Theosophical work in Chicago, and for the last year or two in Boston and 
neighborhood, where she has devoted the whole of her time to the cause. · 
The kindest wishes will follow them both wherever their work in the future 
may take them , for this marriage was for the work first and foremost. The 
ceremony took place in the Hal l  of the Aryan Theosophical Society, 144 
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Madison Av�nue, New Yo�k. at 2 : 30 p.m. on Sunday the 3d, and was of 
the simplest poll&ible order. Its sacredness and sOlemnity were not intruded 
upon by the publi�. a�d o�ly members �f the " E. S. T; " were admitted. The 
principal facts were bpWever given ,afterwards to the . news reporters, and 
have become. matters of g�neral knowledge ; but members should not be mis-

? led by the sensatioht} accounts which seveml of the · papers published. In 
more than one imf]Grtant respect the statements published regarding the cere­
mony were altogether false. The whole matter bas a beario&i:fln future work 
which will shortly become apparent. Even at this date it "'ls relieved the 
Society of a strain under which it has fretted for years- belief by the public 
that Theosophy objects to marriage and to married people - and so rendered 
new work possible in many directions . 

._ - . 
G ERMAN PROPAGANDA. 

In order to facilitate the propaganda of Theosophy, I would ask those 
mem� of the Society who can do so to furni�h me as soon as possible the 
names and addresses of such persons, living in Germany, as are interested or 
who are likel�to take an interest in Theosophy. 

• ... T. RICHARD PRATER, F . T. S . ,  
1 44  Madison Avenue, New York. 

I shall be glad if all members who can possibly do so will assist Brother 
Prater in the work he bas fQI\sO long carried on. He hilS for several years 
been corresponding with those m Germany who are interested in Theosophy 
and who are not familiar with English, sending them literature and helping 
them in other ways, and by supplying him with names and addresses in that 
country members may do much to prepare the soil for the work that will have 
to be done there in the future. E. T. HARGROVE. 

' .. . 
A WORD OF WARNING. r [ Direct information has been received tb,at from three different sources{, 

each of which is known, efforts will be m ade to undermine the Society b 
attacks upon some of its prominent members. All should be prepared to 
stand firm and to repel by personal influence and by their loyalty to our 
common object of Brotherhood the disintegrating forces brought to bear 
against our beloved Society. E. T.H. 

EL CENTRO TEos6Fico DE VEN"EZUELA has lately added four new members 
to its roll, all of whom occupy high positions, scientific and social, in Caracas. 
The to'tal number of members in the branch is now eighteen, and they are 
doing good work. 

The following new branches of the T. S. A. have been organized since the 
last iiSue of the FoRuM : Louisville, Ky. , 9 members ; Theosophische Gesell­
schaft " Germania, ' '  New York, 1o members ; Jacksonville, Fla. , 7 members ; 
Savannah, Ga. , 6 members ; Atlanta, Ga. , 10 members ; Hartford, Conn. , 8 
members ; White Lotus, New York, 7 members ; William Q. Judge, California, 
Pa. , 5 members ; Grand Rapids, Mich. , 5 members ; El Sendero, New York, S 
members ; Atma, New Haven, Conn. , ( reorganized) 6 members. 
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