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Buddha,”  This will no doubt be uupleasant to many
European readers,  They are averse to - erediting a state-
ment that takes the honour of the discovery of Ameriea
from themand assigns ittowhat they are graciously pleased
to eall “a semi-barbarous Asiatic nation.”  Nevertheless
it is an unquestionable truth, Chapter XVITE of the
Human Species by A, De Quatrefuges will be an interesting
reading to any one who may he cager to know  something
of the Chinese discovery of  Ameriea. But the space at
his command being small he gives i very meagre aceonut
of it in his book, T earnestly hope you will complete your
interesting article by adverting to this and giving us full
particulars of all that is known about it.  The shedding
of light on a point which has hitherto been invalved in
mysterions darkness will not be unworthy of the pen of
one, the be-all and end-all of whose life s the search of
trath and when tonnd to abide by it, be it at whatever cost
it may be,
AMRITA LAL BISVAS.
Caleutta, 111 Jul_l/.

Scant. leisure this month prevents our making any de-
tailed answer to the objections to the Atlantan liypothesis
intelligently put forth by our subseriber.  But et us soe
whether—ceven thongh ™ based upon “recent researches
which “ have onee for all exploded that theory”—they are
as formidable as at fivst sight they wmay appear,

Without entering into the subject too decply we may
limit ourselves to but one briet remark,  More than one
seientifie question, which at one time has seemingly been
put at rest tor ever, has exploded at a subsequent one over
the heads of theorists who had forgotten the danger of try-
ing to clevate a simple theory into an infallible dognn,
We have not questioned  the assertion that © there never
was i submersion of land on so gigntie a seale as to pro-
diuee an Athantic or a Pacific Ocean,” for we never pre-
tended to suggest new theories for the formation of oceans.,
The latter may have been where they now are sinee the
time of their first appearance, and yet whole continents
been broken into fragments partially engulfed, and left in-
numerable islands, as scems the ease with the  sulinerged
Atlantis. What we meant was that at some  prehistorie
time, and long after the globe teemed with eivilized na-
tions, Asia, America and perhaps Europe were parts of
onc vast continental formation, whether united by such
narvow strips of land as evidently once existed whiere now
is Behring Stmit, (which conneets the North Pacifie and
Aretie Oceans and has adepth of havdly more than twenty
to twenty-tive fathoms) or by larger stretehes of land, Nor
shall we fight the monogenists who claim Central  Asin as
the ene cradle place of humanity—but leave the task to
the polygenists who are able to do it far more successfully
than oursclves.  But in any ease before we can aceept the
theory of monogencesis, its advoeates must offer us some
wnanserable hypothesis  to account for the observed
diffcrences in human types hetter than that of * divari-
ation caused by difference of climate, habits and veligious
calture” M. Quatrefages may rvemain as ever, indisput-
ably a most” distinguished naturalist—physician, chemist
and zoologist—yet we  fail to understand  why we shonld
aceept his theories in preference to all others, Mr. Amvrita
Lal Bisvas evidently refers to a narrative of some scienti-
fic travels along the shores of the Atlantic and the Medi-
terrancan, by this eminent. Frenchman, eatitled—* Souve-
nirs d’'un Naturaliste” He seems to regard M. Quatre-
fuges in the light of un infallible Pope upon all scientitic
yuestions : we do not, though he was a member of the
Freneh Academy and o professor of cthnology.  His theory
about the wigrations by sca, may be offsct by about an
hundred others which diveetly oppose it. Tt is just be-
cause we have deveted our whole life to the research of
trath—for which complimentary admission we thank our
critic—that we unever aceept owr fuith any authority upon
any question whatsoever 3 nor pursuing as we do Trotie
and progress through a full and fearless enquiry, untrn-
melled by any consideration, wonld we advise any of our
friends to do otherwise,
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Having said so much, we may now give a few of onr
reasons for belicving in the alleged * fable” of the sub-
merged Atlantis—though we explained ourselves at length
upon the subject in Isis Uureiled (Vol. T pp. 590 et xeq.).

First.  We have as evidence the most ancient traditions
of various md widely-separated  peoples—legends in Tn-
din, in ancient Greeee, Madagasear, Sumatea, Juva, and all
the principal isles of Polynesia, as well as those of both
Americas.  Among savages, as in the traditions of the
richest. literature in the world—the Sanskrit, literature of
India—there is an agreement in saying that, ages ago, there
existed in the Pacific Ocean, a large continent  which, by
a geological upheaval, was engulfed by the sea.  And it is
our firm  helief—held, of conrse, subject to correction—
that most, it not all of the islands from the Malayan Ar-
chipeligo to Polynesia, ave fragments of that onee immense
submerged continent,  Both Malueea aml Polynesia which
lie at the two extromities of the Ocean and which, sinee
the memory of man never had nor eould have auy inter-
course with, or even a knowledee of cach other, have yet
a tradition, common to all the islands and islets, that their
respective conntries extended far, far out into the sea;
that there were in the world but two inminense continents,
one inhabited by yellow, the other by dark men ; and that
the occan by command of the gods and to punish them for
their incessant quarrelling, swallowed them up,

2. Notwithstanding the geographical fact. that New
Zealand, and Sandwich and Easter Islands, are at a dis-
tanee from each other of between 800 and 1,000 leagnes;
and that, according to cvery testimony, neither these nor
any other intermediate islands, for instanee, the Marquesan,
Society, Feejee, Tahitian, Samoan and other islands could,
sinee they  became islands, dgnorant  as  their people
were of the compass, have communicaied with each other
hefore the arrival of Europeans ; yet they one and all
maintain that their vespeetive eountries extended  far
toward the west, on the Asian side,  Moreover, with very
small differences, they all speak dialects evidently of
the same language, and understand each other with little
diffienlty ; have the same religious beliefs and  supersti-
tions; and pretty much the snne enstoms, And as few of the
Polynesian islands were discovered earvlier than a century
ago, awd the Pacific Ocean itself was unknown to Kurope
until the days of Columbus, and these islanders have
never ceased repeating the same old traditions sinee  the
Europeans first set foot on their shores, it scems to us a
logical inference that our theory is nearer to the truth
than any other.  C'hance would have to change its nae
and meaning, were all this due but to chance alone,

S,

AN EPIDEMIC OF SOME DISEASE RESEMBLING CHOREA,
or St Vitus' dance, has roken ont in 2 Roman Cathaolie
school for wgirls in America,  Beginning with a single
child it soon attacked fourteen and  threatened to go
through the whole school, but was stopped by sending
every one of the pupils to her home.  Those attlicted ap-
pear to have acted in an extraordinary way, daneing con-
valsively, twisting themselves into strange eontortions,
grimacing, jerking their limbs, and beating their feet nupon
the toor,  Some have oftered the theory of demonine pos-
session to account for the facts, and perhaps if we were a
little way back in the Christian era, the serviees of the
headsman instead of the doctor would have been engaged,
As it is, the attending physicians can come to no very
detinite conclusions as to the eauses of (his outbreak, .

———-

A MISSIONARY WHIP —MR. ANDREW CHERMSIDE, A
recent traveller in Central Afriea, has placed in the
hands of Dr. Cameron, M. P., a whip, with which
hie states that the missionaries at a  mission station
established near Lake Nyassa are in the habit of flogging
their refractory converts, The whip consists of several very
thick thongs, and is a more formidable weapon of punish-
ment than the navy cat which was exhibited at the House
of Commons last year.  The subject is, we hear, likely to
undergo ofticial investigation.— Daily News,

What heathen could resist such persuasive arguments ?
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TIHE JIINDU BENGAL,
BY PABU PEARY CHAND MITTRA, FJI.S.

Although Bengal is the first Presideney of British
India, lts o.n]v ]uct(n\ before the Mahomedan adnini-
stration is ahmost unknown,  We have colleeted the few
fragmentary notices we have found on the subject, in the
]mp(- that tlmy may lead 1o furthier enguiry,

[t is still an unsettled point whenee the Aryas eme,
but it is (quite eertain that they were originally settled on
the seven vivers, 272, the Indus, the five rivers of the
Punjab, ;and Sarvasvati.  ‘The land between the Sarasvati
and Deishindvat was called the Brabmavarta,  Those who
inhabited it, were contemplative and philosophie, the vange
ot their contemplation extending from the sonl to (.ml
and from Gad to the soul, and all else bei dng o subordinate
study,  Oviginally there was no easte, no priest, no temple
among them, and their great aim was to worship the
nuseen Power throngh the sonl.  Although this spiritual
state continned for a long time, it did ot and - conld not
spreaul far, Population mnmsml and the organization of
socioty was ealled for, which resulted in the formation of
professions,  Caste Is mentioned inas early an anthoerity
as the Rig Veda, in the 10th Book of which work Brah-
nin, I\‘iln'tl)'l Vaisya auwd Swdrn are nmned, Bralona
meant “ not praver or thanksgiving, but that. invoeation
which, with the foree of the \vlll !]ll(‘ct(‘(l {n Clod, secks to
draw him to itself and to receive satisfaction from him,”

From Bralma, Bralunau was finmed, its meaning being
chanter of prayers. Within a contined  eirvele, Aryaisin
continned in its primitive or spivitual state, bat, KIN"I‘\III”
generally, its aspeet was changed,  Greater stress was Taid
an the form, organisation, ritualisie, oflevings and ceremo-
nies, and less on the intevnal adoration of Clod and the
development. of the soul. Before the composition of the
Sama and Y.’\jm Vedas, Braliming were divided into fown
classes of priests, for the performance of sacrifices, ceremo-
nies and chanting of prayers. They also assumed the title
of Purehits, the friends and connselors of Kings,

The social organization rought on by external civenm-
stances required development, awl each profession natu-
rally sought for a field in which its energy could bedlivected
to adve mi.lgl' The holy land, or the Brahwarvarta, as
well as the original seal on the seven rivers, heemne erowdd-
al. The Avyas thas sitnated took “ for their guides the
principal vivers of Novthern Twdia and were led by thewm
to new homes in their beautiful and fertile valleys”  The
countries whiclh were of the earliest formation were Utta-
ra Kurn, Kaslimere and Gandhar now  Candahar. Uttam
Kuru wag on the north, heyond the Himavat,  The Maha-
bliarat, speaking of the Uttirn Kuru wowmen, says that
they were nneonfined, they roved independently and - pre-
servedd their innocenee,  The countries which next attrne-
ted the Avya enmigrants were Kurnkshetra (near Dellii),
Matsya on the Junmma, Panchiala near modern Canaj, and
Surseua(Mathura).  Menn ealls this tract of land Brak-
marehi.  The countries constituting the Mndhye Desa of
Menu were bounded by the Vindhya on the sonth, Hima-
laya on the north, amd reached from Vinagara on the cast
to Pairag (Allshabad) on the west.

Aryabartta comprehended all the above and reached
from the mouth of the Indus to the Bay of Dengal.

Bengal is not mentioned by Menu,  In the Rig Veda,
the Ganges and Jumna are mentioned.  Weber says  that
he can trace “in the later portion of the Vedie writings,
their (Aryas) dispersion as fur as the Ganges” In the
Satapatha  Brahmana, there is a legend from which it
appears that the Aryas advanced from the banks of the
Sarasvati to Sadinirt or to Behinr and Bengal,  (Muir's O,
T. P. 1L, p. 423).  The ronte of emigration given by Bur-
nouf is from “ the Indus to the Ganges and from the Ganges
to the Dekkan” The Bralhimins appear to have tuken the
lead in the colonization. 'They were settled in “Sarasvati,
Canoj, Gawda, Mithila (Tirhut), Utkala (Orissa), Dravida,
Mararastra, Telunga, Guzrat and Cashmere.  Their de-
scendants inhabited Anga (Bhagulpore), Banga (Bengal),
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Calingn, Kamrupa, Assam, &e."*  The Bralinin element

s the strongest element, everywhere. No coronation, no

lclwmnk social or domestic ceremony could be performed

withont the Bralimins.  When Sita was married to Rama,
the palace of Janaka was full of Brahmins.

“ How many thousand Bralinins here,

"Il)lll CV(‘IV IU"IIHI flll' Jllll ll(‘ﬂl'

Well versed in holy love appear,

Next to the Brahming the Kshetryas were the most
powerful,  ‘I'hey formed the nnht'n\' class from  which
kings were chosen, They ]nuwcnh-«l the extension of
their dominions, gave protection to life and property, and
held ont every cheonragement. to the lnnnmllun of agrienl-
ture and commerce,  The next class, the Vaisyas, were
thus stimulated to econcentrate their energy on the develop-
ment of the agricultural 1esonrees, and  the augimentation
of the commercial prosperity, of the countiy. The tfirst
three elasses were the Arvas, who were ealled “ twice bony,”
from their vight to the sacred thread, The Sudras were
most, ]nn]m]vlv the aborigines, and they were doomed to be
servamts to the three CI.I\\l‘Q with ]ll)llf\ to carn their
livelihood by mechanieal arts,

When colonization had  progressed  eonsiderably, Tndia
was divided into Northern, Central, Eastern, Southern and
Western parts,  Although Tndia ('mmttvcl of a number of
kingdoms, and many of Iln-m were tributary for a time, it
does ot appear that the whole comntry was subjeet to one
ruler or to one line of kings, ]\mmlmnq were often en-
larged or sululivided '1('('011||ng to circumstances, and allegi-
anee was often exacted by the most powerful nmn’m‘lm
specially on oceasions of ‘the  Ashwameda Yaguyn, or on
other t-:\hnuulmmy oceasions,

In the Vishnu Purana one of the descendants of Yayati
was the King of Banga or Bengal,  In the Raghu Vansa,
by Kalidasa, (‘]mp ]0 Rn"lnl the great grandinther of
Dasarath, is c]vecnl)ed as ]mvlmr “ cnuqumml the kings of
Bengal possessing fleets.” B(‘ng'll was rich at the time,
as the kings after being reinstated, gave to Raghu * im-
mense wealth,” In the Rimdiyan t]w countrics constitu-
ting ])'wn h's Kingdom are “the eastern countries, Sin-
dlm, arnstin, Q.nn.\. the \unthom country, Anga, Banga,
Magadhn, Kosala, Kasi, &e,, “ rich in trn](l(‘ll colns, shcop
and kine,” Dasarath, the !':ltlwl of ]s-llll.’l, lived ]ung before
Yaudhisthira, whose cra is fixed by Colebrooke nnd Wilson
between the 13th and 14h eenturies B, (!, BPanga is
mientioned several times in the Mahabharat,  When Arju-
na went on a pilerimage, he visited Banga and Munipore
(Adi Parva).  Previous to the performance of the Rajsaya
Yagnya, Bhim proceeded to the eastern countries to cxact
allegianee from their kings, and among the countrjes
(‘ululuvu'cl by him was Bunuu which must have consisted
ni four divisions, ag the names of four ralers ave mentioned,
wiz, Samadra Sen, Chander Sen, Tamealipta and Kur-
kntadhipati. The people of Banga, Pundraka and Kalinga,
that is, Luw«-r Bengal, Miduapore and Ganjam, presented
large tusks with clephantst Before the war of Kuru-
kshetin, a comaplete hst of the mountaing, rivers and eoun-
tries of Indin was furnished by Sanjaya to Dhritarastea,
trom which it appears that the different parts of India
were inhabited by Hindus. There are several conntries
which are difficult of identifiention,  Among the countries
mentioned Boanga i one—( Bhismio—DParva,)  After the
war, Yudhisthira performed the Ashoneda Yaguya, With
the sacrificial horse went Arjuna to several countries, among
which was Bengal, It was then governed by Mlvclmﬂ
or outeastes, which may mean degraded  Aryans, or bar-
barous aborigines. In the 22 ujrllmmm Anasasanika Paorea,

TGty Riawmdyan,

Bhisima cnumerates several tribes, »iz.,  Yavana, Kirat,
Gandhar, Chin, Savara, Barbara, Saca, Tomgara, Kunka,

Palada, Chandra, Mandraka, Poundra, Palinda, Ramata,
and Kambaja. The qucqlmn put was, how were they to
be eivilized 7 The answer was that the king shonld con-
sider it a parnmount duty to cducate them.  Menu’s idea
of Mlechas is that they  speak barbarously, or not as the

® Huanter's Bengal,

+ Journal of the R, A, Society, Vol, Y11, p. 144,
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Sanskrit-speaking people.” C('olonel Brigys, in his interest-
ing paper® on the Hindus and Aborigines, says that the
aborigines had no pricsts, they allowed  their widows to
get marricd, they ate cow’s flesh, they buried  their dead,
and they were wnacquainted with the arts and  seienees,
Wilson says that it must have been a period of some
autignity when all the nations fiom Beugal to the Coro-
mandel were considered Mlechns and ontenstes.”

The teadition is that the countries on the left side of
the Ganges were called Banga, and those on the vight side
were called Jloge. Magadba was o very aneient country
and a Magadba princess was the queen ot Dilip, It was
origivally a part of Chedi Rajal's dominionst of the solar
race, but subscquently it was governed independently by
Jarasandhn, who was o contemporary  of  Yudhisthira,
Banga and several other countries were tributary to Jara-
sandhu, - Magadha was bounded on one side by Mithila
and on the other side by Banga,  Its eapital was Kusaga-
rapura, afterwards Rajgir and then Rajgriba. It was in
the midst of five hills—full of eattle. well watered, salu-
brious, and abounding with fine buildings.”  This deserip-
tion is given in the Savaparva when Bhim, Avun and
Krishua visited the city to kil Jarasandha, - Pataliputrn,
or Paliputra, was afterwards the enpital, Tt is now under
water, but close to ats site stands modern Patna

The growth of a new religion is generally attributable
to the decline of the spivitual clement v the existing
creed. Long before Buddhisim arose, the  contemplative
and philosophical  Hindus Lad learnt and  thought what
the purpose of existenee was, what was the nature of the
soul, and how it could be absorbed in Gad,  But these
abstract truths were being lost sight of, with the increase
of sensualism in meat and  deink, the assumption of the
anthority evidenced in the easte system, mnd the predomi-
nanee of external rites and ceremonies, These circunstances
neeessitated the inception of Buddhism, which arose abont
477 B. C. Sakyamuni, the first Buddhist teacher, appenred
in 588 B. €. He first preached in Benares, the citadel of
Brahmanisim, then in Champa, Rajgirn, Sravasti and Ko-
sambi. Brabmanisin was convulsed, and he not only gain-
ed un hmmense winber of converts, but extended his
doctrines in every part of the conuntry,

Chandragupta’s reign conmienced in B.C. 325, He
ruled from the Indus to the mouths of the Ganges. His
capital was Palibothra, where Megasthenes resided. He

was suceeeded by Daimachus, the second Greek ambassa-
dor during the reign of Vindusara,  Asoka was the next
king of Magadha, and his dominions reached  from Cash-
mere to the Nerbudda and from the Indus to the Bay of
Bengal.  To the eastward, his kingdom probably included
thie whole of Bengal}

Bengal did not nuiformly bear an independent character,
It was governed by its own kings, but it was often tribu-
tary.  When Alexander was here, Magadha included Ben-
gid and Behar, Elphinstone states that, “wheu the sue-
cossors of Alexander were the suceessors of the kings of
Prasii, Bhagadata, a prince of Bengal, was also their :illy."
Alexapder’s eampaign took place in 330 B.C. Megasthenes
mentions the Gangarida, supposed to oceupy Lower Bewgul,
and their ehief ity is identified with Burdwan§ i 812-
822 A, D. India consisted of four great kingdoms, of which
Bengal was one. (Journal of the Royal Asiatic Socicty,
Vol. VL) Tu the seventh ecentury the division of Enstern
India consisted of Assam, Bengal Proper, Delta of the
Ganges, Sumbulpore, Ovissa i Gunjaon,

After the Mawrya dynasty we have the Gupta dynasty,
which commenead in 319 B, €. “The kingdom of India
under the Guptas is the conntry watered by the Ganges
and its atHuents.” Chandra Gupta assumed the name of Vi-

¢ Journal of the B, A. Suciety, Vol. XIIL.

1 Chedi was tho country of the Kala Chares or Hachayas -Chedi in
Jater times  had two eapitals, vz, Pripurn, the capital of Chedi Vroper,
ond Manipura, cm»:nlcrc‘l to have heon the original eapitnl, - Archwologi-
cal Survey, Vol IX.

3 Journal of the Bumbay Hranch of the It A. Suciety for Junuary 1857,

§ McCrindle's Ancient India,
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krama, and Vikrampore in Dacea is ealled after him, and not
after the name of the Oujein monareh,® The coins of the
Guptas were * types of Greek origin.” The people were
acquainted with the Greek langnage and imitated  Greek
architecture,  The Pal dynesty were the next rulers of
Magadha,  “They were the sovercigns of Bastern India,
including Benares, Magadha and Bengal,”  The Pals were
staunch Buddhists,  Buddhisim was evidently in existencee
in Bengal while it was tributary to Magadha during its
several Budidhist dynasties,  Adisar, whom Lassen places
betore the Pals, and who fmported pure Brabnins, with
their corapanion Kaisthas, from Canoj, must have reigned
after the Pals, as up to their time Buddhism was strong in
Bengal,

The Pal dynasty  was succceded by the Sen dynasty,
The founder of the latter dynasty took Bengal partially
from the Pals, but did not possess Magadba till 1142
A DAt

The Pala kings reigned in Western and Northern Ben-
gal from 835 to 1040 A.D., and the Scua kings in Eastern
and Deltaie Bengal from 986 to about 1142 A D Un-
der the Senas Brahmanisin vevived i Bengal,  Laksh-
mana’s reign commenced in 1106, We have already
alluded to the independent position of Bengal at different
times,  Colonel Wilfurd says that at one time the Bengal
kings were so powerful that they conquered *all the
Gaugetic provinees as far as Benares and assumed the title
of madisgalis” A inseription found i Sarun was eree-
ted by a prinee who was tributary to Gour or Bengal,

CInthe Ayeen alist of the Hindu kings of Bengal s
given—

24 Khatrva kings veigned for 2418 years,

9 Kaist kings veigned for 250 yeurs,

11 Do, of the funily of Adisur reigned for 714 years,

10 kings of the fnily of Bhiopal reigned for G89 years.

10 kings of the Pal dynasty.

The Vaidya Rajabs reigned from 1063 to 1200 A.D.

Bengal, during the time of Ballal, consisted of the fol-
lowing divisions :—

1. Barendro, with the Mahanundee on the west, the
Pudhina (CGanges) on the south, and the Koorootoya on the
ehst,

2. Bungn—cast from the Koorootoya to the Brahna-
pootia. The eapital of Bengal was near Dacea,

3. Bagree, the Delta, called also Dwipa, or the island,
Tt hiaul thiree sides, the Bhageeruthee river on the west, the
Pudma on the east, the sea on the south,

4. Rahree. 1t had the Bhageernthee and the Pudina
on the north and the east, and other kingdoms on the
west and south,

5. Mithila— having the Mahanundee and Gonr on the
cast, the Bhageernthee on the south, and other countries
ou the west and south,

I'a Hian was here in 399 to 414 AD, and Hiouen
Thsang in 629 to G435 A.D. They both notice Tumlook
as a place of great importance, and it continmed in a pro-
sperous condition till the fourteenth century,  T'he Malia-
vanso nanes it as one of the nincteen eapitals,  When the
Auagamen was paveclled out, the kings of Magadha, Mithi-
I, Oude, Benares, Anga, Banga and Tumlook got their
respective shares. The last numaed Chinese  teaveller
visited Bengal, which he notices,

Gour (derived from Gur, or ungranulated sugar)§ was
the most ancient eapitul of Bengal, 1t existed for two
thousand years. It was the most magniticent city in
India, of inmense size, and titted with noble buildings.
It was the capital of o hindred kings, the seas of wealth
amd ixury. The city was destroyed by a0 plagne several
centuries ago.”  (Hunter’s: Bengal).  The next capital of
Bengal  was Vikvunpore, near  Senargong  in Dacca.
Although Dacea is Im»Lul upon as the Baotia of Bengal, it

® Journul of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol VI N, 8,

1+ Arclicological Suwrvey of India.
3 Juurnal of the Asiatie Socicty of Bengal, Vo 117,
§ The derivation is, we think, open to question. — Kk, ¢4 22,
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was at one thne a most important place.  Nuddea was the
capital when Luchmun Sen was the king of angnl. andl it
has been celebrated as the sent of lmnnn«r Bengal had
several Important cities, among which may  be named
Sonargong near Vikrampore, and Satgong near the mouth
of the Hooghly, There is a map of Bengal made in the
fiftecenth century, showing five large eities, which consti-
tuted a portion of the Sderhun now vuder water, Cuan-
ningham says that “ the countries from the Sutledge to
the Ganges were the richest and most populous districts,”
For maore than two centuries Constantinople earried on 2
trade “ from the hanks of the Ganges and Indus, There
was an intinnte intereourse between Bengal and other
Indian conntries. Bengal wmerchants used to o jn ships
to Cevlon.  On the banks of the Ganges there were seve-
ral flourishing eitics”  The Magadha wierchants used to
enconrage those who were hold and enterprising aud at
the same time eantions and eircumspeet.  Traders from
Eevpt. eame as far as the Ganges. The Greek traders
usedl to trade \\'ith t]w ::III}_[XI‘ ncity on the banks of the
river of that name and novth-west of Palibothra,  In one
partof the Bay was Calingaonnd in another Sonargong, enlled
Jatemala, the enpital of wlm I was Vikiampore, lln- mart
of Vikrampore had communieation with Sylhet, Assum,
Rungpore, and the Bay of Bengal.  Silk, iron, sking, and
malabathrum were sent hmn Svihet wnd Assan, aud
spikenard from Rungpore, The exports from the wart
were spikenard, pearls, madabatham, and mushins. Pearls
from Tippernh and Mymensing roached  V ikramnpore,
ealled the gignntic mart.  Periplus (A, B, 86-89)  speaks
of Kaltis as the coin of Lower Bengal, where hie notices
nlso wold and silver. Dacen continned ns distinguished
(ltv for a long time, Tt exported manafuetures to Ethio-
pin, Turkey, Syeia, Arabin, and Persin, - Marco Polo
notices <]nl\mmnl hum Sonargong, and Fiteh (l.)Sl» AD)
found cotton v\pnrtul to Malaeea and Sumatra vii Indin
and Cevlon,  The two Mahomedan travellers (ninth  cen-
tury) Q])(.“ll\ of Bengal (Runid), exporting cotton garments,
rhinoceros horns, Lnur aloes and sking, (Intt'mmur WS
another important mart, which used to receive \nll\ iron
and skins, from Seriea (Assam,) malabathrum, a species of
cinnamon Albiflora from Assam and Sylhet, sand spikenard
fromi Rungpore.  The tree grew in Rungpore up to Mus-
sorie.  Malabathrom was from the leaves, and was used as
a perfune. The Greeks and Romans used it in their wine,

Maltebrun states that in Bengal, Orvissa, nnd Allahabad
diamonds were plentiful. - Macaulay, in his Warren Has-

tings speech, spenks of the “ musling of Bengal” in the
bazaars of Benares,
Pragjotish is supposed to be Thibet or Assamn, 1t pre-

sented to Yudisthira sharp swords, javeling, spears, hat-
chets and battle-nxes, Heeren notices a1 route  from
Bootan to Rungpore.  Pemberton writes that in 1683 the
trade between Bengal, Bootan and Thibet was well-known,
At Cooch Behar earavans useid to assemble, and merchants
came from China, Muscovy, or Tartary to buy musk,
cambals (blankets), agates, silk, pepper, and saffron of
Persin.  Agates were the tortoise shell Immuw the pnn-
cipal ornament. of Booteah and Thibetan women.  The
articles which were sent to Rungpore were woollen cloths,
hats, hoots, small horses, and choury tailed cattle.

Dr. Hunter, in his Oriesa, says that the five outlying
kingdoms of Ancient India were  Anga, Bauga, ]\nlmml
Sulnna, and Pundra. Anga may mean the Ganges mart
on the west of Palibothra, well known to the Greck h.ulcs-
men, Banga, Bengal Prnpcr—-l\.thmr on the Godavari,
Sulima, mst\\'-ml nl Bengal, ]wrh.\pq Tippera or Arracan,
and Poundra, or the Pmlmlm, Vardhana of Hionen Thsang
close to Govindaganj on the Kamtoya, It included Raj-
shahi, Dinagepur, Rungpur, Nuddea, Beerbhoom, Burd-
wan, Pachowte Palame, and part of Chunar,*

What Kalinga is to the Godavari, Utkal or Udra is to
the Mahanadi. The formation of Kalingn is traced to an
Indian sage from Northern India,  Both Kalinga and

Orissa had intimate intereourse with Bengal, Not unl_)

® Sce Wilson'« Vishnu Purana aud Journal of the llu)al \~n(u St-cut\
Vol, VI. N. &,
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Al'y:ms, but Yavanas, or Tonian Grecks, came to Orissa
froin Bengal,  Ovissa imported Hindu literature from the
valley of the Ganges. which is amply proved by the
works written by the Orissa authors.  From the same
soiiree Orissa received the Buddhistie religion. The pro-
motion of agrienlture led to commeree, and commeree to
navigation.  Both commerco mnd navigntion were so much
appreciated that  the rock Ill‘l('l'll)tllllll\ gpeak of naviga
tion md slnp commerce as forming part. of the Ollll(‘uhull
of the prinee.”  Following the vxmnpl(- of Bengal, Orissa
mivle good fubries,

Dr. Taylor, in his valnable paper in the journal of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal (Vol. XVI. Part, L) exproesses
an opinion that Desarne. might refer to the Sunderbuns,
Mr. H. T. Rainey (Caleutta Review, Vol XXX.) writes as
follows : “ Thus we venture to tllink we ltl‘lf.lc‘:nlll\'
prove the existence of population in .mcwnt times on a
hroad and sound basis, and altogether independent. of the
existence of mnnerous  rivers which may or may not date
subsequent to the oceurrence of the physical changes re-
forred to .\lmu-, and to the incursions of the Mugs and
Portuguese pirates which we know to have taken place
tllclc'lfter. There are three other eminent gentlemen
who have thrown some light on this subject,  Colonel
Gastrell © has found some vuins of masonry buildings, the
traces of old courtyards, and here and  there some garden
plants in ot No, 211" Dr. Hunter saye that remains of
brick ghats and  traces of tanks have also heen found in
ixolated parts of the forest, and in one or two localities
brick kilns were discovered.  Mr, Blochman savs “The
Sunderhms—{formerly ealled Chanderbuidas or - Shanda-
bundns,  Inoan inseription dated 1136 Sumbnt, or A, D,
1077, in northern Backergunj, mention is made of a grant.
of land by Madhava Sen, l\nm of Bengal, to aLl'Lhmm
There ave ruins of houses and temples wlnvh are known
to oxist in various places.  Todar Mull's rent-roll eorre-
gponds with the north boundary of the jungle marked on
the survey maps”—(Hunter's Gazetteer) :—The reason-
able inference is that the Sunderbun must have been
inhabited and formed a part of Bengal.  Saungor Island
is eonneeted with a legend contained in the Rama\'fm and
Mihibharit (Bana P.ll‘\'ﬂ). The river Ganges goes as far
as Hatinghur, in the 24-Pergnnnabs, near the sea, in
honor of king Sangor, from whom Bhagirath was descend-
ed, and who is suid to have brought the Ganges to
wash away the sing of his ancestors.  Saugor Island has
heen constdered a sacred place, being the axram of Kapila,
and is visited by pilgrims. [t appears from the Maha-
bharat that there was a place on the north-cast of the
sen before the Gonges emptied itself into it, and the for-
mation of the istand took place perhaps snubsequently,’
Inn that place Kapila resided,  Yudisthira, to whom the
story of Bhagitath was related, eame to Sangor and bathied
there. Thenee he went, with ]m bwthc 4 to Kalinga by
sen.—In the Sava Parva, Bhim is deseribed as ]l'l\’lll"
visited Sangor Island, which was then governed by Mlecha
kings, who gave Bhim different. kinds uf preecions  stones,
\‘:lluldl\vnnll, agore, clothes jewels, blankets, gold, &e., asa
mark of ﬂll@gmncu.

Bengal was in the first iustance Brahmanical. The
ahorigines were driven away, or employwl as servants or
labourers.  The intercourse between them and the Aryas
must therefore have been constant, The language uf
the Aryas was Sanskrit ; but it mmht to be l)ome in
mind that S.mskrlt was of two kinds, viz., the natural or
spoken Sanskrit, resembling the Pmknt and Pali found
even in the Vedas, and artiticial or purified Sanskrit,
Language precedes grammar, and  the process of purifica-
tion according to grammar is an after work, W]nen the
Rig Veda songs were chanted, they were spontaneous or
inspirntional, and grammar was not then in existence,
The Arya imitnigrants, coming in contact with the non-
Ar).u conld not help t.lkllll' many of their words in
forming o language for mutual understanding.  Sanskrit
was tlnm enl)_u-( tul to modifieation, and in tlm way dif-
ferent provincial dialects sprang up,  The pure Sanskrit
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remained intact, but was confined to learned circles s
although gradually it became simpler, as the Paranas ad
Itihases were written in o simpler style than the Vedas,
Upanishads and Darsanas,  The character st have been
U.l'lglll:l“y Deb Nagri. Westinacott, readiag an inserip-
tion found in- Dinagepur and Bogra,* observes :—* The
character is in that style of progress towards modern Ben-
gali, which we find fn use in the cleventh century of the,
Clristian era.”  Dr. Rajendra Lala possesses a Bengali
MS. which was written seven hundred yewrs ago,  We
had severnl Kirtanas who used to sing, reciting the deeds
of gods and goddesses in the Bengali Tangnage, whicl was
then in an imperfect state,  The names of the Kirtanas
are Vidyapati, Chundi Das, Brindabone Das, Gobind Das
and Chunder Saikur,

Although Buddhism was predominant in Bengal under
Buddhist dynastics, and the laguage used was Pali or
Magadhi, yet the Hinduliterature was not extinet, and the
Bengali linguage was heing formed. It is true that the
Pals were Buddhists, but they were tolerant. They ap-
pointed Hindus to important offices, and  were not hostile
to Bralimanism. The graduad decay of Buddhism pro-
duced a reaction in favour of Brahmanism,  The original
conception of God through the soul was abandoned, as
such.a conception was too lotty for the people at Luge,
whonm the founders of the different sects thought it abso-
lutely necessary to work npon,  Puranas and Apapuranas
were written i different parts of the country in simple
Sunskrit, inculcating the worship of particular gods and
guddesses, finite in form but infinite in attributes.

Of the Sen kings, Ballal raised the descendants of the
five Brulonins and the Kaistas who had come from Canouj
forbidding intermauriage between them and the tamilies
whiclr were in Bengal. No less than 150 finilics spranyg
from the Canouj Brahmins, A hundred  families were
settled in Barendra and sixty in R, As regards the
Kaisth families, Ghose, Bose, and Mittra were declred to
be of the first rank,

The capital of Bullal was Vikrampore,  He was himself
a learned man and an encourager of learning,  His son,
Lachman Sen, trod the footsteps of his futher, and wish-
ing to imitate Vikramadityn, had five pocts attached to
his court, named Goburdnun, Smurana, Jaydeva, Kabiraj
and Umapati who were considered its gems,  Of these,
Jaydeva is well known as the author of Gita Giobind.
He was anative of Kinduvelwa in Bengal,

Besides the above pocts there were Halayudha, Minis-
ter of Justice, who wrote Bralma Sarvasa, snd several
other works on Sinriti, besides Banisanhar Natak 5 Pasa-
pati, his brother, the chief judge and head  pundit, who
wrote Dusau Karma Dipika, and Pushupati Pavdhiz, and
another brother of his, who wrote on Smriti, Mimansa
and Alimika Padhati. Notices of & number of works are
to be found in the eatadogne of Sanskrit MSS. by Dr.
Rajendra Lala Mittea.  In the fourteenth  century Sour-
gonyg was renowned for © holy and learned men"t Before
the time of Lachman  literature in Bengal was not ina
state of activity,

In Tivhut, Gangasa Upadhya wrote Tutwa  Chintamoni
about seven centuries ago, and Jadadesa Tarkalankar
Blatta, of Nudden, wrote Turka Tipan about four cen-
turies ago. In the tiftcenth and sixteenth centuries Vaishe
navism gave an impetns to the cultivation of literature
in Bengal,  Chaitanya, who was born in Nuddea, was a
bold reformer,  He denounced easte and tanght universal
love.  He had able co-adjutors in Nityanund and Adwita,
and able disciples in Rupa and Sonaton,  who were the
anthors of several works,  Ramanand, the fomder of the
Ramanundi, Surdas, Tulst Das and Krishina Das, who all
liveld in Benares, promoted Vaishuaisme by poadas, dihas,
and songs, which reverberated in Beugal.  Of the tive
schools of Law, Bengal was one,  Jimat Vahana wrote a
work called Dayacrmma Sangraha. Raghunundun lived

* Journal of the Asiatic Socicty of Bengal, Vol. XLIV,
+ Jourmil of the Asintic Soviety of Bengal, Yol, XLLIL
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in the sixteenth century and wrote Daya Tutwa,  His
fellow-students were Sisomani and Chaitanya,

Tu 1203 the Hindu kingdom of Bengal il become ex-
tinet on Buktyar Khilijy taking Nuddew,  Bengad then
consisted of five divisions :—1, Rara, west of the Hugli
and south of the Ganges 5 2, Bugdi, Delta of the Ganges ;
3, Banga, cast of, and  beyond, the Delta; 4, Barendra,
north of the Padima and hetween the Karvatoya and Maha-
manda rivers ;3 5, Mithila, west of the Malawnanda, Bengal
mennt Laknauti, Satagon, and Somagon,  Laknauti con-
sistedl of Barendra, with Ducat, and of Raur, to which
Lakhnau belonged *

Although Bengal censed to be the Hinda Bengal  trom
1230 A, 1., yet in 15350 a king of Orissa was the king of
Bengal, and his nume was Telinga,  The limits of his
kingdom were: North, from Tribeni to Hugli, through
Bisscnpore to the frontier of Putkar 5 East, the viver Hugli,
awnd South, the Godavard, or the Ganga Godavari, and West
from Singbhoom to Senapore. The chief city was Sat-
gong, not far to the North of Hugli, +

He was the last independent king of Orissa. A ghaat
awmd o teple in Tribeni ave attributed to hime He was
deteated and Bengal again fell into the Inuds of the

Mahomedans (Cal. Rev).

—————
A BUDDITIST MISSION 70 THIE UNITED
STATEN.

The Tokio (Japan) Lhes suys:

The famous Hon-guwan-ji of Kioto—perhaps the wealth-
jest and most ifluential of the varlous sects of Bud-
dhisim in Japan—established qomission in Shanghad some
years ago, but is not carrying onany great. work of con-
verston anmong the Chinese, In initation of - some of the
Christinn missions of Japan and Ching, it has in connee-
tion with its more legitimate work a dispensary, where
the poor may obtain advice and medicine free of charge,
and ghostly connsel as well. The mission is - situate in
the Kinugse road, nd oceupies extensive and handsome
premis

This is the sect, it will be remembered, from which it has
heen proposed to send missionaries to the United States
and Kurvope, to convert the poor benighted  heathen of
those countries from the errors of Christianity to the only
true faith, It is a fuet that there is in the handsome new
college of the seet in Kioto a number of young men who
are being instructed in Knglish and trained in theology
with the view of their being ultimately sent across the
seas with the object mentioned.

s,

— —e——
T ToN1AN THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,
The following is a list of officers clected wnder the
Charter just issued from the Parent Socicty :—
D'resident
Professor Pasquale Menclao, 1. L.
Vice-resident :
Count Dr. Nicolus de Gonemys, M, D,
Corresponding Secretary ;
Otho Alexander, Ese,
Lecording Scerctary :
Alexander Rombotti, Esy.
Treasurer :
Demetrio Socolis, Kxq.

R d
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THEE VOYAGE FROM BOMBAY TO POINT DE GALLE DURING
the dry months, by one of the fine stesoners of the British
India 8. N, Co., tonching at all the Coast ports, is charin-
ing.  With an agreeable captain, good company, ad rea-
sotable fmmumity from sea-sickness, iCis 5o like o yacht-
ing excursion that one is sorcy when the jowrney s ended.
Such, at any rate, wis our cese, o come back in the
S.-W. Mousoon, as we did, is quite another atlair,

= Jonrual of the Asiatic Seciety of Bonal, Vol XLIL
4 Journal of the Asiatic Sovicty of Bengal, Yol NVIL Part [
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TESTING TIHE BEWITCHED MIRROR THEORY,
BY BABU ASU TOSH MITRA,

The facts related wnder the title of “the Bewitehed
Mireor” in the Turosorist of June last, must have
excited curiosity, if nothing clse, i the minds of all its
relers, At the suggestion of my friend Babue Aviuas
Bheendra: Banerjee, LLMS, T decided to make the  teial
myself; and on the very day | received the snggestion, |
made arrangements, very simple as they were, to repeat
Prince Tzevetelit’s expeviment, We did not consider it
“all bosh,” as the companion of My, Tvanovitel’s friemd
remarked, neither did we take it to be like the one “of
being wnable to eat clanpagne out of & sonp-plate with
a large spoon without pereciving the devil at the bottom
of the plate”  We admit that we are not spivitualists,
but we are truth-seekers and donot, like many, consider it
infra. dig to give any attention to spirituadisi ; and we
are always glad to spave both time and tronble to make
any research in that seeret scienee,

Our fickl of experiment. was o room within the com-
pound of the Medieal College, Caleutta, known as the
Proscctin’s  Roonmi—where more thim o thousand  dead
bodies have been disseeted, Tt was guite solitary.

After half-past cleven at night, T entered the 1omn,
taking a lighted candle inceach hand, and glowly approach-
el the mivor in which  was reflected part of w skele-
ton which stands at a little distance, 1T glanced at my
wateh: it was a couple of minutes to the time, Mean-
while I was pondering over a serious suhject—soul, its
inmortality, its destiny, &e 5 my  thoughts coming and
going by Hashes,

Al was gquiet. Inoan adjacent hall the clock  struck-—
tong, tong, tong—twelve times, 1 Stl';tig|llul!ml !nyscll'
up and, tirmly looking upon my own l‘('”('ctlnn' in the
mirror, ||l'n||n\\lll,’cd slowly,  loudly, and  distinetly
“ A—su—"To—sh—Mi—ta "t Fimshed, T kept my
eyes fixed wpou the mirror, quite forgetting the external
world,

After a good long time (nearly five minutes) Trepeat-
ed my name for the second time.  No o change in the
mirror, neither anything mystical inomyself. My hands
and lews were paining, my cye-sight was growing <||n‘|,
as is natuwrad when one staves Tong ot one ohject eonti-
nuously. T orepeated my name for the third time, but
nothing came of it. AL Tast, being disappointed 1T owent,
off aud forund it was twenty minutes after twelve, 1 repeat-
ed the experiment onthree subsequent nights with similar
results,  On the fifth day, my fricwd Babu Gopal Chun-
der Mookerjee tried it in o separate room, and he alsu
was unsuceesstul,

T would like to know if any other rewder of the Tieo-
sOrPHIST has tricd it, for it might be that the effects dee
seribed happen only with  certain persons,

Medieal College, Caleutta,

10th Juue 1880,

The experimental plan, followed in this instance by the
Babu, is the only one by whicluit may be discovered how
much truth there is in the time-honoured legends,  taadis
tions and superstitions abservanees of anodern nations,
If his and his friend’s tests prove nothing else, they cer-
tainly show that not every one who invokes himselt in
a mirror at midnight«hy the light of two candles, will,
of necessity, be appalled by ghostly apparitions, .But
his own conmmon sense has probably suggested what is no
doubt the faet of the case, viz, that the phenomena deseribed
by Prince T'zeretelif, in ome June munber, ave obscrvable
only by persons of a peending temperament,  This is cer-
tainly the rule in every other department of psychic
phenomena,  As regards the * Bewitched - Mirror™ tale
we printed it as an illustration of one of the oldest of
Slavic beliefs, leaving it to the reader to put the test or
not as pleased him best,—Ei,

[Auigust, 1880,

NSOBS, SODS AND POSIES,

A few wecks ago, one Cleorge Naims, a British sailor,
bruatally murdered at Caleutta a poor police sepoy who
was quictly standing on his beat, and with whom he had
never spoken or even exchanged o word betore,  The
misereant  knocked down his vietim, and then eut his
troat with a knife which he Tad bronght ashore purposely
to kill some one with,  He was tried and convicted, but
recommended to merey by the jury.  But the Court, repri-
nianding the juwrors for a recommendation so utterly un-
called for under the eircnimstanees, gave sentence ; and the
CGovernment of Indizipon being appealed o, very sen-
sibly sl justly affirned the decision of the Court,  Well,
this red-handed murderer was hung, the other day, and
his body interred at the Scoteh Burial Ground, Calentta,
The Tadian Duily News says

There were present at the cemetery, sotue time hefore the funeral
corteqe arvived, ahout fifty ladies and gentlemen,  On the arnival of
the heavse, the colling which bore the insceription of * George Nairns,
executed July 20ed 1880, aged 20 yenrs,” was covered by an Union
Jack, and was shonlidered by six of Naivns’s shipmates,and earried
to the foot of the grave,  The Rev. Mr Giltan ofticiated, and in the
lirst instance rewl out those portions of seripture which Nairng was
most fould of heaviug rewd to him after hiscondemnation, Ile then
referved in general to the ters of the statement made by Nairng
on the seaflold, aud more pavticnlarly addressing the sailors present,
he warned them to take example from the fate which had befallen
Naivug, mud enriestly advised them to avoid the low Native liguor
shops.  The nsual prayers were then offered wpe On the collin
being lowered into the grave, many a sod was thrown in - pityingly,
awl many a merciful womanly hand flung in a bhunch of Howers,
il vy a hed was turned aside to wipe away a tear for the
shamefal end of & young man whose carcer had promised such
better thing<, At the conclusion, the Rev, Mr, Godwin, assisted
Iy several ladies who were present, sang the hymn, “Safe in the
Arins of Jesur,” .

Who would not be a murderer of sepoys, after that
Fifty gushing ladies and gentlemen; the Union Jack to
enwrap onc’s coftin: consoling texts read from the Bible,
lits favourites after kis condenmution (cheap country lignor
was his specialty before): sods thrown “ pityingly ™ in—for
gond luck, doubtless, as slippers are thrown at weddings;
sweet nosegays; and pearly tears vaining down fair checks
—what more conld any respectable assassin demand /
What, indeed, hut to know that, like poor Rip Van Winkle's
drink, this murder should not count against him,  And
even this comtort was not withheld by the Churelr; for, to
top oft all, the winsome Reverend Godwin and his fair
slobberers launchad out with *Safe in the Arms of Jesus.”
Happy George ! Tt is to be regretted, however, that our
Caleutta contemporary omitted one important fact, with-
out knowing which the reader canmot fully appreciate
the beauties of the Cliistian Atonement,
let ws ask, is the neerdered sepoy < safe” !

In whose arms,

——rp——————
A BEDDIHIST HYMY,
BY L. M, STRONG, MAIOR, LOTH BENGAL LANCERS,

1.
As soft as life by Ganga
T'wo thousand cycles sinee,
Thy words, for which we hunger
Mild Muster, Saviour, Prince,
2,
Have Dlessed ny, puace or trial 3
Untaught by church mud priests
To stain our pure denial
With lust for Swerga’s feasts,®
3
Awhite with Love thon rested,
A father’s joy thou knew,
Thus all our wenkness tested,
Discerned the false and true,
4,
As lonely spoonbill winging
‘I'o browl in some wild mere,
Maybe, on woes out-springing
From life—the strife, the fear :
i,
So thou, dear Lord, didst leave us
And learnt the Rightful Way-—
Kach one his burden grievous
Himself can cast away.

* An author ou Buddhism has rcm:\_rkc«'l that the true Buddhist does not
mar the purity of hig self-denial ju this life, by Iusting after the spiritual
joys of a world to come,
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ONE THEOSOPHISTS VIEW OF MAN'S
LOSITION AND PROSPECTS*

W. F. KIRLY,

By LAY V-

Children of Maya, and living in more scuses than one
in the Kali-Yug, how ean we arvive at truth; we who
liave no knowledge of the absolute, nor any standard hy
which we can attain to absolute truth ¢ Only, as it scems
to we, by ascertaining from the pust and present exactly
where we stand.

The famous parable, propounded 1230 years ago, on the
oceasion of the arrival of some of the earliest Christiun
missionaries to the English, at the court of King Edwin
of Northumberland, is as true now as on the duy when it
was spoken,  “ Truly the life of & man in this world,
compared with that life whercol we wot not, s on this wise.
It is as when thou, O King, art sitting at supper with
thine Aldermen wnd thy Thanes in the time of winter,
when the hearth is lighted in the midst, and the hall is
warny, but without the raius and the snow are falling 2
the winds ave howling 5 then cometh a sparvow, and flicth
thromgh the house, she cometh in by one door and - vocth
out by another,  While she is in the house, she feeleth not
the storm of winter, but yet, when a little moment of vest is
passed, she flicth again into the stort, and passeth away
from our eyes. Sois it with the life of man, it is but for
a moinent, what goeth afore it, and what cometh after it
wot we not at all. - Wherefore it these strangers can tell
us anght, that we may know whencee wan cometh and
whither he goeth, et us hearken to thew and tollow their
Jaw.”

1t is doubttul whether the Teutonic tribes bronght any-
thing with them frone the common home of the Aryans in
Central Asia, except exoteric fragments of some Oriental
religion, nor does it appear that they were cver fully ju-
itinted, like their predecessors in Kurope, and the Clivistian
nations within the limits of the Roman Empive,  But betore
I trace down the growth of our present knowledge, 1 wonld
point ent that whercas the seeds of any of the greatest
advances in knowledge or mtellectual development have
heen sown amony the Latins, they have borne no fruit un-
til transplanted to German soilt T liave just said that
it is very doubtful whether the Tentonic nations were
ever inttiated, either betore their conversion to Chivistiani-
ty, or alterwards ; and therefore they eagerly took up the
great intelleetual movement of the Reformation,  But the
leaders of the Reformation shared in the jgnorance and
bigotry of theirnge, and endeavoured to bind all suceeed-
ing ages down to a burren worship of the letter, which has
rendered  Protestantism, especially in its more extreme
forms, the baldest amd most exoteric of all weligions. Yet,
they threw open the Bible to all, and the light has traly
shone amid the darkness, and the darkness comprehended
it not, tor thie more or less hidden wisdom which it con-
tains, especially that of the New Testament, has done
much to counteract the evil temdency of the theology of
the reformers, To digress for a moment, let me say that
there are three very distinet meanings jumbled up i the
English translation of the Gospels, nnder the word Heaven,
In the synaptic Gospels the word is almost always in the
plural, (except where it means the sky) and is evidently
used for the Spivitual Worlds,  The sceond menning, al-
ready mentioned, is the sky, In this case the word s in
the singular, and the weaning is obvious from the context,
The third meaning is to be found in the Gospel of John,
Here the word isin the singular, and nsually  denotes the
state whence Christ descended, and to which he was to
retun, or in plain terms, Nirvana,

But even in physieal matters, the hovizon of  Europeans
3OO or 400 years ago was fearfully contracted,  The carth
was of very limited extent and duration to them: yet it
was the only importunt portion of the universe, except

Heaven and Hell,  Their ddens were even more eramped
thun those of the Mohammadans, (narow as isx exoterie
T O A paper read iforo the British Theosophical Society, May 2, 1850,
+ Tho Reformation, the Circulation of the Blood, and Modiin Axtronomy
way be muutioned in illustration,
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Mohamanadanisin), for the Arabs extended their voyages
to Spain, Todia, Ching, the A Islands, Zonzibar, aud
Madagascar, and perhaps further; anld b addition to their
reginding the earth as of vast extent (fin excecding its
real dimensions), they had imported part of the Indian
metaphorical cosmogonies, which greatly enloged theiv
ideas of the vastness of the universe*

At Jength, however, came Galileo and Columlbus, and
the real dimensions and  character of the enth and the
physical universe were discovered,

After this cane  Rationalisin,  demanding  that  all
knowledge  resting  on autlority  should  produce s

credentials,  Its misston s to sweep away the falsitics of
the past to prepure for the future, and this wrk is as vet
incorplete. We can afford, however, to look on ealmly, tor
it i3 not vur mission to destroy, but o build up, and the
Rationalistic plongh only preparves the soil for the good
seed of future progress,

Next camne Geology, extending our view backwards and
forwards, far beyoud the 6,000 yems of the popular theo-
logy.  Then come the discovery of the smtigquity of ma,
aind ol principles of evolution, sweeping away the materia-
listic interpretation of Genesis. Finadly, the discovery of
spectin analysis has established the unity of the physical
univense, and the rise of Spiritualism has openeld betore
us the vast hovizons of the spivitual wiverse.

Natiomally, we lave everything to encournge us, We
are not nrace that has retvograded, and although the ear-
lier civilisations may have rizen to a bigher devel than
ol own, yet we are o new people, visen within avery few
centuries from wtter barbarism to the station which we
vecrtipy at present,

But we cannot uet rid o Cu.\‘il_\' of the contracted ddeas
which previdled unul, as it were, yesterday, respecting
space and tiime,  Just as our Christiin: brethren, without
exeeption, look forwanrd to carn * Hewven” by one well-
spent lite, so are we too Hable to look to Nirvana ax attain-
able by the single sustained cffort of o single Hife. We da
1ot consider that we inhabit & very sall and very inferior
world, and that one ana s still too short to reach the s,
but like blind nien restored tasight, we think we can tonch
anything we ean see, Even as rvegards the material
universe, 1think Tane much within the mack in saying
that a pea placed v the middle of one of o Lgest
parks would not wore than vepresent the proportion horne
by vur carth to the solar system alone, Beyond the
systenn it would take 200,000 years to count the number
of miles to the nearest fixed star,

You will axk mie, what of the necomplished vuton with
God, of which the mystiex s]wuk #Phis, T think 1
expliin by referring to Swedenborg, who says that i
some of the inferior planets, the inhabitants ave permitted
to worship the amgel, (or the society of angels) appoiuted
to rule over them. [nanother passage, he says that the
ligher the society, the more it appenss to the angels that
they act of themselves, but the more certainly  they  know
that they speak wd act from the Lord alone; that s, as
I take it, from the socicty next above then, though
which the divine influx descends to them.  Again, there
15 understood to Ine perfect communon of lhullght and
feeling within the higher socicties, so that the thought or
act ot any wember is felt as the thought or aet of all,
Henee it would scem to any man who suceeeded i placing
hinmself temporarily en rapport with such a society, that
he had become one with God sand his feelings would be
practically inconmmunieable  to anyone who had had no
similar experience, I this view is corvect, it will go far
to explain such idens as absorption of individuality, which
wre often used without any very cler sanl definite sense
heing attached to thew,

Again, very few gencrations sepiunte the savage  rom
the sage. The links Lave existed, but ou looking back
through history they shade away,  Shall one material
existence, even on carth, be sutlicient for our development,

T Heo the story of Bulookiya, iu the Jowbien ¥ yghts



250 THE THEOSOPHIST,

if it requires material existence at all 2% Infinite are the
phases of humane life, even here, nor could any two exis-
tenees he other than widely different, Henee a new carth-
Iy existence would be to all intents and purposes as new
a life as the twmster from one spiritual society to another,
And there must be a still greater liffierence between
planct and planet, Lot us look rather to slow and sure
steps for advaneenent, than attempt to seale the Heavens
at a bound, and thus vepeat the ervor of  the  Christians.
The carth is, (as the Arabs say, speaking of the ha)i-
table portion of the carth, compared  with theiv idea of
what is uninhabited) as a tent ina desert; and within the
vast limits of the solar system, there must e, aromnd
and beyond the material worlds, worlds within - worlds
of spirvitual universes, all which lic before us, as we pass
to and fro, first, between the carth and its dependent,
spheres (for T greatly doubt if we are really in communiea-
tion with any spiritual spheres at all, exeept those ime
niediately dependent on the carth), and then from planet
to planet, our residence in each planet, inchuding restdence
in its dependent spheres, till we renel the suns, and thus:

“ From stav to star,
From world to huninous world, ax far
Asx the nniverse stretehes ity fluming wall”

But beyond the envths, beyowd the spheres, beyond  the
sun, beyond  Sirius, beyond Aleyone, lies Nirvana, the
state of the pure spirits, far above any aterial or even
Huidic world, and we are told that when a Buddha s
ubout to attain it, he would spurn from lim with utter
scorn the offer of becoming the kinge of a0 Deva- Luka,
(one of the highest spivitual workds), for a handred
million years; or any other conceivable blessedness, in
exchiange, although his power over the material universe
has become practically infinite,
“Take all the plensures of all the spheres,

And multiply cach taough endless years ;
One minute of Henven is worth them all,

Truly, we yet stand Jow, very low on onc of the rungs of
Jacolr's Indder, with its foot in the primeval nebula, and
its hend in Nirvana,  Let us not suppose that one good
life con deserve Nirvann, any more than one evil Jite
can deserve eternnl suftering,

Howitt onee seofted at o visit to all the worlds in the uni-
verse as “rathera long joumey,” Gramted, It what matters
time or space to us it we have an eternal existence betore
us 7 Al our lives must be conneeted togethier s and when
we enter 1 world, we bring onr eapacities, and b doubt
not, our friends with us, The universe being held together
by bonds of symputhy, shadl it not be the case with spirits
from lite to life 2 But T doubt if spiritual aftinity depends
on sex. Withont caring to wn into details, 1 may say
that as I interpret. well-known facts of physiology, sex
is a mere badily aceident, sd not inherent in the spirit,
Here, i states of society where the sexes are ona come-
parative equality, we regad the deepest :|ﬁl.-vtinn ns cone
Jugal s but where this is not the ease, in :uuvn:nt and espe-
cially in Eastern countries, the deepest affections: we read
of are not always so. It is clear that Achilles was far
more sineerely attached to Patroclus than to Briseis, qonl
that David was far more attached to Jonathan than to
Michal.  The deepest affeetion, too, may somctinies exist
between relatives; as in o the curious instance cited by
Miss Blackwell, of @ mother and danghter, who were so
deeply attached  that, when the former died, sh'u mine-
diately sought and abtained  permission to reiearnate
herself as hier danghter's ehild,

Let us not be led astray by the contracted horizons
and the narrow ideas of the past, bat let ns look upen
the past and futire as becomes beings with fnfinite possi-
bilitics before us, in an intinite universe, i we will only
free omrselves from prejudice, and work and wait patiently,
without hoping for or grasping at everything at once,

* Dr. Temple hax shown us that the devolopment of tho race iz as the
development of the individual, winl must not  the converse be true, that
the development of the individual iv as that of the race

[August, 1880,

ADDITIONAL NOTF,

It s sometimes argued that the other planets, and
much more the sung, are too lot or teo cold to support
life : but I think it more reasonable to believe that all,
or nearly alljthe plancts are inhabited by beings adapted
to their phvsieal eondition,  Still less can 1 suppose life
to Dhe absent in the suns, themselves the centres of life
to the planets aronnd  thet,  They are probably the
abode either of the spivits controlling the systems, or of
spirits not wholly free from the last link binding them
to the materiality of the system which they at present
imhabit.*  Even the prose Edda tells ns that © those not
indigenous thereto cannot enter Muspellheim.” Ot course
nothing material as we understand the word could iuhabit
even the superior plancts, mueh less the suns,

-
HEALTH OF THE LYES.
BY PROF, D, 8, MARTIN,

The eye is one of the most sensitive and  complicated
of all the organs of the hwman body, It is intimately
connected hoth with the brain and nervous system on the
one hand, and with the general system of the cireulation on
the other, i its relation with the brain, it shares in all
the various conditions of nervons exeitement or depression,
labor or repose, T its conneetion with the general cirenla-
tion, it is affected by all irregularities of the  system, and
15, therefore, linble to injury tnany defective state of the
general health,

There are many ways in which this moest important
organ is apt to receive harm, through ignorance of the need
that there is of coue in its use, It is suflicient to refer to
a few of the most frequent of these canses jand among
them may be particalarly mentioned  three, viz—Strain-
ing the eyes by working tn defective, or in excessive, light—
Overwcork, or ertreme e, protracted exertion of the
eyesight—Using the eyes when e an irvitated or acevhened
shale,

As regads straining the eyes, nothing is more common
than the habit of trying to work or read after the daylight
has hegun to fude i the afternoon,  Persons are anxions
to finish something that they are engaged upon, amd so
continue the effort to work long atter the light is insuftici-
ent and the attempt injurions,  The members of a funily
should in this respeet keep wateh over one another, to
prevent this tendency,  Tn the same way at night, care
should be taken never to carry on any work whick strains
the eves, by an imperfeet artificial light,  If there s the
least sense of effort in using the eyes, or any want of ease
and eomfort in so doing, another lamp, candle, or burner
shoull be lighted; or else, any wurL demanding much
exertion of the sight should cease,

As regands overwork of the eyes, the remark  Iast made
applies with cqual force.  However suflicient the  light
way be, if at any time, after working a while, there comes
on a xense of cffort or weariness of eyesight, the work
shoulll e stopped, Resting the eyes for a time will
generally enable o person to go on again without harmn :
this may be done cither by closing the eyes and if possible
sleeping for a little while, or by walking ont somewhat
i the open air and allowing the eyes to range over distant
objects, especiadly green Tandseapes, instead of dwelling
upon these that are small and close,

The third point, that of nse of the eves when irritated
or weakened dicany way, is one of great consequence, The
tendeney to o from this source many  arise from weak.
ness cither of the eyes themselves, or of the general health
of the system,—very frequently from both together,  Any
impaired state of general health is very apt to influenee
the eyes s und persons are not aware how Litle exertion it
takes, at such times, to injure these delicate organs,
_Ji'r'lwcinlly is this the case during and after recovery Trom
less,

* The Cods ad their nvators are always symbolixed by the ruu,
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Parents aud teachers should be earveful in regawrd to the
habits of children and young persons.  "They should never
be allowed to read and study under either of the cireum-
stunces deseribed, viz, @ after daylight begins to fude, or by
imperteet light at night.  LZarticnder care should also be
exercised to prevent the habit of Lolding the object
unnecessarily close to the eye, or of lowering the head
near to the object ; 12 inches being the least and about 20
inches the maximum distance for the book o work  from
the eye, in ordinnry cases. Seats ought always to be
so adjusted to the height of tables or desks, that it shall
not be necessary for persons to stoop over into a * round-
shonldered” position in order to work or to read or write,

There are also some other important points to he
observed, particularly with regard to the manner and  the
amnount in which strong light is allowed to fall upon the eye
or upon the ohjects whercon it is engaged, The quantity of
light tolernted by the eye is Hmited, We caunot look at
the sun with impunity. Even Inminous objects, far less bril-
liant than the sun, cause a painful sensation when  their
rays strike direetly upon the eye. The more uniformly the
light is dispersed and the less divectly. its rays penetrate
the cye, the more beneficial is its action,  The uniformly
dispersed daylight serves as the best example,  Every
violent and sudden contrast between light and darkness,
is disagreeable, and becomes  injurions if frequently  re-

peated.  Flickering light is likewise unpleasant and fati-
guing.  The simultancous action of luminous contrasts is

nlso harmtul.  Suech contrasts are produced when a bright
light is covered by a dark shade,  The small space  light-
ed is intensitied by the broad dark zone of shadow around
it ; and under the infuence of snch contrary  states of
llnmination, the eyes me strained and so - tire easily. A
shade of gronnd glass or poreclain, covering the e and
ausing a somewhat subdued but wniforn ithunination, s
far preferable to o dark shade,  Tu o these materials we
possess 1 powerful means of softening a dazzling light by
dispersion of its rays,

Aunother matter of care is, that we should not directly
fuce low windows theough which the light strikes, Sky-
light or light from above, is the best light for all work not
requiring a bent position of the head, and, therefore, de-
serves a far more general application in the construction
of factories, workshops, schools, and other buildings, or in
the methods of artiticial illonination,  In writing or simi-
lnr handwork, the light should strike from the left side, in
order to avoid the shadow east by the right hand ; and in
all cases it is far better that the light should come from
above than from below,  ¥or this reason, those window-
shades that raise and lower from the bottom, arve preferable
to the ordinary ones that are rolled at the top, or to the
window awnings that shut out the light of the sky, and
awlmit it only from below. Tt is, thevefore, important that
pavents and teachers in schools should also see to it that
pupils do not study with the dircet rays of the sunshine
fulling on the book, or desk, or Hoor, and that they do not,
on the other hand, sit directly facing’low windows, as the
eyes become dazzled by either of these errors, and injury
may result,

When there is perceived any great sensitiveness of the
eyes towards very bright or excessive light, towards white
and retlecting objects of work, or towards the retieetion of
the sun-light from snow and other white surfaces, the use
of speetacles with plain light-bluce or gray (so-called London
smoke) glasses s generally safe and a great reliet and pro-
tection ; as it softens the painful brilliancy, without inter-
fering with ready sight.  Blue veils, to some extent,
answer the same purpose as blue glasses.

Tn any case of persistent uneasiness, weakness, or other
observed defeet of the cyes, reeonrse should be had prompt-
ly to a competent oculist.—Popular Health Alinanae,

————— —

AT WHATSOEVER MOMENT YOU CATCH YOURSELF TRY-
ing to persuade yonrself' that you are particularly humble,
be assured that then you are farthest from humnility,
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[Continued from the May number, |
THE VEDANTA PIILOSOPILY,

Expounded by the Sucicty of Benares Panditg, and translated for the
PHEUSOIIIST,

BY PANDIT SURYA NARAYEN, SEC'Y.

The subject of onur last discussion was that Purushér-
tha (human effort) is the Aarow’s serpent that overwhielis
the result of the Priiravdha actions, ‘This enjoing Jiva to
tuke an uninterrupted course towards Purushdrtha for the
knowledge of those things which niay sueeced in putting
to an end the troubles of this life from its root, that they
may not in time see the light again,  "The troubles of this
life are fourin number :—(1) relating to thebody (GTw),
(2) relating to the mind (R1A®),* (3) relating to beings
(Cﬂllﬁﬂlrﬁi), and  (4) relating to o tutelary or presi-
ding deity (STNZEF), The first gronp includes the va-
rious sorts of diseases with which a man is attacked ; the
seeomd come in the form of some desive or object, anger,
thought, and the like ; the thivd sort of trouble which is
expericneed by Jive is set on foot by the agencey of ma-
terial beings, as, for instance, serpents, tigers, and various
other hurtful ereatures ; and the fourth or last, is that
which is brought about by the ageney of spivitual beings.
Though there arve special means of annililating the mise-
ries above referred to, still at the smne time there is every
probability of their recursion at any time.  As far as the
present subject s concerned, it is worthy of notice that
man should promptly take in hand the attainment. of the
knowledge of those things only which may extirpate Iis
troubles and leave no room for their gernns to grow again,
This is what we mean by the distinction between the
spiritual (SUEAT) and non-spirvitual (HAEEA),

If the misconception of a thing results from the un-
conscionsness of its real nature, it is quite clear that the
knowledge of its true nature will efface from our memory
the inaccurate impressions of things so long made.  As,
for example, the figure of a picee of rope in the dwk in-
volves the existence of the different kinds of illusions ;
viz, a serpent, a rod, or a strenm of wine, &e, ;3 while the
true knowledge of that rope which makes the sweet bells
of any one’s imtellect jangle out of tune is sure to subsido
the fumes of existing delusiveness enused by his ignor-
anee,

In the same manner it is simply the nnconsetousness of
his real nature that makes Jiva cast his regards about
Lim as a doer, or an cujoyer, &e., whicl, in case, whenever
he recognises his real nature, passes into empty air. Most
people say that the Vedantis (followers of the Vedanta
doctrine) who are not exempt from the actions of this work-
ing day-life, ave surcly nceessories hefore the fact and wash-
ing the blackamoor white, if' they deny in being ealled
doers or enjoyers, thongh  they safely enjoy the results of
their actions at the same time. But this is, in fact, 2 mere
misconception of those who view the subject In this light,
for this Jiea being a portion, or rther a reficeted beamn of
that Great and Glovions fountain-head of light must neees-
sarily be similar in qgualities attached to the forner,  As
Brabma does not possess the quality of a docr or an en-
Joyer, &e, so does Jiew, and this end ean be seeured by
merely knowing his real form ;5 for this bady, the seat of
our efforts, which is made up of the five clements is not
the Jiva we mean, and if we do that, it will bring into
light a dend set upon our arguments, the result of which
will prove o perfeet Babel, 1t is this.  Supposing this
Jiva to have o beginning awd an end like the body, the
performance of such meritorions actions as yiving alms to
the poor, showing mercy upon living beings, speaking the
truth, neither himself committing theft nor instigating
any other to do so, amd vencerating Ishwara (i’l(), &e.,
is worth placing in the back ground, becanse there is no
chance of that Jive who is dead now to come into exis-
tence again in all his perfect linenments as before to enjoy

® By this word the Vedanta doctrine whicli is ‘very similar to that of the
Sunkhya, signifiesjan internal organ standing between the organs of percep-
tion aud of activy, as au ¢leveutborgan whick partakes of the natupe of both,
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the results of those actions which remained dormant in
his previous existence.  We are thus led to conclude that
man undergoes the happiness or nnsu) of this world with-
ot any eanse, beeause, when there is no transmigration of
sonl, hiow can we come to the pnmt that the h.m] piness or
lmsmv as mentioned above s due to the actions done in
plmmlm lite,  (This is tuken into consideration in that

case only where there is no divect or straightforwavd canse
of their ocetrrenee ina preseut life), and also it uives
rise to this defeet that Jfira enjovs the fruits of these ace-
tions, whieh he has not. done, and is deprived, instead of
it, of the fimits of those which Lave not bheen done hy
his agency.,  The organs of the body (31%3) ean never e
called  Javo, heeause this ehemieal combination of atons
and molecules (hody) is not totally brought to ruin iu the
absenee of any one of them, sl that man ean live as deal
blind, sand dumb, &e. Similarly we cannot. designate the
vitality o the vital action of life (Rl‘ﬂ) as Jiva, bocanse
it is destitute of senses,  As. for example, i o man takes
away anything from near a man lost, i sloep, the vital
setion thomgh at work at that time, eannot determine
what happens near the man,

After having made mnnifest. the above statement, we
run away with the notion that sneire (the cleventh or-
gan) eannot also falfil the required conditions,  When o
man is - gleeping soundly, he s quite destitade of mana,
This gives vise to a delfeet as inoone of the above state-
wents which firnishes Jire with the enjoyment of the
result of the actions not done hy him aund the destruetion
of those brought. into exercise m the present hife,  Ano-
ther defeet is when ooman awakes from gleep he says e
has slept wmueh, aud had no regand about any othee thing
Now one shonld not, u-mllmt this et when he is
asleep, beeause reeollection is due to things onee seen in
a wakefud state and that hie camot form an idea of that
thing which he has never seen. Had this nnconseions-
ness not heen expericneed during sleep, its vecollection
would never have heen hrought into light when awaking,
But we have alveady said that (EIFT) and (A1) are both
absent during sleep, then we shall have to sny that . ix.Jiva
only whoe h.m that uneonse iousness - view,  Therefore,
aana (the cleventh organ) is not Jire,

Jive who is existing in all times, i.el o sound sleep,
dream or waketul state, is throwing light everywhere and
is as free from the disguises as Braluna, Hoe being o por-
tion of Him whose influence pervades the whole Universe,
is not a doer, or an enjoyer, &e., and breaks loose from thee
four kindsg of troubles ennmerated above on recognising
his real form or natnre,

else,

—
[ Froy e Corovio (CrYLON) EXAMINER.]
TITE TIHFEOSOPISTA.

So far as we can understand the doetrines of this so-
ciety. or. to speak more correetly, so far ax Colonel Ovcory
has let us know them from his lecture, there is nothing in
them to provoke the hostility of any veligionists,  Uhe
Theosophists avow that they holid no article of faith, they
oppose none, and are 1‘c:uly to welcome all classes of' belief
and shades of upinion into the Universal Brotherhood of
which they are the apostles. They are mere searchers
atter truth, and they invite all classes and conditions of
men to assist them in their search,  The human utellect.
has busied itsclf with this search: from the earliest ages,
and the myth of the Golden Fleece and the Holy Grail
are examples of a phase of human faith which finds per-
petual repetition even in our days of advanced civilization,
whon railways and telegraphs, and the clectric light—not
to mention less recondite agencies of physical force—have
well nigh disillusionised the mind of its tendency towards
mysticisin and the traditions of the supvmbltmn Never-
theless, that there is a latent principle inns which hankers
aftor the wnknown, a longing to get at the unknowable,
is sufficiently attested b) “the multltmlc of well- cducatcd
men who have devoted their lives to the solution of this
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FOR THE TrUIL, but so long as their searel is made with
great problem.  They have all confessedly been searching
due ]mmlhty and earnestness, no man who has a firm
faith in what he believes is the truth, and the excelienen
of his own system of faith, can quarrel with the Theoso-
phists.  Theiv minds are a dabudo vasa, so to speak, and
ready to reccive iapressions,  And it s left to those who
differ from them to step in and impress their roligion ou
them if they vane As owr information goes, no one in
Ceylon or olsewhere has attempted this, thongh o Ceylon

Journalist has permitted himself” the privilege of attacking

them,

A polemienl comntryman of ours, we hear, ehallengod
them to a publie debate, but this they declined to accept.
Abnse and public debates arve the worst. instruments of
conversion, and if the Theosophists despised  the one and
declined the other, they have acted with commendable
pradence. They tell us they have a conscientious mis.
sion to perform, and we  see them Jabouring carnestly in
the discharge of their selt-imposed duties,  They may be
mistaken in their mission, and theiv Iahours may he al-
together vain, - Still the spivit of research which they are
now striving to infuse into the minds of onr torpid eonn-
trymen cannot, but fail to lead to good results ; espeeially
it the prineiple of Universal Brotherhool which they ad-
vocate lead to the demolition of  the most pernicions and
demoralizing enste system which, in qpii‘(, of the doetrines
of eqnality and fraternity preached by Gourana Bupnna,
still entheals the ]moplu of this -nunfn But, says their
adversary, these are dangerons men ; though they have no
dangerous ductrines to teach, yet by their exanple they
teach people to throw oft the vestraints of all existing rehi-
wions 3 they preach against Christianity which helieves in
a divine Trinity, wunst Mahometanisin which believes in
one God, against, Hinduisin - which believes in many guols,
mt they favour Buddhisin which believes in no Ged, We
think this is vot a fair statement of the case. The Theoso-
phists say they have examined the various systems of
refigion which prevail in Europe and America and are dis-
satistied with all of them, that from reading and examin-
ing the different systeris, they have diseovered in Buil-
dhisni the glinmpses of many excellent truths, buried in the
dusty corrnptions of many ages and - that they have come
here personally to study Buddhism,  Snrely there enn he
nothing in this  that is subversive of morals or of goml
Government.  livery man who professes a religion neees-
sarily denies at least by implication, the truth ot all other
veligions than his own,  The Theosophists only go a step
further and deny all religions without an exeeption.  But
they do not stop there,  They believe in a futare state of
Imppmf\q% ormsery,  they obey  the dictates of their con-
seienee, some 1l¢~ny the existenee of a personal God, hut,
all unite in inquiving after - closer knowledge of the ai-
tributes of God. Thus far the picture is «rrnul, hut when
the Theosophists talk of initiations and shiboleths, we can-
not help thinking that they are clogging a truly noble
cause by the uluptlun of \.npul formalities.  We are told
that the Theosophists are in possession of faculties which
were once aseribed to magic, and that such faenlties ought,
not to be tmparted except to the initiated, and even
amongst the hatiated, not to all but to the most approv-
cd of them.

The so-called oceult sciences and the black arts have
long been exploded,® and though the votaries of modern
qpnltualmm would seenn to lave revived faith in the old
direction, it would be impossible in this matter of fact age,
an age which refuses to take any thing on trust, be it ever

‘€0 Inn'hly recommended, for any attmnpt to lead the mind

out of the groove of the inductive logic of cause and effect,
to succeed at the end. We have neither partiality nor
prejudice for the Theosophists ; we believe they are actu-
ated by the very best and n()blf‘qt of motives—that of
elevating their brother men, irrespective of enste and color,
to the Innhcl level of a Umvcr%'ll Brotherhond, In thm
great, mission tlloy mlcrht. to command the respect and the

* Perhaps not,—Ed, Titgos,
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sympathy of all true philanthiropists, thongh, as in the case
of all reformers they mmst be propared to encounter ob-
stacles and opposition, and even obloquy 3 but if, as we
doubt not, they helieve in the greatness of the work before
them, and endenvour conscientiously to earry it out, no
lover of his kind will grmdae them whatever suecess they
may achicve,

LALLNVTSHL P

Tt highly geatified onr Delegates to Ceylon to find that
not only every educated priest and Iayman, bat the un-
edueated people of that Island also, knew the possibilivy
of nar’s acquiring the exalted psychieal powers of adept-
ship, and the fuet that they had often been aequired, At
Bentota we were taken to a temple where a commnnity of
500 of these Kahats, or adepts had formerly resided. Nay,
we even et those who hal quite recently encountered
such holy men s and a certain cminent priest who joined
o Seciety was shortly after periitted to see and exehange
some of one signs of recognition with one, It is true that, as
in hidiacand Wy pt, there is a prevalent idea that the term
for the manifestation of the highest grades of calatship
(Ruhat ov Arahat is the Pali equivident for the Sanskit
Rishi—one who has developed his psyehical powers to their
fullest extent) has expired, but this comes from a mistaken
notion that Buddba himselt” had limited the period of such
developient to one milleniwin after his death,  To set this
matter at rest we here give a teanslation by Mr, Freederie
Dias, Pandit of the Galle Theosophical Society, of passages
which may be regarded as absolntely authoritative, "They
were kindly colleeted for ns by the ehief assistant priest
of the Parmananda Vilare, at Galle-~ K,

MeMonraNpun,

AN opinion is almost universally current among the
literary class of Buddhists that the period of the wold

for attaining to Ralatship has expived, and the present
That.

age Is ouly a theoretical period of the Yoga-system,
this opinion is crroneous, is evident from the wnerous
passages of the Buddhistienl Seriptores where the Dhydna
system s deseribed and the practical course of contemp-
lation discussed.
Ralatsleip, the following are extracted —

“Pigha Nikaya"  (Scetion  treating on Dhyina

System.  Parinibberiea Suttan.”)

Iecha  Subadda Dhikku
Toko A rahantild,

“ Hear Subhaddra.
Rahats if the Yogis iy dispensation will and truly per-
form wmy precepts”

“ Manorada Pivani Angottara Atawaeva,”

Samudd Vihavelynn  Aswnno

Buddhanonhi parinilibanado wassa sabooe Méwa Jretisaan-
bhida  wibbattetun  sablenti tdoparancha Ablivni tdlopi
dsalbenta  tino wijpe wibbantenti gachehanti 7.‘4(/::!17/:[ ih-
battelun Adalkento sullavepanaka honti,

Within a period of one thousand years from the temn-
poral death of Buddha, the sacerdotal order will attain to
that grade of Rahat termed * Siwupilidimbinpat Rahat’
(the Ist order). At the lapse of this period the sacerdotal
order will attain to the grade termed < Shat Abhigna’
(the 2ud order), In the conrse of thne the sacerdotal
order will attain to the grade * Tividdhya' (8ed orvder).
After a further lapse of thime this grade will also cease,
and the priesthood will attain only < Suska. Widarsaka’
(+th ordor.)

Among these four grades of Rahat a lHmited iime is de-
tinedd only to the frst order.  And no defined period is
assigned to the previdence of the other three orders,

< Milindapprasua,”-—By the Ruhat Mbgasend.

* As apond is kept flled up with water by the contiunal
pouring of vain; as a conflagration is kept up by feeding
the tire with dry wood 5 as a glass is lustred by frequent
cleaning ; even so hy the invariable observance of the en-
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joined devotional vules, amnd by indefatigable exertion to
Jead o pure life oy the part of the priesthoad, the world
will not be devoid of Rahats,”
So it is evident that the attaimpent of Rehatship has
e d(‘ﬁnml ]wriml,
(T be continnnd,)

—ep————

SOLAR VOLCANOLS, OR SPOTS UUPON
THE SUN,
BY D, ¥ DUDLEY, M, 1D,
Counnillor of the Theasoplical Nocivty.

Having with our four-ineh, clear aperture, Clark and
Son's telescope watched  during the past. months,  those
portentons spots npon the swi's disk which have of late
excited such general wonder and - eauserll redoublod atten-
tion nmong astronomers, 1 contribute the following in the
hope that it niay interest some of your ninmerous readers,
miseellaneons as they are in nationalities, ereads and taste,

The elaborate little strument. veferred to, is nuneaeel-
led in the delieney of s definitions. Tt developed on
Sinulay, June the 20th, somne ihirty-three specks on the
sun : the largest asolitary one ;) the others grouped into
two distinet  clusters, situaied  thousads of miles apart,
Around the weclews of some of these, not only  the wibie
but the penvinbere were most signally and vividly por-
Irayed,

Whoever as funilinvized himself with the useof tha
precious instrnment, the Ophitholioseope, inthe investiga-
tion of diseases of the reting of the eye, may forin a gra-
plie wdea of these telescopie appearanees @ inastich as
the dmage of the s, when condensed by the 4-inel
refractor upan the dittle speenhing employed by us, re-
sembles i its gencral aspeet, size and contour, the view
thus obtained of the above-muned visual structure, More-
over, to enhanes this likeness still more, those phenome-
nal spots tinting the great Bye off Day. typitied most
surprisingly some of the pathologieal eonditions of the
retinal tunic of the hunan eye, giving it all the precision
of a photogrnphie picture,  Indead, so impressive was this
similitude, that donring our observations we  fonnd oupself!
abstractedly giving thought to the ease as one of ‘bigmmv
tation, with ancmia and atrophy of the choroid and vetinal
\'«-ss.-ls.

From day o day, frone hour (0 hour, even while we
wore watching thew, those solar spots underwenl visible
changes ; some becime extinet, others heeame bridged ;
smne two or three coaleseed, while new ones of varying
forms and grandeur hurst. into existence.  Finally, one of
the two clusters totally disappearad, while the others be-
cime enlarged and so materially altered  that instead of
remindiug us of the retinal specks of o disensed eye, the
spots had gathered themselvesinto the foroy of o miniature
chart of that Hawniian group, spotting the Pacitic Ocean,
which our Englishe cousins prefer to styvle the  Sandwiele
Ishinls,

In the Tast named condition, with slight visible altera-
tions, that cluster remained until the monsoon burst il
we were precluded, Tor some ten days frown the making of
further ohservations, during  whieh tuterval, it had with
slight exceptions disappeared.  Opportunely, however, one
large spot had just advanced 1o the sun’s limb, thus
yielding an obligue and consequently  instructive view.,
Twao days later, when we obtained another sight, all had
vanished 5 while at present, only three or fier eompara-
tively unimportant specks ave fo be disecrned,

Notwithstanding the remarkable changes in locality
and configuration which these spots ave scen to undergo,
to the easnal gazers who from time to time peep in upon
our delieate speenlum—the size of a shilling picce—~they
always appear as but so many insignificant dots from a
sputtering pen. Yof, to the intelligent observer who,
knowing their distance of procednre—some ninety mil-
lions of miles away—these same tiny dot prints tell him
of vast wnd mighty convulsions-—convulsious of ery uids
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md flaming gases—the sublimity of which we earthly
mortals ean form no adequate eoneept of. trangpiring wpon
our lmge molten solar centre 5 whose photosphere  thus
bestiveed, awakens irradiations which fructify the orbs of
its planctary system,

Relatively with sueh energies,
consternnting of our mundane forees, the inost
our entaclysms, display hut a foeble impulse,

In truthi, the only sublunary rupture which enn con-
vey to our minds even o faint pictnre of these solar dis-
turbanees, is that of the venowned voleano of Monna Lo,
on the largest of the ]nu\muxh named Islands of Hawaii.
This pieturesque mountain vears its eamel-shaped hump
from the verdant tropies into the vegions of cternal snow,
where, upon its sunmit, vawns the unfathomable erter
of Moluieoireo, throngh whose twentyv-four
encireling jaws, it ocensionally vegnles with thundering
pyrotechnics the inhabitants of the whole aveluepelngo, Tts
lavid Hames illuinate the high heavens, whenee by ve-
flection, seintilations are shot Lo a great distnnee arouid,
upon the wide, wide oeenn,

Still, it is not the illmminations of this simnmit erater,
which particulivly convey to onr minds an idea of the
titanie powers at work upon the sun’s surface 1 hut that
of the great. Kilnnen, sitiaded vpon the smne monntain,
sone ten thonsand feet helow that of Walwawreanera and fonr
thousnl above the level of the sea, This stupendous and
ever active erater, enclosing within its decp nnd precipi-
tong walls o sea of molten lava—vnst enough to engulf the
whole mountain of Vesuvios and sublime it at one hlast
of its plutonie fivmaces—exhibits to the vigitor, 1 minia-
ture speetacle of what we coneeive to be taking place upon
our dazzling Tnminary.

Here, mmid the roar of fiery waves, of hoiling, foaming
md collapsing liguids, Jmge masses of dgneous rocks and
vitreons lava, uplifted by the esenping gnses, ave Jinrled
into the chilly atwmosphere nhove, where they  explode
with the violenee md hissing reports of bomb-shells, Here
also, in this fiery gulf, among other fitful signs of disorder,
may be observed |l(m|n vortices opened by the evelonie nm-
tion of the glowing fluids as they are sucked back into the
entrails of the enrth,

In short, this troubled erater, environed as it is with o
sericg of vast smoking termees whose lhigh  coneentrie
walls poing to the varied epochs of its pristine grandenr,
the whole vesembling o gigantic amphitheatre of more
than o hundred miles in - civenmnterence, would, were it
possible to transport ourselves aud telescope to the Jnom
—two hnndred and forty  thousand miles away from us—
pwm-nt to the eye of the observer, using this ulass, n
Jue-simile of the solar spots el their sulmlunlnurs or
penumbrn, a8 they appear from our globe Hnougln the
mstriment,

Thus much for Kilanea, the largest and  most imposing
volenno now existing on  this planet.  During its most,
terrifie onthreaks, it might possibly ejeet ineandeseent,
rocks and other materials ten or fifteen miles i the uir:
its smoke and ashes may  at times be watted a thonsand
miles away ; while its shocks and groans may have been
noted at double that distance,

To those who have not witnessed the results of sneh
tremendons forces, this velation will perhaps appear ex-
ageerated.  Yet, aceording to the observations of the late
Rev. Father Secehi, svme of those superh solar eruptions
hurl their Haming materials millious of miles into space—
even to that perplexing display known as the zodineal Light.

At any rate, they embreace a field so vast that owre earth,
if plunged into the depths of the vortices, would be but as
n pen deopped into the devonring ernter of Vesuviug,

Now these molten elements, oscillating from tempes-
tuous voleanoes to maclstroms whirled around a dark ver-
tical axis by the alternating respirations of its internal
ferments—{or such wnder whatever  photospherie theory
we adopt, the solar spots undoubtedly are—must necessa-
rily wnder the law of correlation and conservation of forees
work important changes ; such would be the conversion of
heat and light into magnetism and  eleetricity, which re-

the most notable ald
violent of
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act, producing, as above intimated, vital effects through-
out the whole planctary system. Viewed by this light,
they heeome not only  of interest to the astronomer and
meteorologist, but particulmly so to the physician and
lnltllnln"lht

Ulum onr envth conntless speeies of mulmcnlm al rerms
await but the requisite conditions to spring into HE by
swarming myriads,  Each of these vepresents, in like ex-
peetaney, clouds of others too diminutive to he visible
even hy the highest. mngnifiers @ indeed, so wonderfully
infinite and ethereal are  they that measured by the
former they would be but as ants compared to q-lvph.mtﬂ

Now every new change, every new phase, eruption or
ireadintion of the solar Ul]) produces meteorological modi-
fications furnishing conditions upon which ]wmls the evo-
Iution of some one or more species of these tiny myriads :
and presto, in the tenin of such events, life to firmaments
of deleterions orennisig which eome into existence—con-
taminnting every breath of aiv with their imperceptible
presence,

Notwithstanding this philosophy of evu]ufum, the read-
er should not. lmmnu' alarmed,  For in the very ratio
that every new solar |wlhu]).mun viclds that magical foree,
that vltnl ﬂ|»ml\ to de \l'lup life in one genus uf(l(']t‘t(‘ll(nl\
orgunigig, so it is cortain that, this same mysterious agent.
sends ont influences which nre banetnl and’ nnntllmons to
anequal number of some other noxious genus already
abounding,

Tlins the wheel inrns, the senles nre equibalaneed and
order ever maintained.  Thus, from solar ad other astral
commotions Huctuate thronging armies of invisible, bat
all the more ingidious  and powerful enemies,  Thus, the
subject. heeomes not only pleasant, but an obligatory study
to the physician, who must be ever on the alert to dis-
eover and trace these, intrieate connections with the phe-
nomenn of disenses i order to avert, combat, or remedy
them properly and promptly.,

Fanatieally binssed indecd, must be that intelligent
hcmlr—mtln-l that pitiful eftigy of one—who canuat huth
mlmnn and revere the olevated sentiments and devotion
of those ancient. ]u'nl)lv such as the Hindus, the Zoroas-
triams, the Egyptians, the Peruvians, the Mexicans, the
Hawaiians amd, in tmth the forefathers of most, if not of
all, races mnd ereeds who, notwithstiding their appavently
absolute isolation in some eases, by some common mys-
terious instinet, ulu])tml that mighty sphere, that Celes-
tinl Eye, Lord of Day, Governor of Seasons, Souree of our
Light, Heat and other vivifving principles, as the most
fitting Symbol of the Great and Inctfabie Licut or
Licirs,

2, Clare Rond, Bombay, July 1880,

THE THEOSOPIIISTS IN CEYLON,
Colombo, 8th July.

My last letter brought up the history of the Theosophi-
cal Mission to the arrival here, and the delivery of Colonel
Olcott’s first lecture at Rvdcliﬂ(- Ilmme The seed- thought
that the Theosophists are sowing is that, while no one
religion contains all the trmth, no one that has ever made
AUY PrOgress anmong men ]ms been  devoid of some  part
of the truth, nulth.lt it we will all unite in a friendly
way to sift the ancient religions of Asia, we shall find the
germs of every faith that has been evolved sinee the
Ar yan periol,  This programme of fraternal co-operation
scems to enptivate all the Asiatic people, possibly beeause
it is so flattering to their strong race pride. Never was
there seen such an enthusiasm mnong  the Buddhists as
this visit has awakened,  Towns vie wltll cach other for
the hononr of receiving the strangers as publie guests, and
the crowds that have been thronging to hear Colonel
Oleott’s speeches are immense,  He has had the ablest
interpreters in the islamd, along with some of the worst,
but the idioms of the English mnl Singhalese languagoes
are so different, and the Idt.h'l‘ is so bare of all tcum
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reluting to mudern scientific discoveries, that the speaker’s
ideas have sometimes been knocked a0 good deal out of
shape,

The visitors sluplk(l in Colombo nine days before
proceeding to Kandy,  During this time Colonel Olcott
made six ddresses to eager -uu]icnu's—-mw to about
4,000 persons, at Widyodaya College, the Buddhistieal
high or normal school, where priests are instructed in
b‘:mskrit‘, Pali and Elu by that greatest of Singhalese
scholurs,  Hikkaduwe Sumangala, the  High  Priest of
Adan’s Peak,  Instead of one branch of the Theosophical
Socicty at Colombo two were organized, of which one is
purely Buddhistic, and the other composed  exclusively of
free-thinking € lnlatl.ms and  ex-Chrstinns,  The  latter,
which will aceupy itself only with the oceult scicnees, is
the fruit of a public lecture upon that fuscinating branch
of study given by the Colonel at the Racquet Court,
The vote of thanks on that oceasion was moved by Science
Master James of the Colonbo  Acidemy, o pretty  gouwd
proof of its quality. At his lecture at the temple of the
famous priest-orator, Megittuwatte at Kotalicing,  the
crush was somcthing feuful, The temple was bravely
decorated, wnd in front of the canopied preaching-desk
hung o feaned deviee in blue and gilt, comprising the seal
of the Theosophical Socicty and its title in Luge  letters,
At the gatherings at Cotta and Kelunie, there were trinm-
phal arche 'S, tlu-'s and a profusion of festoons and  stream-
ers in white oflas, or the young leaves of the palm-tree,

The delegation lett here for Kandy on the 9thoof” June,
amd were reecived by almost the whole population of
that ancient capital of the Kandyan kings. The buanga-
low taken for themn was besicged, of course, and hefore
laying oft their travelling «huw the visitors reccived ad-
dresses of weleome hnm a comniittee of Kamdyan chiefy,
and one representing a Buddhistic Literiey Socrety, The
next morning ceramonial visits were paid them by the
chicet pricsts ut all the great temples. At 2 oy Colonel
Olcott went to the ]).nl.ul.t Maligawa, or Temple of the
Tooth Relie, to speak ; but the pl.uc was so packed that
he lnulmsul an zulJ(;lumucnt to the green Esplanade out-
stde, and addressed them tfrom the uc~t of a browd wall,
The next evening the Colonel Jectured at the Town Hall
to an English-speaking audience, on “ The Life of Sakya
Muniond its Lessons,” Tt wis reccived with el appro-
val, though a protest was made at the close by a Chris-
tinn speaker, supported in i noisy way by knot of Native
converts, when some ]‘:lu'npcnn gcntlulnun present came
on the platform and apologized tor theiv radeness,

The following morning Colonel Oleott met a conven-
tion of chiets and high priests at the Tooth Temple to
discusy the state of Buddhisin, and to give them his plans
for a revival of Pali literaturve, and the dissemination
throughout Western countries of the facts respecting Bud-
dhi's doctrine ; which plans were found to be practical
and were .npluuvml In the afternovon hie addressed another
monster andienee from the wall on the Esplunade,

The next day, Snnday, the ThHEOsOPHISTS went to
Gompola, whilom the seene of o famous religious con-
troversy between the Megittuvatte and the missionaries,
The Colonel spoke from a temporiry pavilion erected
for the purpose,  The Mohundrion of the place enter-
tained tham at tithin, and when it was time for the
train the enthusiatic crowd removed the horse from the
curiage in whick Colonel Oleott, Mine,  Blavatsky, Mr,
Wimbridge wand one other of the party nnlv, and drag-
«rul it themselves, At l\.uul\' thit (-\'(nllw the l\.llu]\’
lllho‘iuplllt.ll Saciety, another Buddbist ln.uuh was orga-

nized with Mr. Pannabokke as President  and UllIL‘
high class men as incumbents of  the other offices,

The highest compliment that can he paid by Singhalese
Buddhists to any guest is to exhibit to him the world-
famous Tooth Relic.  Enshrined in a0 nest of jewel-stud-
ded gold and silver and u)sl.ll ([vu/u/m.\ or mound-shaped
covers, the gifts of various sovercigns and chicts, this
ullegeld n,lu. of the divine Bmlullm is guanded \\'ith the
closest care 1 a tower in the inner conrt of the Dulada
Maligawa, It is kept in the upper roun of the tower,
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within a cage of iron burs, and the tower door is sceured
by four Imks the keys of which are respectively held by
the High Priests of the two principal temples at Kandy,
the Devinilama or special custodian, and  the British
Government,  The permission of cach of these must be
obtainad betore the relic ean be exhibited,  The necessary
artabgeinents were this time attended to by the Buddhists
themselves, and at an appointed hour the Theosophists
were escorted to the temple and met by the Kandyan
chicfs in their national court costime, headed by the
venerable Devanilama and his colleagues, the chief priests.
The party were required to remove their shoes hefore
entering the sacred precinet, and were given a private
view of the relie by the light of the lamps that caused
the precious duagobes and their inerusted gems to sparkle
with a dazzling splendonr.  Of the relie itself we need
nat speak, sinee it has been deseribed in detail more than
onee, exeept that it most assuredly was never anchored
s human jaw, When it was Draited about that the
relic was to be shown, there was o great rush ot people to
have a sight of it, and adter the privade view was over the
loly bone was removed to the lower rooin of the tower,
i the crowd was allowed to file by and nake their
Peegee il gifts,

The sume day the delegation returned o Colombo and
stopped there three lays, cullllnlt-ting the urg;mimltiuhuf
the Colombo Theosophical Society, which starts with a
publication-fund of over a thousand rmpees; and that of
the Lanka Theosophical Socicty, the scientifie braneh above
adverted  to, receiving favewell visits and addresses from
priests and laymen, and exponnding theosophical views,
by the moutl of the President, in publie leetures, On the
Isth of June they lett for Galle and intermediate places,
declining on that day ten invitations to visit diffierent lo-
calities and Sln-:lk.

Travelling southward at Hovitadwa a leetnre was given ;
at Panadure they were again nlued at the priest’s rest-
house of the old Mudeliyar Andris Perera, who with some
of his sons and son-tn-law jnilu't] the .s‘m'it:t_y; nl'g:lllisctl
the Panadure Brameh Society with M Mudeliyar Kerna-
ratine, Supreme Court Interpreter, as President; passed
throngh a popular jubilee at Bentota, where there was a
mitle-long procession, fourteen teinmplad arches, ten or
twelve miles of ol decorations lining the roads; an oration
was  delivered h_y the Colonel, and i that .\‘illglc lluy
cnough members initiated to forne astrong braneh society:,
Thenee tlluy went to Galle, rested o t‘nuplt- of days,
and then pushed on to Matarn, the aneient, seat ot Pali
learning in the Low Country provinees,  Upon reaching
the township boundary line the visitors were et by
the largest and most jnteresting procession yet. formed in
their honour,  Besides Slnlrh.llcw Higes sl Danmers in
profusion there were h.uulnumc tmnnp]ml virs, a revolving
miniatiure temple, aomarionette vior hung aconnd - with
mannikin figures o gods, rgahs aond ladies, Groups of
dineers representing Singhadese demons capered about,
ad e lm_ys i old national costwne moved t]u‘ullgll
the swaying measuwres of the wateh,  twirled the quarter-
stafl to the sound of musie, and performed a0 very interest-
ing sword-dance, in which cach actor alternately ents wd
pawries ns he goes right and left oond the eirele,  Both
sides of the rowd for four miles were lined with the white
ollas Inttering trom strings stretehed between stakes ; the
|>l‘nt:v.~’.~'inn l'mlllil'wl two howurs to cover the distanee, and
the Theosophists were heartily gl to set to the spacious
brngalow assigned for theiv ocenpaney, and take o little
rest. The front of the house presented o gorgeous ap-
peiinee truly, it being covered by flags ol green pals,
and the pillars of the veramdal hung with cocoanuts i
token of welcome. The Colonel spoke twice at Matara,
and although the party were there auly two days, a branch
society-—the seventh since coming to the islmd-—wis form-
ed ;ad besides initiations, visitors, s the eating of
tifting, there was a grand  conclave of about one hundred
Buddhist priests, who let oft at Colonel Oleott. two addresss
s, in Pali and Sunskrit, abounding in Oviental figures of
speech,
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The next ulni(-din- point was Weliamn, o town which
wives its name to one of the ripest Pali scholars in ¢ ‘eylon,
a priest whose writings are favourably known in Buropee,
Here there was an m.ltlnn the usual’ «lm\«|~ streets gay
with bunting and oflus, the fiving of guns ina fru-de-jor
and n u-p.nst at the rest- lmlm- or fl.l\l'“l'l\ lnnw.llu\\
whiel is delightinlly situated at the wgin of thes sen.
Thenee onward to Galle awain, \\lwu- they now e wait-
g tor the Bo 1, steoner llml i1 o t.nkt- them back 1o
Bomlm_\ ——=Lioneer. July 31,

The Pioneer's correspondent appears to have entively
overlooked one of the nost, llnpmt.nlt events of o Cfey-
lon visits,  On the #th of July the Convention of Bud-
dhist priests elsewhere alluded to by ux, met at Galle, and
listened to ane addvess from Colonel Oleott upon the ne-
cessity  of veviving Pl ]l(nmtuu, and the special duty
that rested pon tlu anas its sole custodinns, There-
apon they wmanimonsly adopted o resolution to er-
nmanently mamize as oo Beelesiastical Couneil under the
anxpices of the ”ltn\ﬂplll(‘.ll Society, ol every priest
present, not ['ll'\l()ll\l\' initiatad, .nplvlu-wl for ol was (duly
received nto our Parent Socicty,  This Convention was
entively composed of picked men —of suelvas were recog-
nized to beJeaders in their vespective seets 5 henee Iny
this one mecting the Saciety cnormonsly inereased its
strength and prestige in all Buddhistie countries,

Ilu- profound agitation cansed in Ceylon saciety by the
visit of our Ddurntt- nray b gauged h\ 0, snnrl( fnct :
While we were tlu we throe |n|st|.|ns of Unlle were |um|l'
insane by browding  over  our arquments against the
sufficioney of the basis of their ulwmn ]’mn thines
their belief was evidently founded upon faith vather than
Jogie,

On the 10th of July we went by invitation to Welitara,
a village between Galle Colombo, to organize ony
\uvc-ntln. and dast. Buddbistic eanch,  As an |||n~u.|tinn
of the thoughttul kindness shown s evervwhere we may
mention that, though we were only to \p«-ml n few hows of
davhight at W uhlmu we tonnd veady o lwrge bungaliw
mmpl tely furnished, wvery article of furniture in which
hae been \pul.ull) sent down fromwn Colombo by the wil-
Biomaire Madadayar My, Spson Rajapuksa. At this village
are the temples of two eminent priests, the Revs, \\nm-
Lo aond Dlgonanadankan, o the Anvrapuri seet, Boe
sides founding the Welitara Theosophical Socicty—with
Mr. Baltasar x\l Weerasinghe, lnhlplLlc-l \|lul.|l.|\‘u as
President—we adimitted tlmt) priests ot the two Vilires
above mentioned. Thus was gathered into the Parent
Society the last of the eliques, or schools among the Bud-
dhiist |||w\t~: and the last u]Nt.u le toa pm(tlml exposition
of Buddhism betore the world vemoved,

The permanent organization of the Galle Branch. on the
evening of July T wax the last important. business
trionsncted, On the moming of the [3th—the Sipty-secenth,
day sinee we |ml fout upon Ceylon soil-—wé Tembarked
on the B, 1 Co's steamslap Cle neloe for Bombay, which we
veached on the 24th after o stormy buffetting of eleven
days by the S-Womonsoon,  Again the Nmnlm Seven
.lsswfwl itself, the 246 of July ])ulnu the seventy-serenth
day since we sailed  fron lmmlm\ lm Cevlon b In fauet,
the part which the Number Seven played in every essen-
tinl detail of this Covlon visit is so striking ad m\\tcnous
that we reserve the facts for o sepuate article,

———— e

THE FAMILY OF THE '""ACGORES 18 ANMONG THE MOST DiIs-
ﬁlwlli"lw«] in Bengal,  "heir deseent o that part of
Imlm i5 traced tosceertain holy Brabinin of the cleventh
century,named Bliatta: Nars Ay, who wis one of the live
]vnc%ti called by the then reigning sovereign, king Adisura,
from Kanonj to regencrate e |wu|)|c amd their religion,
The Oriental delunJ for July inan interesting ll'llll,
upon this great tamily, says that of the scions of the house
pow hvnw the st tllqtnwnwlu «dare Baboo Debendranath
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Tagore, the Hon'hle Maharajali Joteendro Mol Tagore,

R||.|l| Sowrinedre Mol T agore, and Baboo Collev l\nstn
I.(l"‘Ul' Raboo Debendranath is the respected President
of the 2L Bradomo Samaj. Malasgah Joteendro: Mol
i a Mewmber of the  Legislative ('unmil, and one of the

lml.i\'u nobility, most honored and most highly  esteemed
by the Envopean commnuity,  Like ]mumlv he too has
been decornted by lLier M.n]u sty with the (um]n.ununslnp
of the Star of Tudin, and to him the Native Comumnity
are indebted for the preservation to them of the l)umtr'uh
Pocjah Holidays,  His brother, Rajah Sonrimdeo Mol
Tagore, is one of the most decorated men Jiving, Not
nnh s e o Doctor of Musie, It also Knight ‘onmnander
of the Order of Leapold of Be dginm ]\mght Commander
of the Ist class of the Order of Albert of Saxony ¢ Chevie
lier of the Tperial Orvder of Medjidie of Turkey andof the
Royal Portugnese Military Ovder of Christ s Knight of the
Simnese Order of Busabamald ; Knight of the Gurkhd Ovder
of Sarnsvati, Sangita Ndyaka and Sangita S{gaon of
Nepanl s Founder and President of the Bengal  Muosic
School ;3 Honorwry Magisteate, Justice of the Peace el
Fellow of the University ot Caleutta s Member of the
Royal Asiatic Society, and Fellow of the Royal Society of
Literature, Great Britain and Ireland ]lunm.u_) Member
ol the Royal Asintie Society, Ceylon; Honorary Memhor
of the u\.nl Swedish  Musical A(.ul(-ln\ Stockhohn ;
Officier de’ nstrnetion Pablique and Otficier (" Aeade-
mie, Paris 1 Associnte Member of the Royal Aceadey of
Sciences, Letters and Fine Avts of Belginm ; 0|l('~|mm|~
ing M(‘llll)('l of the Musienl Sacicty of Alll\l(‘lil w Foreign
\lunlu-l of the Roval |||l|n|mvl(.ll and I‘thnm-l.tplnlc.ll
Tnstitution of Netherlands llulm at the Hague : Corres-
pronding Member of the University of Geneva s Socio
Onorarta of the Royal Aeadey of St Coctlin, Rome s Socio
Onorario Societa Didasealien Tadiana ;. Aceadenico Corris-
pondente of the Academy of the Roval Musical Institute
and Ovdinaey Member of the Oviental Academy of Flo.
renee ;. Socio Correspondente ot the Royal ,\(.ulc-m\ of
R.nﬂ.u-lln Urbine, Ttaly ; Bene-Merito of e Royal Ui-
versity of Parma g Socio Co-operatore of the Academy of
Pittagorien, Naples 1 Socio Onorarie of the Philliaemonic
Academy of Bologna ; Honorary Member of the Arehaeol-
gienl Saciety ot Athens, Greeee s Socio Onorario of the
Ru\.ll Acadenmy of Palermo, Sicily @ Patron of the Athe-
e of the lm\ul University of Suassari, Sardinia ; and
Honorry Member of the Phillarmonie Society of Mcl-
bourne, Australia g &c., &e, & Baboo Colley Kristo s
well-known for his noble acts of charity,

The Rajab Sourindro has, nevertheless, many medals to
get betore Tie cit) hope to vival Prinee Bismark whose,
m.nnl\ hreast, 1t is estimated, would Lave 1o be twe nty-one
teet wide to enable him to wear his various decorations
and orders of knighthood el nobility,  "They munber 482,
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WHAT

THE PRESS HAS SAID

ABOUT

THE THEOSOPHIST.

O S

Lt will supply along-felt national want—that of some
ongan through which nutive seholus’ could muke thems
s&vcs felt in the Furopean and American worlds of thought,
No Hindu need shrink from comparing the intellectual
monuments lett by his ancestors with those left by the
progenitors of any Western people. The world Tas uever
produced but one Yedie philosophy, and the fivst to fathon
the natire of the human soul were the Rishis.  Sinee the
TurosorHisT carcfully abstains from politics, und its plan
15 one of a Universal Brotherhood, it shonld be welcomed
by every sect and people thronghout the world,  Aud as
it recognizes the Aryans as the fathers of all whgmus and
scicnees, Hindus owe it their enthusiastic blll)poll "—T'he
Awerita Bazar Latrika, (Culeutta) Septeinber 11, 18TY,

¢ s Though it takes the reader off and far away from
the beaten paths ot Western classics, few can afford to
undertate the indications of thorougl  scholarship and
celeetic philosophy with which several articles of this
number are replete.’—Bombay Review and Lindian dd-
vertiser, October 4, 1879,

* eeeeee Lhie present nmumber is well got up ad containg o
number of exceellent articles on the sllbiccts of Theosophy,
spirituadisin, &l The journal prowises to achiove
much snceess and  prosper.”—Inda-Lrakash, (Bowbay)
October 6, 1879,

“veeenThe new periodical will probably obtain an ex-
tensive eircalation amongst the Natives,"—Slalesinan,
(Ualeuttan) October 7, 1879,

* veeene We llwve no space to do justice to all the articles
in the present nuber of the TheosoruisT,  That it is
credit to ity prowoters, no one will be disposed  to deny.,
The get-up is excellent for a Bombay press. The Throso-
rrist should tind many readers.”—Lhe Tudica Spectutor,
(Bumlm_)) October 12, 1874,

St iy needless to point out that a monthly magu-
zing under her (Mme Blavatsky’s) auspices ciunmot but
become o periodical of strong interest for the large and
varied public lying between the two religions extremes—
utheistic materialism on the one side aiud simple vrthodoxy
on the other—1'he Pioneer, (Alluhabad) October 11, 1879,

“ e We can only say this much here that the issuc to
hand fully meets the expectations that were formed
it as to the matter it would contain. - We wish every suc-
cess to the journal it so richly deserves."—.Nutive Opinion,
(Buluba_)) October 26, 1879,

....The Jul.usul'ulsl' made its appenrance, as pro-
mised, on the 1st of this month, and any one whose curio-
sity has been avoused by the mission of Madwe Blavatsky
and her fricnds from Americy, may find uch to interest
thenm in a perusal of the varied contents of the new
magazine. .= The Tones of India, October 15, 1874

“roThere i o tone of elegunee wind scholarship about
the whole of this periodical, which aliost heuds European
reawders to envy it The truusltions of the Indian saered
docunients given have the advantage of being revised
by Hindus and there is, necordingly, a decidedly Oviental
aspect to the whole work, whicl contrasts with the attempts
certanin German speculators have made to sce the Vedas
throngh the specticles of Vaterland it not of Vater,  All
students of Oriental ore who have devived their ideas
trom the current philvlogical treatises, which are, in fact,
chictly nmere dilutions of Schleicher, wust peruse this work
for themscelves, and, if they Lave patience, will be able
to understand for thenselves how some Hindus aceept all
the sacred writings of the East. A periodical of this
nature being published at the present moment must attract
some attention on the part of the intelligent Hinduy, who
(at least some of them) have not been .lltom.,tlur ground
down under the Mahomedan religion of the Rast, Still
there s not & word in this paper which is offensive to any
class of theologinus, To show that it is a thoronghly

learned production, it is merely neeessary to indicate that
the nuie appearing on the cover as conductor is that of
H, P. Blavatsky, the erudite author of “lIsis Unveiled,”
ad one of the greatest living Orientalists. We wish that
the 'I‘m,usm'}lhr ddid not come out as far o us Boinbay,”
Lublic Opinion, London, Noveniber 1879,

“Ldt s somewhat stiange that the Yoga philosophy

I with its wysterions rites, which had ahoost died in India,

and which every edneated native was taught to ridiculs,
should receive help from this unexpected quarter, and
promise to rise again to be a disputed guestion.........But
whatever sneeess the journal might attain in arresting the
progress of materialisim, or i gaining over wlvocates Lo its
canse, it is none the Jess certaiu, that it shall prove on
other grounds eminently vseful to our conntrymen,  The
large Tnunanity it breathes in every columg, the Universal
Brotherhood v advoentes, and the sympathy it oxtends to
all classes of people cannot but wmake it popular and at the
same time usetul....,.”—Nuative Opiwivie, November 30,
1879,

“ e Btis afarge, well-printed journal, full of interest-
ing reading, wuch “r it contributed by natives of India,
anl atording an insight into the religions thought of the

fur Kast..."— The \Innluulaxl (l,umlun) October 31, 1879,
Pt e .We greet our contemporary as a noble tuc, il

wish 1t all success in the domain of utility......"—The
1'/44'10.«‘1;/::'4' heguirver, (Madras) January 11, 1850,
The Trrosornist has now outlived the uecessity for
a triendly notice frone its older contenpurarics.  But we
have tuken such interest in it from the beginning of its
career, it has so well justificd our interest, that we ueed
no excuse for returning Lo it for the fourth time,  The
enrrent (Jannary) ninaber is teeming with topies of peenliar
vilue to the Indophile in seience, art, and philosophy,
while to hin who “reads as hie runs,” its columuns open up
fresh avenues of thought which, like so many new dis-
coveries, fill hing with ullul surprises and temd to expund
his narrow vision,  In this respeet the establishment of the
THEosorHIST mavks nnew era in the history of modern
Arvyavart; cud every true Avyan heart will beat in unison
with this expression of vur sincere hope that the Thro-
SOPIIST may have i long, prospervus and useful career,,.”
Bonbay Review wnd Indinn Adveertiser, January 17, 18850,
“The February number of the THEosormist has just
been published, and it is perbaps the miost interesting fur
the lovers of mystical lore of iny of the scries.........

'
| The Boudbay Guzette, February 3, 1850,

“Tts list of * additional subseribers’ throws @ halo of golden
hiealth uver the columns of this montl’s lnumn HIS'T,
This is satistactory.  *The feast of yood things’ with
bowhich this lllsty suterer monthly prov l(llb the publlu has
recetved pecession of strength and savour fron s Parsi and
a Moslem contributor.  This too is sutisfactory. ... —
| Lombay Leciew and {ndice ddvert iser, Febrmury 7, 1880,
‘ “ e busy Theosophists have tlu«uly ereated o
Fowide interest in their tluillgs...”-—'l'/w Il(l/bulJu 0 LcJ/L[,
| (M:/buu/‘m) March 1, 1880,

‘ Cevvees s regards lllL vhjeet in view in coming to hudia,
we ol see that auy other vesull but guml i comg
of Temest cndeavours to bring about o better, s closer
intimacey in thought, word and action between the various
rices to be found in the East, especially between the
governing and the governed, We believe most siueerely
that by fir the larger lnntivm of the evil that is at work
I our pussessions in tlu, East, way be attributed to the
wide gulf which separates the European from the Native,”
e € l'l/(ult Liwmes, June b, 1880,

“The Turosoriust for May is mpidly increasing its
merits as a high-class literary orgun.....We marvel at the
beanty and aceuracy with which this magazing is edited,—
[ Lablic Opingen, June 12, 1850,
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SPECIAL NOI'ICES.

1t s evident that the Turosormst will offier to adverti-ers unusual ad-
vautages in circulation, Wo have alreuwdy subscriburs in every part of
India, in Ceylon, Burmah, and on the Porsian, Gulf. Our paper also gues
to Great Britain, Franco, Germany, Hungary, Greece, Rusasia, (‘qnatauﬁ-
nople, Egypt, Australia, and North'und South America. ‘I'ho following very
woderate rutes have beun adopted :

ADVERTISING RaTis,

First insertion,.,......16 lines and under
Fur cach additional line......cccoes veevereenn....

1 Rupee.
A A,

Space is charged for at the ratc of 12 lines to the incli. Special arranye-.
munts can be made for large advertisciments, and for longer and tixed
periods.  For further information and contracts for advertising, apply to

Missus, COOPER & (o,

Advertising Agents, Buokscllors and Publishers, Moandow Strect, Fort,
Bombay,

To SUBSCRIBERS.

The Subscription price at which thoe ‘I'tuosorisist is published harely
covers cust-—the design in ostablishing the journal having been rather
to reach a vory wide circle of readers, than te make a profit. . We canuot
afford, therefore, to nond specimen copios froe, nor to supply lilwaries, so-
giotivs, or individunls gratuitously,  For the same reason we are ubliged
to adupt the plan, now universal in Awerien, of requiring sabseribers to
ay inadvance, and of stopping the llmpur at the end of the term paid for.
luny years of practical expericnce have convinced Westorn publlishers that
this system- of cash payment is the best and most satisfactory to both
parties ; and all respectable journals are now condncted on this plan.

Subseribers wisliug a printed reeeipt for their remittauces must send
atamps for return postage.  Otherwise, ucknowledgments will be made
through the journal.

‘The Turoesormst will appear each month, The rates, for twelve num-
bers of not less than 40 colwnnsg Royal dto cach, of rending matter, or
480 columns in all, ure as follows - 1o Submeribers in any part of India,
Rs. 6 per annumn ; in Ceylou, Us. 7 ; in the Straits Settlenents, China, Japan,
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THE OCTOBER AND NOVEMUBER ISSUES OF THIS JOURNAL
Laving been reprinted, new  subseribers who wish  to
have their year begin with the October nuber, will now
be charged annas cight additional to cover the extra
cost of the republication.  Those who order their sub-
seriptions to date from the Decewber, or uny later issue,

Py Rs. ¢ onl_)’,

OUR SECOND YEAR.

Like all other pleasant things, our first year's relations
with the Turosoruist’s subscribers are about to termi-
nate.  The present is the twelfth and last number to be
issued under their contract with us.  Thus every engage-
mentassumed by the proprictors of the magazine has
Leen hionourably and literally tulfilled.

The ease of the THEosorHIST calls for & word or two
of particular comment.  Even in any large city of Europe
or America, it is a very rare thing for a periodieal of
this stamp to survive the natnral indifference or Lostility
of the public for a whole yeur,  Out of scores of attempts
made within our own recollection, the successes are so
few as to be scarccly worth mentioning,  As a yule their
termn of existence has been tn exact ratio with the lumy
siu their projectors have been ready to spend npon them,
I India the prospect was far worse ; for the people are
poor, cut up into mnumerable eastes, not acenstomed  to
take in periodicals, and certainly st to patronize those put
forth by foreigners.  Besides, and espectally, the cnstom
hias always been to give two, tluee and even ore years'
eredit to subscribers, and every Indian publication adver-
tises its respective cash and credit terms of subseription,
All this we knew, and both Anglo-Indian and Native
Jowrnalists of the largest expericnce warned us to antici-
pate failure 5 under no circwmstances, they thought, wonld
1t be possible for us to make suceeed among so apathetic
i people so strange o magazine, even though we should
give wnlimited eredit. But as onr object was not profit,
and as the Society badly needed such an organ, we decided
to make the venture, A sum large ciough to pay the
entire cost of the wagazine fn one year was set aside,
and the first number appeared promptly on the day announ-
ced—0October 1st, 1879, Believing that the credit system
was absolutely pernicious, and having scen the universal
odoption in America of the plan of eash payment in
advance and its nnmixed advantages, we anmounced that
the latter would be the rule of this oftice, The results
are alveady known to our veaders : in the fourth montl
the magazine reachied, and befre the half year was gone,
passed that ticklish point where income and expenses
balance each other, and its success was an assured tact,
Many subscribers have heen so anxious for our prosperity
that they have sent us their money to pay for the maga-
zine two years in advance, and others have told us we
nry count upon their patronage as long as they may live,

It goes without saying that the projectors of the Thio-
SOPHIST have been inexpressibly delighted with the affec-
tionate: response to their appeal to the Asiatic people for
support inan attempt to snateh from the dust of obli-
vion the treasures of Avyane wisdom. What hemt that
was not made of stone could be untouched by so much
devotion as has been shown us and our sacred eause of
Buman brotherbowd /- And it is our pride and Joy to re-
alize that all these friends have clustered aronmd us, even
Vhen we were under the heavy bunden of the snuspicions
of the Tndian Government, becanse they have believed us
fo be sincere and true , the friends and brothers of the
irdent sons of Asia. If our first year began in uncertain-
ty it deses all bright and full of promise,  Whero ouy
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magazine had one well-wisher then. now it has tweuty,
and by the beginning of the third year will have fifty. It
has become a necessity to hundreds of young Avyan pa-
triots, who love to know what their ancestors were so
that they may at least dream of emulating them. It has
won a place in the regard of even Anglo-Indians, of which
cluss many in influential positions take it,  Its merits as
an Oriental magazine have been acknowledged by a num-
ber of the first Orientalists of Europe, who have been by it
introduced for the first time to some of the most learned
of Asiatic priests, pandits and shastrees.  Inanother place,
in this number will be found afew of the kind words that
have been said to and about us, at this and the other
side of the world. In short. the Theosophical Society,
and its organ, the THEOSOPHIST, are now so firmly estab-
lished that—entively apart from the splendid results of
the mission to Ceylon—cvery lover of truth may well
rejoice.

Were we inclined to boasting we might hold out very
attractive inducements to subscribersfor the second volume,
We prefer to let onr past performance stand as guarantee
of what we will do in the future. We have engaged so
many valuable articles by the best writers of Asia, Europe
and  America that we have no hesitancy in promising
that the TurosorisT of 1880-81 will be still more interest-
ing and instructive than it has been for 1879-80. Natu-
rally, the Ceylon vovage, and the taking into the Theo-
sophical Society of cvery Buddhist priest in the Island
of any reputation for ability or learning, will lead to
such a complete exposition of Buddhism in these columusg,
by the men best qualified to speak, as must arrest uni-
versal attention.  No Oriental magazine in the world could
ever point tosuch an array of learned contributors as
the TiEosorinsT may already pride itself upon.

There will be no change in the terms of subseription, as
we wish to make it possible for even the poorest clerk to
take the magazine.  Our friends must not forget that the
American plan embraces two features, viz, the subseription
money must be in the manager’s hands before any copy
is sent ; and the jowrnal Is discontinued at the erpivation
of the term subseribed for.  These two rules are invariable,
and they have been announced on the fivst page in every
issue, as may be seen upon referring to the Publisher’s
notices.  The September number is, therefore, the last
that will be sent to our present subscribers, except to such
as have paid for a further term.  And as it takes time
both to remit mouey anil to open a new sct of books, we
aelvise all who wish to receive the October number at
the usual time, to forward their subseriptions at once, We
must again request that all cheques, hundis, money-orders,
registerad letters and other remittances on account of the
magazine may be made to the order of “the Proprictors
of the THeosorHIsT,” and to no once else.

g4 As an inducement to friends to make special
exertions to inercase the circulation of our magazine, we
hereby offer the two volunes of “ Tsis Unveiled,” of the
latest edition, as a prize for the person who shall during
the next six months procure the largest number of sub-
seribers ab our advertised rates,  The competitor mnst
himself send us the names and money, ov if not the latter,
then a certificate from cach subscriber that he consents to
have his nune credited on the competitor’s list.

- e e e e

A GENTLEMAN WHO 1S CONSIDERED BY SOME oOF THE
London Theosophists to be better versed in the literature
of Occultism than any fellow of our British  branch,
wishes :—

1. To purchase a copy of the Madras Mahatma Giana
Yogi's pamphlet on Raja Yoga.

2. A copy of Dr. Ballantyne's trauslation of the first
two chapters of Patanjali’s Aphorisis of the Yoga Philo-
sophy.

3. That our contributors should give us some more in-
teresting facts about the Dpwaneshvari,
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4. Trustworthy information about the “black Agra
bhattel. mirrors, whether they are of any real use in deve-
loping clairvoyant power and inducing Samadhi.” 1f so,
arc they procurable and at what cost ?”

We hope our brother’s wishes may be realized, and re-
quest any onc having the desired information to send it to
these Head-quarters,

THHE SPREAD OF BUDDIIISM IN WESTERN
COUNTRIES.

According to the Catholic Review, Buddhism is making
profess in America, not as a mere philological study as
i Europe amongst scholars of the present day, but we
are assured as a religion,  Buddhism, according to this
authority, “is becoming quite fashionable, and in some
circles it is considered in “ better form” than Ritualism.”
Further proof is afforded in the very large sale that Mr.
Arnold's “ Light of Asia” (reviewed in our October number)
has had, and the almost enthusiastic praise bestowed upon
the character and teachings of the * Hindu Saviour,” by
the American press.  There is not room for the slightest
doubt that if some Buddhist orator like  the silver-ton-
gued Megittuwatte” as Colonel Oleott dubbed him, should
visit the United States with such a competent interpre-
ter as Mr Pannabokke, of Kandy, or Mr. Karunaratne, of
Panadure, and preach the pure, unadulterated doctrine of
Buddha, he would win thousands of converts,

In our June issue appeared an appeal from a Londen
philanthropist for the sending of Buddhist missionaries
to England, and now in a recent editorial discussion of the
subject of Buddhism in Europe, the Pionecr says :—

# [t is reckoned that, out of the eight lundred millions and odd
who form the population of our planet, about four hundred mil-
lions profess ch creed of Sakya Muni. Oneof the doctrines of
that creed, as ordinarily professed, is Nirvana ; in w_lnich it ia im-
plied that the life we lead i the world is so necessarily and irre-
medinbly bad, that the ouly happiness for man consists in leaving
it.  Not at our own pleasure ; there is, it seems, a  canon agaist
self-slaughter ; but te be ealled away by a gentle summons, to be
“blown onut like a lamp.” This doctrine is now extending heyond
the confines of Asin. And itis one that must be distinguished
from the passing moods and outeries of poets, and such frivolous
persons as give vent, from time to time, to impatient urmury
and longings for rest when temporarily weary with the burden
of life. Such occasional voices have been heard, from Sophocles
with his

“Nol to be born, surpusses all device,
But having been, to go the quickest back .
There whence we came, is far the second best,”

down to the sonnet in Pecpul Leavea, objected to in the lust Cals
cntte Iteview, where Mr. Keene says that

“ None could bear the happiest human lot

But for dentl's cold light on the horizen shining.”

These spasmodic complaints are not true Buddhism. 1t was re-
served for Schopenbauer and  his snceessor, Yon Hartmann, to
reproduce Nirvana as a systematic object of aspiration in modern
Furope ; and to offer to the élite of recent progress the consolations
that satisfy the ignorant multitudes of Ceﬁon and China.  The
jilea is pursued in Germany with unrelenting vigour.”

The Pioncer inveighs against this tendency in European
contemporary thought, calling the doctrine of Nirvana
pessimistic to the last degree, and regarding it as a mental
discase. It may not be known to our respectable con-
temporary that the Buddhist priests themselves by no
means agree that attainment of Nirvana implies the total
annihilation of consciousness, More than one very active
and learned controversy has been carried on upon this
(uestion, and to-day the opposing schools are led respec-
tively by the Right Rev. Hikkaduwe Sumangala, for the
affirmative, and the Rev. Potuwila Indajoti, for the nega-
tive.  Buddhistic philosophy in its refined esoteric aspect
differs very little from tlllc creed of the Vedanta school,
and still less from the seeret doctrine that can be read
between the lines of the Veda by one whose perceptions
have been really awakened. Ina future number we will
present the views of the two schools of Buddhists respect-
ing Nirvana, and try to make the subject intelligible
to our readers.
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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE
IONIAN THEOSOPIIICAL BRANCH
AT CORFU.

UPON PRESENTING THE CHARTER OF CONSTITUTION TO
THE FELLOWS,

BY 8IGNOR PASQUALE MENELAO, D,L., PRESIDENT OF TUE BRANCH.

Dear Brorrers : Of the many and different meetings
in which I have presided in my life, this one is for me the
most agreeable of all, because 1t has not for its objeet any
worldly interest, or any political scheme. Noris it for liter-
ary discussions that we have this day assembled together,
but to see ourselves confirmed in the sacred and sublime
office of confessors of progress, I dare not say of Truth,
because it being located in an elevated site, it is not casily
accessible, more especially to myself, who am powerless
and void of merits.

Nevcrtheless, I see, my dear Brothers, that in spite of
the barriers aud thorns by which we are surrounded in
these places, we have progressed a step further towards
our object, for we are herc united in the same faith with
the same determination of progressing, and, therefore, 1
trust that our object may be prosperous.

To crown our wishes to satisfy our desives, the worthy
Central Society has sent us the Charter, which I present
to you that it may be deposited in our archives.

If until now our Society had been vacillating and un-
certain, let us trust that from this moment we may le
fixed and secttled and our duties be more assiduons, more
positive and sincere. ‘

Tt is true that the belief in One First Cause, in the
individuality and immortality of the human soul, in its
eternal progress, in the firm desire to ameliorate our own
moral condition, in loving our neighbowrs as ourselves, in
rendering ourselves useful to all humanity, in endowing
our intellect, our faith and our belicf, faith and belicf
which we feel as if born in us or brought with us from a
previous existence, all this is true, I sec it, I hear it at
every moment repcated by you, I rejoice and heartily
rejoice and feel happy for it ; but this is not enough, great
ideas must not only be felt, not only be loved, but we must
exercise and develop them, we must make them cvident,
own them and teach them by word and in deed.

What are we, therefore, to do, in order to render our-
selves worthy of the trust placed in us by our Central
Society ? How are we to act in order to be gradually
initiated into the sublime knowledge of the Aryan Philo-
gophy 7 How shall we hope to be allowed to penetrate
the secrets of nature, which are in the power of those
supreme beings called Adepts ? How shall we be able
to procure for ourselves the heavenly pleasure, as also the
satisfaction of being useful to our fellow-creatures, not
only with our moral, but also, with our natural means,
availing ourselves of that power in Nature which lics at
our disposal,

Several of you, Brothers, have tasted and will taste the
divine pleasure of healing or mitigating the infirmities of
your suffering brothers by 1nesmerism. I, too, without
attributing it to my knowledge or to other merits (which
I do not possess) have been and am happy whencever, by
the simple laying of my hands, and imploring the help of
the Author of the power of creation have cured and do
cure several, nay mauny cases of dangerous fevers, wounds,
hemorrhages and even some of cholera, But this is not
the only power attainable by man; more occult, greater
and decper mysteries, are yet to be unveiled, and the
knowledge of these is likewise a favour which is not grant-
ed to the first comer. To dispose more or less of the
force of nature, it is not given to all, because every one
would not make good use ot it. 'T'he heart of man is for
the greater part prone to evil, clinging to the things of the
earth, more than to the heavenly treasures, or in better

- privation and sacrifice.

THE THEOSOPHIST, 207

words, to terrestrial lifc rather than to spiritual things,
What would bappen if the oceult sciences were in the
hands of rogues ? They wonld not use them 1o advan-
tage, honor, and progress, but as instruments of vengeance,
corruption, and iniquity.

If we will with a determined mind advance, it we wish
to render ourselves useful to omselves and our hrothers,
morally, intellectually and physically, we must propose
to guide our actions, our thoughts, our will in all and for
all, and follow the precepts which our honorable Society
preseribes to us. This obedicnee, liowever, must not be
blind nor mechanie, but rational and dignified. We must
obey so far as the orders, injunctions and counsels agree
with our reason and are proportionate to our moral and
intellectual means. And no more is asked of us.

That in order to approach the sublime and magnificent
temple of Truth, it is necessary to consent to sacrifices,
privations and efforts, every one will admit. In or-
der to embellish the soul with truth, and enrich it with
knowledge, zeal, diligenee and firm will are necessary.

Allow me, my dear Brothers, to make to mysclf an ob-
servation which I do not consider uscless, which is,
that however trifling a thing may be, yet it cannot be
obtained here below without an effort.

This granted, is it ever possible for us to attain the
notion of wisdom and truth without doing all that lies
in our power to ascend to the summit of that mountain
where they veside ¢ Can cver the sun of justice and
progress impart his benignant rvays to humanity if we
do not destroy vice, if we do not popularize virtue, if we
do mnot disperse the gloom of ignorance, prejudice and
superstition ¥ Do we not see how many difficulties are
conjured up against us in the official religion, in that
science which immovable will stand still onits platform of
matter, decked with rottenness, with doubt in its soul and
with the hypoeritical mask of bold certainty ? Shall we he
disheartened 7 Shall we be terrified or stopped by threats,
by mnockery, by scorn, or by sarcasm ? No ; a hundred times
over I say, no. Though our number is not now great,
though our intellectual facultics be limited, though the
part of action be restrained, we shall well make up  this
deficiency by being firm, immovable, compact, and united
as the Romans were ; and thus we shall render ourselves
strong,

Let us bind oursclves, together therefore, morally, and if
we wish to be something, let us have faith in the future
of Humanity and in the necessary progress of it, and thus
we shall render ourselves more worthy of the happy idea
to which we have consecrated oursclves. Let us not be
terrified at the sight of the fatigue, diteulty, hardship,
Let us call to mind the words of
Dante in his chapter xxiv. of the Inferno :—

¢ Disse il Maestro, che seggendo in pinma
“ In fama non si vien, ne sotto coltro :?

Let us mirror ourselves in the example of the lovers
of humanity. Let us imitate them. Tect us follow their
footsteps in their firmness, in their bravery, in their con-
stancy in despising persecution, mockery, ealumny, and
torture.

It is true that we, and specially myself, are so insigni-
ficant that we are not worthy of the chance of being like
those clever masters of progress, but, if we will, wo may
still do good. Let nus make ourselves useful by spreading
that light which is communicated to us. Let us not
limit ourselves to words, Let us add to them the power-
ful teaching of facts, and if we cannot be exemplary, let us
not, at least, give cause for scandal,  Let us begin by cor-
recting our defects, by extirpating our evil tendencies from
our hearts. Let us adapt oursclves to a life of temperance
and activity.

Offended, let us forgive ; offenders, let us ask pardon.
Let us love justice for ourselves as well as for others.

Let us hate and combat every undeserved privilege in our
own favour or of others,
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Let us promote popular education and make it obliga-
tory, and particularly so among women, that we may
emancipate them from the thraldom of priesteraft.

Let us protect the orphans: let usdefend the interest
of the weak and of the widow.

Let us shake off pride.  Let us exclaim with a genc-
rous cry against prostitution, debauchery, ill-conduet—the
consequences of materialism aud superstition,

Let us fight against the death penalty and let us
detest the infumy of war, and more so the right of the
strongest.  Let us join in defending those who protect us,
controlling nevertheless the immoderate exigencies of the
demagogues and the revolutionists who behave in the way
in whicli they do with bad motives.

Let us acknowledge the expansive and universal love,
not only for humanity, but also for all creation, beeause
all either by silent or expressed love (be what it may)
tends to the unity of the Supreme Love.  Let us place
the brotherbood of nations as the first of our wishes
(desires) and let us hasten that holy (blessed) moment
when the whole of mankind will be gathered in one
fold and will have but one shepherd.

Let us part with and forsake vanity, crime, and pns-
sions ; may our views be serious, wise, hmmble, modest and
dignified.  Acting in this way we may hope to live with a
free conscience, confident (ns we shall be) of having neg-
lected nothing in our power to render ourselves usceful.

Courage, brothers, et us push on.  Let us begin by
trying to purify our souls by restraining our passions. Let
us subject brute to man, sense to reason, and interest to
duty. Let us lay aside all hatred or rancowrs if there be
any among us, or against any one of our other brothers
in humanity, and it we have done wrong voluntarily or
involuntarily, let us compensate.  Let us become the men
of duty, and let us keep owrsclves always on the right
side of our rights. Let the sacred fire of Love be al-
ways burning in our hearts, Let us be worthy of it, and
the Supreme Architect will recompense us according to
the efforts we have made in trying to progress.

I conclude, my dear Brothers, by begging your kind
forgiveness for the trouble T may have caused you with
thesc few and poor expressions ; supply my deficiencies
with your intellect. Correct me freely on those points on
which T may have gone astray, and 1 shall feel thank-
ful to you.

Brothers, T shall not fail to be your interpreter before
the Mother Society to express to lier our gratitude, and in
your name also I shall thank her for the bigh favour bes-
towed upon us and make the sincerc vows for the pro-
sperity of Humanity and for all the Branches of our So-
ciety,

NOTE BY ‘THFE EDITOR.

The inaugural addresses of the respective presiding
officers of the Tonian and Bombay Branches of the Theoso-
phical Society, which appear side by side in the present
number, so well illustrate its policy of mutual toleranee
and confraternity, that we bespeak for each a careful read-
ing. Here we sce the Italian thinker inoved by the same
lofty aspirations for individual perfection and the happi-
ness and enlightenment of mankind, as the Parsi thinker
of Bombay. And though the onc conceives of the First
(lause, or Deity, quite differently from the other, whose an-
cestors from time immemorial have worshipped the Sun as
a visible type of Hormazd, yet a common religions feeling
moves the heart of each, and a comimon instinet makes him
see the way upward towards the truth brighter and clear-
er by the light of Theosophy. Ours is not an atheistical
society, though it does contain atheists ; nor is it a Chris-
tian one, even though our brother Dr. Wyld, President of
the DBritish Theosophical Society, would have us accept
Jesus as the most divine personage that cver appeared
among men, Our Fellows are of the most varied opinions
and each has a right to claim respect for his ideas as he
is bound to respect those of his brothers, We lave
presidents who are severally Christian, Deist, Bud-

dhist, Hindu and Atheist ; none dogmatizers, none claim-
ing to be wiser or more infallible than the other, yet each
taking the other by the hand, calling him brother, and
helping him and being helped in the divine quest after
knowledge. Nor ave all, or even a large minority, students
of veenlt seienees, for rarcly is the true mystic born,  Few,
alas! have they ever been who so yearned after the dis-
covery of Nature's secrets as to be willing to pursue that
hard and unselfish course of study : and  our own century
can show fewer than any of its predecessors,  As to the
seerets of the Theosophical Society, when we mention the
masonic-like signs of recognition, and the privacy secured
for the handful who do make their experiments in psy-
chological science, all has been said, The Pavent Society
is, in one word, o Republic of Conscience, & brotherhond
of men in search of the Absolute Truth.,  As was sufli-
ciently explained in our opening October number, every
one of us professes to be ready to help the other, whatever
the branch of science or religion to which his personal
predilections may lead him.

———

INAUGURAL ADDRFESS BEFORE TITI2 BOMBAY
THEOSOPIITCAL SOCIETY.

BY KHARSEDJI N, SEERVAIL VICE-PRESIDENT, PRESIDENT,
pro tem,

At the first meeting under our new Charter when we
enter upon our duties as members of the Boinbay Theoso-
phical Society, it seems uecessary that we should begin
with forming a clear idea, as far as possible, of what we
arc as Theosophists.  All the members must have at some
time or other set this question to themselves, and answer-
ed it more or less satisfactorily to themselves, In the
first number of the THEOROPHIST two elaborate and high-
ly learned articles we devoted to the two questions,
“ What is Theosophy,” and “ What are the Theosophists.”
But the vastucss of the questions and the great learning
that is necessarily employed in answering them and above
all their paramount importance to us, make it very desir-
able that we should have, at the outset of our course of stu-
dies, a free and patient discussion and eriticismon the sub-
ject. I now lay before you what I understand. My views
arc of course not authoritative. I put them forward as 1
have them, to be discussed and eriticized, so that in the
end, each onc of us may have a sufliciently clear and de-
finite understanding as to what is Theosophy and what
are the Theosophists.

From the subjects that Theosoply deals with and
criticizes, as far as we have had the opportunity of observ-
ing, we see that it covers the whole ground occupied by
Religion, Philosophy and Science. 1t has something to
say by way of confirmation or correction to each of these,
It it said nothing more than what Religion, Philosophy and
Science teach us, Theosophy would be useless.  But as
we will see in the sequel, it says a good deal more than
cach one of these cmbodiments of truths, or all of them
combined, tell us. Covering them all under its wings,
it correets the faults and errors of each one and leads them
on far beyond their present position. We will, therefore,
understand very clearly Theosophy as a whole, if we con-
sider it separately in itsrelation with Religion, with Philo-
sophy and with Science.

The question, therefore, that we have to begin with is—
What is Religion # No word seems to be more familiarly
used than the word religion, and I should think no word
is more indefinitely understood than this. If we look at
the different systems which are known under the name
of religion, and sce what functions they are intended to
perform we find that at the base of all the huge accumn-
lation of rituals, ceremonials and observances, - there 1s one
avowed object common to all religions—whether they are’
claimed to be revealed or natural religions—they have all
one object, viz., to convey the will of God to man, They
tell what man should believe and do 5 and the only reason
advanced for what he is required to believe and do js
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that God so wills. The religions, therefore, contain a code
of worulity which has the nuthority of the command of
God, and give an authoritative declaration as to what Gl
is and what is his relation to man and to the universe. In
the infant state of the human mind such authoritative
declarations are not questioned.  Rather they are nceded,
are reverentially accepted and devoutly followed. Religion,
thercfure, at this stage of the human mind, serves an impor-
tant purpose. But as the human mind grows te maturity,
what was suflicient for its childlike capacity ceases to be
so, It is disinclined to receive things at second hand, if
it can Jook at them diveetly and get at o rational convie-
tion of their truth or otherwise.  Instead of being con-
tent with receiving things on authority as it did in its
feeble infant state, it begins to speculate and cmploy its
reason for discerning whether things are as they are said to
be and why they are so. Here is the beginning of philoso-
phy. Herein is the first gern of scepticism,  If reli-
giousness means duty to hold beliefs on authoritative
declaration, to hold them irvespective of facts whether
reason supports them or not, in short to disallow to reason
the right to judge of beliefs which religion inculeates,
then we may say that with the beginning of philosophy
irreligiousness begins,. The idea of religion in the ortho-
dox sense coincides with the era of ignoranee.  For the
thinking man religion must be  philosophised or for him
philosophy is religion. This necessity is recognised by the
heads and  representatives of religious  systems, as it has
been felt by t‘ne frec-thinking laymen. Some philosophers
like St. Aungustine, counstruct a system  of philosoply to
confirm and establish the teachings of the religion they
profess.  Others more independent, see  insuperable diffi-
culties philosophically to arrive at any knowledge about
God, the soul, its existence and survival after death, the
universe as a whole and its relation to God.  As long as
man belicved what was tuught to him, on what he consi-
dered the divine authority, these questions presented
to him no difticulty, Not becanse his reason solved those
difficultics, but because he cared not to employ his reason,
He was satistied to take for granted what was told to him
and there the matter ended.  In such a passive state we
might happily remain if our mind never emerged from
this childlike state of contentment.  But every day that
goes, earries us forward in the course of advancement. It
18 the characteristic of man to be inquisitive of all the
subjects that come within the range of his thoughts.  The
successes that he has achieved in some departments of
knowledge make him bold and confident of sttaining
success by following the sume rtional wmethod of investi-
gation in all dircctions. The man of science joins with
the free-thinking philosopher to wage war against the
claims of religion. Accept on faith, says religion, the
truths which philosophy cannot reach and science cannot
penetrate. N‘:ly, say philosophy and science, to accept
truths upon faith is an unintelligible phrase, We are
votaries of truth, but truth is not truth unless our under-
standing can accept it,  While religion stands at one ex-
treme, scieuce in the heat of the controversy rushes to
the other extreme.  In its investigations in the material
universe, science day after day makes wonderful discoveries
and traces the uniform ageney of constant laws in the midst
of endless diversity., It views uothing as providential.
All the phenomena in the uuiverse it will trace to their
physical causes, Tt fors mental scicuce and moral science
on the physieal basis, It views religion as niere dogmatism,
philosophy in its transcendental speculations, as vague
and drenmy ; science alone can furmsh ian with positive
knowledge and more important still, useful knowledge.
The physical universe admits of being brought under
direct observation, experiment and verification, and the
great triumph of all this is that it enables wan to bring
about certain events in the future and predict them under
given counditions with perfect precision, The “subjects of
religion and philosophy inasmuch as they deal with the
non-material universe, and as they, therefore, do not admit
of these tests, arve not worth the while of man to waste
time and trouble wpon.  They are merc superstitions,
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bequeathed to us by the old ignorant Past, There is
nothing for man to know beyond matter and what inaterial
data will lead him to.  Thus, science drags us forcibly into
materialism.  Thus arbitrary and dogmatic veligion, in-
complete and incowpetent  philosophy, and  audacious
science all combine to destroy the most cherished and the
most ancient of onr beliefs, destroy all onr spiritual intui-
tions.  What ean rescue us from this sad state ?2 T answer,
Theosophy.

The world has been prepaved for Theosophy in onr
times by what are known in the Western world as spivi-
tual phenomena, These phenomena staggered the confidence
and positiveness ot science.  Books and journals ave full
of well-nuthenticated events whieh occurred in violation
of all the physical laws known to and aceepted by science,
Heavy things would be seen swinmming about in the air in
violation of the law of gravitation, canicd by some un-
scen or unknown being or force.  Beings of more or less
intelligence would manifest themselves at spiritual seances
and declare themselves the spivits or ghosts of” those who
had lived and died in this worldl.  They would  represent
themselves sometimes as dead friends, at  others as dead
relatives or as quite strangers, and converse with the per-
sons nssembled, on diverse matters,  All those who clung
to the belief in the existence and immortality of  the soul,
but whose seientitic edueation showed them that there
was a want of data on which the beliet conld be logieally
founded, all these natueally rushed to these events as the
most welcome evidences they so much wanted.  All shost
stories were raked up and fondly  read and re-read to see
how fur they were authenticated.  But there was one
weak point.  These spiritual intelligences, as we may eall
them, that held converse with men in this fashion may be
either the spivits or ghosts of the departed or may be
beings of a different order from ourselves.  Below man we
see myrinds of animated existences. Innumerable as these
are, they do not exhaust all pussible existenees nor fill the
whole univorse.  Beings of an order and nature ditferent
from ours may people the vast universe about us and the
spiritual phenomena we witness may be due to the ageney
of these beings.  This view came to be supported by the
fact that in many cases the guests from the unscen uni-
verse exhliibited intelligence and capacity far below those
of men they personated.  In many enses they were below
even the average intelligence of mankimd,  Often they
talked most silly and ridienlous and even  false and
contradictory things.  Often they betrayed a mischievous
delight in deluding their human interrogators.  Nay,
further, the sensitive persons called the madius, through
whom they manifested themselves, in a number of cnses
deteriorated in constitution, character, and morals, The
intercourse with these denizens of the unseen world
seemed i great many cases to be anything but in-
structive and  elevating.  All these considerations lead
to the conclusion that it is very improbable that thesc
visitors of ours are the spirits of departed nen,
but that they are somce independent beings.  Even in
cases where the communications are scnsible and true
it is as much possible that our interlocutors ave the in-
dependent beings who are  well disposed  and better in-
forined, as that they are the spirits of the departed. At
any rate it is not certain that the beings who communi-
cate with us at the seances are the spirits of the dead.
And thus these spiritual phenoimena as they are called do
not furnish us with data that can prove to us with certain-
ty the cxistence of soul and its numortality.  Yet these
gpiritual phenomena have gained one great point against
the materialism of science,  They establish beyond doubt
the existence of forces or beings whiclh do not obey
the laws of matter, and have nothing in common with
the material world,  To distinguish these, therefore, fromn
the material we may designate them as the spivitual
bengs or agencics.  This is, indeed, an immense gain and
deals a death-blow to materialism.

These spiritual phenomena, however, are but scattered
unconnected facts, and so long as they are such, our know-
ledge of the spiritnal vniverse does not amount to ch
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just as our knowlcdge of the physical universe did not
amount to much till we raised the knowledge of mere
facts to scicutific knowledge, We are said to possess
seientific knowledge in any particular department  of
Nature when we have succeeded in uniting the seatter-
ed facts under the highest possible genernlizations or com-
mon laws, and have acquired the power to predict future
events under given conditions, and  to bring about the
events when we ean armnge the neeessary conditions and
control the laws. Can we rnise to aseienee the phenomena
of modern spiritualism 2 Can we eany our knowledge
beyond the phenomena to the laws which these phenome-
na obey 7 Aund, knowing the laws, do we know how to
control them and so produce the phenomena at will 2 1f
we can, then we have mised modern spiritualism to the
dignmity of science.  And Theosophy does that.  The ad-
vaueed Theosophist enn produce at will all the pheno-
mena that occur at spiritnal seances.  While wmodern
spiritualism is a mere colleetion of phenomena, Theoso-
phy is the science of these phenomena, or, in short,
the science of spiritualism,  Going beyord these phe-
nomenn, it has a close and intimate view of the gpir-
itual universe that lies behind them, and of its Inws,
its influences, and its beings. Those who are familiar with
the phenomena of clairvoyance are aware that by the
will of the mesmerizer the patient is thrown into such a
deep sleep, or trance as it is called, that the body is in
every respect a corpse, the soul of the patient is releasedd
fromn the body, its vision is immensely enlarged, and as if
time and distance are no impediments to it, in an instant
it ranges over the most distant places, till by the will of
the operator the soul returns to the body which thus be-
comes reanimated.  We thus see the duality of matter
and spirit in man.  The more our spiritual self’ is freed
from the control and weight of the material sclf, the
greater is our freedom from physical impediments and the
greater becomes our capacity for knowledge and for work
in the universe. The true theosophical mystic acts upon
these facts. His aim is to subdue his physieal nature and
its wants and desires to the utmost limit possible, and
develop the spiritual nature to the highest extent possible,
In proportion to his success in doing this, the mightier
man he becomes, And you can easily imagine the immensi-
ty of knowledge aud power the highest Theosophist possesses,
who has succeeded in gnining a complete mastery over his
material, or as it is more significantly expressed animal,
nnture, who has developed his spiritual self to such an
extent that he is thoroughly spiritnalized, who is wholly
n spirit or spirit-man.  He has by internal development
gained all the powers that the freed soul manifests in
cases of clairvoyance, and, starting from what we know of
the powers of a mesmerizer, we may say he is to the
mesmerizer in his command over the outside world what
a full-grown, perfectly-developed, and healthy man is toan
infant just born.

Many details of argument and fact can be supplied, de-
tails which the Isis Unveiled so copiously furnishes and
which Colonel Oleott and Madame Blavatsky have often
brought to our notice, to throw more light on the conclu-
sions we have arrived at. The existence of soul in man,
its independence of our physical organization, hence its
survival when death altogether separates it from the body :
the existence of the spiritual universe, that as by our physi-
cal powers and knowledge we can operate upon the physi-
cal universe, so by our soul powers and knowledge we can
operate upon the spiritual and also upon the physical
universe, that the department of spiritual knox\'}m ge is
as much capable of scientific treatment and study as the
department of physical knowledge—these are for us well
established and proven facts.

Our position then in respect of science is this, We
accept all that it has discovered and knows about the
material world, but when it says that there is nothing
besides matter, nothing besides what it already knows,
we join issue with it.  We enlarge and extend the juris-
diction of science and bring within its scope the spiritual
universe,  Fromw the data which the spiritnal science fur-
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nishes, philosophy is better able to speculate on the con-
stitution of the universe, its relation with God, upon soul
and its future destiny, Before, philosophy stood aghnst
in the presence of the mysteries it cannot fathom ; helped
by Theosophy it sonrs beyond the mysteries, .

Before, philosophy stopped before the veil of Isis unable
to lift it up : Theosophy rends this veil asunder and ushers
philosophy  forward. Subjects which being so long mys-
terious to philosophy, religion claimed as its own nnd
dogmatized upon, now comelegitimntoly within the province
of philosophy. Of what use is it for religion to be dogmatic
when the truths it asserts come within the capacity of philo-
sophy to criticize, accept or veject.  Religion then is the
name for the highest conclusions of philosophy. So much
of its old dogmatism as coincides with these conclusions is
accepted, the rest of course rejected.  For the ignorant
these conclusions may stand as dogmas ; the thoughtful
know where to look for the basis of them and can know
how they are arrived at. Such truth as lies in them being
better understood, the various religions again in their
turn  command the respect and adherence of all honest
thinkers. We perecive, therefore, how religion, philosophy
and science, have all and each of thein heen advanced and
clevated by Theosophy. o far as we have proceeded, we
are in a position to conclude that Theosophy is the
spiritunl science ; Theosophy is the perfected and com-
pleted philosophy ; Theosophy is the religion for the
thoughttul ; Theosophy furnishes the only reliable and
true dogmas that wmay constitute the religion for the
ignorant or the masses. .

Formerly religion, philosophy and scienee, although
each claiimed to be the possessor of truth, yet pre-
sented the anomalous spectacle of being vehemently Ims-
tile to one another.  Now Theosophy has introduced har-
mony and concord among them all. Theosophy brings
peace in the realn of thought.

Nay more—in proportion as we rise from particulars to
higher and fewer generalizations from which to deduce all
the facts that fill the world, our knowledge is perfected
and complete.  In science we sce this process carried out
to a certain extent. The highest gencializations of seicnce
denote the great advance that has been made from parti-
cular facts.  But these generalizations which are aceepted
as the ultimate truths by the sciences to which they be-
long, are again but particulars in relation to one another,
and with veference to the higher truths which may be
discovered to cover them all. To ascend to these higher
truths which combine under their sweep the truths wiic]l
the various sciences finally stop at, and to make one
great science of all these sciences, is the provinee of phi-
losophy.  But so long as philosophy was not strengthened
by the spiritual data and science narrowed itself into
materinlism, philosophy was incapable of performing this
grand function and its pretensions to do this were not
tolerated.  Philosophy transformed into Theosophy does
all this, Theosophy thus is the science of sciences, it is
the highest science,

When we have mastered this highest science and philo-
sophy, we will have become Theosophists of a high, if not
the highest, order. At present, logically satisfied that there
lies the most important field of knowledge before us, we are
waiting at the threshold, till in good time we may be per-
mitted to cross it. Iow we are to qualify onrselves for
this high honour, and what the aims are for which we
wish to attain the highest theosophical knowledge and
powers, are themes of superlative importance and interest.
I have nlready taken much space and occupied much of
your time. These topics, therefore, we may reserve for
some future time. I have, therefore, to conclude, thank-
ing you for the patience and good-will with which you
have borne with me so long.

——

IT IS EASY TO ADVISE A PERSON, BUT HOW DIFFICULT
to receive, under similar circumstances, that same advice
from another! We are so prone to believe that what
we accept is truth, and that those who cannot see
with our eyes are all wrong.
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A WOODEN GOD.
BY COL. ROBERT G. INGKSOLL.

WasHINGToN, March 27.—To-day Messrs. Wright,
Dickey, O'Conner, and Murch, of the select committee
on the causes of the present depression of labour, pre-
sented the majority special report upon Chinese immigra-
tion.

These gentlemen are in great fear for the Tuture of our
most holy and perfectly authenticated religion, and have,
like faithful watchmen from the walls and towers of Zion,
hastened to give the alarm. They have informed Con-
gress that “ Joss has his temple of worship in the Chinese
quarters in San Francisco.  Within the walls of a dila-
pidated structure is exposed to the view of the faithful
the god of the Chinaman, and here are his altars of war-
ship. Here he tears up his pieces of paper ; here he offety
up his prayers; here he receives his religious consolations,
and here is his road to the celestial land.”  That * Joss is
located in a long, narrow room in a building in a back
alley, upon a kind of altar ;” that “ he is a wooden image,
looking as much like an alligator as like a human being ;”
that the Chinese “ think there is such a place as heaven ;”
that a]l. classes of Chinamen worship idols;” that “ the
temple is open every day at all hours;” that “ the Chinese
have no Sunday ;” that this heathen god has “ huge jaws,
u.blg‘red tongue, large white teeth, a half-dozen arms, and
big, fiery cycballs, About him are placed ofterings of
meat and other eatables—a sacrificial oftering.”

No wonder that these members of the committee were
shocked at such an image of Uod, knowing us they did
that

THE ONLY TRUE GOD

was correctly deseribed by the inspired lunatic of Patmos
in the following words :—

* And there sat in the midst of the seven golden candle-
sticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a
garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with
a golden girdle.  His head and his hairs were white like
wool, as white as snow; and his cyes were as a flame of
fire ; and his feet like unto fine brass as it they burned in
a furnace ; and his voice as the sound of many waters,
And he had in his right hand seven stars; and out of his
mouth went a sharp two-edged sword ; and his counte-
nance was as the sun shineth in his strength.”

fertainly a large mouth filled with white teeth is pre-
ferable to one used as the scabbard of a shavp, two-
edged sword.  Why should these gentlemen object to a
god with big fiery eyebulls, when their own Deity has eyces
Iike a flame of five ?

Is it not a littlg late in the duy to object to people
because they sacrifice meat and other catables'to their
god 7 We all know that for thousinds of years the
“real” God was exceedingly fond of rousted meat ; that
he loved the savour of burning flesh, and delighted in
the perfume of fresh, warm blood.

The following account of the manncr in which the
“living God” desired that His chosen people should saeri-
fice, tends to show the degradation and religious blindness
of the Chincse :

« Aaron therefore went unto the altar and slew the calf
of the sin offering which was for himsclf.  And the sons
of Aaron bLrought the blood unto him.  And he dipped his
fingers in the blood and pat it upon the horns of the
altar, and poured out the blood at the bottom of the altar;
but the fat und the kidneys and the caul above the liver of
the sin oftering he burnt upon the altar, as the Lord comn-
manded Moses, und the flesh and the hide he burnt with five
without the comp. And he slew the burnt offering.  And
Aaron’s sons presented unto him the bload which he
sprinkled rouwnd about the altar. ... And he brought the
meat offering and took a handful theveot and burnt upon
the altar, . . Heslew also the bullock and the ram for a su-
crifice of a peace offering which was for the people. And
Aaron’s sons presented unto him the bloed which he sprin.
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kled upon the altar round about, and the fat of the bullock
and of the ram, the rump, and that which covereth the
mwards and the kidneys, and the caul above the liver;
and they put the fat upon the breasts and he burnt the
fat upon the altar.  And the breast and the right shoulder
Aaron waved for a wave offering before the Lord, as Moses
commanded.”

If the Chinese only did semething like this, we would
know that they worshipped the “ living” God,  The idea
that the supreme head of the * American system of reli-
gion” can be placated with a little meat and * ordinary
eatables” is shinply preposterons. He has always asked
for blood, and has always asserted that without the shed-
ding of blood there is no remission of sin,

The world is also informed by these gentlemen that
“the idolatry of the Chinese produces

A DEMORALISING EFFECT UPON OUR AMERICAN YOUTH,

by bringing sacred things into disrespect, and making
religion a theme of disgust and contempt.”

In San Francisco there are svme three hundred thou-
sand people. Is it possible that afew Chinese cun bring
“our holy religion ” into disgust and contewnpt ¢ In that
city there are fifty times as many churches as Joss houses,
Scores of sermons are uttered every week ; religious books
aml papers are as plentitul as leaves in autumm, and
somewhat dricr; thousands of Bibles are within the reach
of all.  And there too is the example of a Christian city.

Why should we send missionaries to China if we can-
not convert the heathen when they come heve? When
missionaries go to a foreign land, the poor benighted
people have totake their word for the blessings showered
upon a Christian people; but when the heathen come
here they can sec for themselves.  What was simply a
story becomes a danonstrated fact. They come in con-
tact with people who love theiv cnemies; they see that
ina Christian Jand men tell the wuth: that they will
not take advantage of strangers; that they are just and
paticnt, kind and tender; that they never iesort to foree ;
that they have no prejudice on account of colour, race,
or religion ; that they look upon mankind as brethren;
that they speak of God as a universal father, and are
willing to work, and even to sufter, for the good not only
of their own countrymen, but of the heathen as well! Al
this the Chiuese see and know, and why they still chng
to the religion of their country is to me a matter of
amazement,

We all know that the disciples of Jesus do unto others
as they would that others should do uuto them, and that
those  of Confucius do not unto others anything that
they would not that others should (o unto them,  Survely
such people ought to live together v perfect peace.

RISING WITHE THIE SUBJECT,
arowing heated with a kind of holy indignation, these
Clnistian representatives  of & Christian - people  most
solemuly declare that

“Any one who is really endowe! with a correct know-
ledge of our religions system, which acknowledges the
existence of a living God and an accountability to Him, and
a future state of reward and punislonent, who feels that
hie Ting an apology for this abominable pagan worship, is
not a fit person to be ranked as a good citizen of the
Awmervican nnion, It is absmed to make any apology for
its toleration, It must be abolished, and  the sooner the
deeree goes forth by the power of this goverument the
better it will be for the interests of this Jand.”

I take this, the carliest opportunity, to inform these
gentlemen composing o mjority of the comnnittee, that
we havein the United States no * religious system ;" that
this is a secular government, That 1t has no rcligious
creed 5 that it does not believe nor disbelieve ina future
state of reward aud punishment ; that it neither affinns
nor denies the existence of a “living God ;" and that the
only god, so far as this government is concerned, is the le-
gally expressed will of a majority of the people,  Under
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our flag the Chinese have the same right to worship a
wooden god that you have to worship any other.  The
Constitution protects equally the Churel of Jehovah and
the house of Joss.  Whatever their relative positions may
be in heaven, they stand upon a perfect equality in the
United States.

THIS GOVERNMENT IS AN INFIDEL GOVERNMENT.

We have a constitution with Man put in and God left out:
and it ix the glory of this country that we have such a
constitution,

It may be surprising to you that I have an apology for
pagan worship, yet I have.  And it is the same one that
1 have for the writers of this report. 1 account for both
by the word superstition.  Why should we object to theiv
worshipping God as they please 2 If the worship is im-
proper, the protestation should come not from a committee
of congress, but from God himself,  If he is satisfied, that
is sufficient.  Our religion can only be brought into con-
tempt by the actions of those who profess to be governed
by itsteachings. This report will do more in that direc-
tion than millions of Chinese could do by burning pieces
of paper before a wooden image. It yon wish to impress
the Chinese with the value of your religion, of what yon
are pleased to eall “The American system,” show them
that Christians are better than heathens,  Prove to them
that what you arc pleased to call the “ living God” teaches
higher and holier things, a grander and purer code of
morals than can be found upon pagan pages.  Fxeel these
wretehes in industry, in honesty, in reverence for parents,
in cleanliness, in frugality, and above all by advocating the
absolute liberty of human thought.

Do not trample upon these people hecause they have a
different conception of things about which cven this
committee knows nothing.

five them the same privilege you enjoy, of making a
God after their own fashion.  And let them deseribe him
as they will. Would you be willing to have them remnain,
if one of their vace, thousands of years ago, had pretend-
ed to have secen God, and had written of him as follows:
“There went up a simoke out of his nostrils, and fire out
of his mouth devoured ; coals were kindled by it, . . .
and he rode upon a cherub and did fly?” Why should you
ubjeet to these people onaccount of theirreligion 2 Your
objection has in it the spirit. of hate and intolerance.  Of
that spirit the inquisition was born.  That spirit lighted
the fagot, made the thumb-serew, put chains npon !h_c
limbs, and Jashes upon the backs of men. The same spirit
bought and sold, eaptured amd kidnopped human beings ;
gold babes, and justified all the horrors of slavery,

Cfongress has nothing to do with the religion of the
people.  Its members are not responsible to God for the
opinions of their constituents, and it may tend to the hap-
pmess of the constituents for me to state that they are
m no way responsible for the religion of the members,
Religion is an individual, not a national matter,  And
where the nation interferes with the right of conseience,
the liberties of the people are devoured by the mouster
superstition,

If you wish to drive out the Chinese, do not make a
pretext of religivn. Do not pretend that you wre tiying
to do God a favom. Injustice in His name is donbly de-
testable.  The assassin cannot sanctify his dagger by fall-
ing on his knees, and it does not help a falschood if it be
uttered as a prayer. Religion, used to intensify the
Latred of wmen toward men under the pretence of pleasing
God, has cursed the world.

A portion of this most remarkable veport is intensely
religions.  There is in it almost the odour of sanctity ;
and when reading it one is impressed with the living piety
of its authors.  But on the twenty-fifth page there are s
few passages that

MUST PAIN THE HEARTS OF 'TRUE BELIEVERS,

Leaving their religious views, the members immediately
betake themselves to philosaphy and prediction, Listen:
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“The Chinese race and the American citizen whether
native-horn or who s eligible to our naturalisation Jaws
and becomes a citizen, are in a state of antagonism. They
cannot and will not ever meet upon coniinon ground, aund
vceupy together the same social level.  'This is impossible,
The pagan and the Christian travel different paths.  This
one believes in a living God, that oue in the type of mon-
sters and worship of wood and stone, Thus m the reli-
gion of the two rnces of man, they are as wide apart as
the poles of the two hemispheres.  They eaunot now nor
never [sic] will approach the same religious altar.  The
Christian will not recede to harbarism, nor will the Chi-
nese advance to the eulightened belt [whatever it is] of
civilisation. . . . Me cannot be converted to those
modern deas of religious worship which have been ac-
cepted by Europe and crown the American system,”

Christinns used to believe that through their religion
all the nations of the carth were finally to be blest.  In
accordance with that belief missionaries have been sent to
every Jand, and untold wealth has been expended for
what has been ealled the spread of the gospel.

I am almost sure that I have read somewhere that
“ Christ dicd for «ll men,” and that © God is no respecter
of persons.” It was once tanght that it was the duty of
Christians to tell to all people the “ tidings of great joy.”
I have never helieved these tidings myself, but have al-
ways contended that an honest mcrc{umt was the best
missionary. Commerce makes friends, religion makes
enemies ; the one enrichies, and the other impoverishes;
the one thrives best where the truth is told, the other
where falschoods are believed.  For myself, 1 have but
little confidence in any business, or enterprise, or invest-
ment, that promises dividends only after the death of the
stock-holders,

But

FAM ASHAMED

that fonr Christinn statesmen, four members of congress
in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, who sertous-
Iy object to people on account of theirreligious convictions,
should still assert that the very religion in which they be-
lieve—aad the only religion established by the hving
God-head of the American system—is not adapted to the
spivitual needs of one-third of the human race. 1t is
amazing that these four gentlemen have, in the defence
of the Christian religion, announced the discovery that it
is wholly inadequate for the civilisation of mankind ; that
the light of the cross can never penetrate the darkness of
China ; “that all the labours of the missionary, the ex-
ample of the good, the exalted character of our civilisation,
make no impression upon the Pagan life of the Chinese ;”
and that even the report of this committee will not tend
to clevate, refine, and christianise the yellow heathen
of the Pacific const.  In the name of religion these gen-
tlemen have denied s power and mocked at the enthu-
sinsm of its founder.  Worse than this, they have predict-
ed for the Chinese a future of ignorance and idolatry in
this world, and if the * American system” of religion is true,
hell-fire in the next.

For the benefit of these four philosophers and prophets
I will give

A FEW EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF CONFUCIUS,

that will in my judgmnent compare favourably with the
best passnges of their teport @

* My doctrine is that man must be truc to the princi-
ples of his nature, and the benevolent exercise of them
toward others.

“ With coarse vice to eat, with water to drink, and with
my bended arm for a pillow, 1 still have joy.

“ Riches and honour acquired by injustice are 1o me but
floating clouds.

“The man who in view of gain thinks of Hghteousness;
who in danger furgets life, and who remembers an old
agreement, however fur back it extends, such a man may
be reckoned w comnplete man, ‘
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“ Recompense injury with justice, and kinduess with
kindness.

“ There is one word which may serve as a rule ol prac-
tice for all one’s life : Reciprocity is that word.”

When the ancestors of the four Christian congressimen
were barbarians, when they lived in caves, gnawed  bones,
and worshipped dried snakes, the infamous Chinese  were
reading these sublime sentences of Confucius.  When the
forcfuthers  of these Christian statesmen  were hunting
toads to get the jewels out of their heads, to be used s
charis, the wretched Chinese were ealeulating celipses
and measuring the cirenmference of the earth.  When
the progenitors of these representatives of the ** Awerican
system of religion ” were burning women charged with
nursing devils, the people incapable of being mlln.cm.:cd
by the exalted character of our civilization,” were building
asylums for the insane,

Neither should it be forgotten that, for thousands of
years, the Chinese have houestly practised the great
principles known as

CIVIL SERVICE REFORM

w sotaething that even the administration of Mr. Hayes
hias reachied only through the proxy of promise.

If we wish to prevent the inimigration of the Chinese,
let us reform our treaties with the vast cmpire from
whonce they came.  For thousands of years the Chinesc
secluded themselves from the rest of the world.  They did
not deem the Christian nations fit to associate with, We
forced owrselves upon them,  We called, but with can-
non. The English battered down the door in the names
of opinm and Christ. The infauny was regarvded as another
trivmph for the gospel. At last, in seltf-detence, the Chinese
allowed Christians to touch their shoves,  Their wise anen
theiv philosophers protested, wnd prophesied  that time
would show that Christians could not be trusted.  This
report proves that the wise men were not only philoso-
phers but prophets,

Treat China as you would Englind,  Keep a treaty
while it is in force.  Change it it you will, according to

the laws of nations, but on no account excuse a breach  of

national faith by pretending that we are dishonest for

God's sake. (Chicago Daily Tines.)
- A-A.-‘_‘_ PR

NOTICING THE SAD FACT OF 'PHE IMPENDING DISSOLU-
tion of the “ Sauskrit Text Society,” tounded at London in
1565, through the cxertious of the late Professor Gold-
stiicker, Professor Albert Weber, the learned Sanskrit
Professor at the University of Berlin mournfully asks the
Editor of the T'imes

“ (fan it be possible that among the hundreds and
thousands of English gentlemen who have spent a large
part of their lives in India, in what one otten hears called
¢ the most splendid service in the world,” a sufficient num-
ber cannot be induced to support a socicty formdod for
the purpose of making available to Kuropem scholars the

authentic documents for Indian litermry rescarch oL .0 27

A moment’s reflection would have inducell  Professor
Weber to spare himself the trouble of asking such a
question,  What proportion of the English gentlemen
who take up an Indian career care one rap about Indian
« history or anthentic doctments ¢ How many  real schol-
ars have developed in the Indian branches  off serviee
sinee Johm Company’s fivst ship arrived ¢ Great uaines,
Jdoubtless, there are to be vecalled, but when the entire
list is written, what percentage does it cmbrace of the
cducated, even lighly educated, men who have been to
Tudia 7 1t the professor were to poll the civil and mili-
tary branches of the public service to-day, he would find
that not one per cent. even of the lusty young chaps fresh
fronit the scholastic forcing-houses would trouble themsclves,
whether or not the Sanskrit lunguage itself, to say no-
thing of the Sunskrit Text Society, were extingnished
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to-morrow. Badminton, luwn-tennts, flirtation, racing, pig-
sticking, billiards, and the bubbling peg intevest thew,
i there is always plenty of money to support clubs and
that sort of thing.  But Asiatic literature, Aryan religion
or philosophy—these are not their * fad 7 and out of all
these thousands upon thousands who have passed across
the Indinn stage, few have turned their backs upon fashion-
able pleasures and sought their happiness in - study. At
Kandy, Ceylon, for instance, in the English library which
stands just opposite the Dalada Maligawa temple, among
the collection of some 7,000 volummes there 1s, or was 2
few weeks ago, just one book on the Buddhists or their
religion—Schlagentweit's observations in T'ibet. That tells
the story ; and Professor Weber need not waste time in
wondering that such socicties as the one he names enjoy
so precarious a tenuve of life, It Juropean seholars would
show a more respectful and fraternal  disposition towards
their native Asiatic contemporaries the case might be
different.  And it the * enlightened Indian princes and
gentlemen’ whome he mentions in the same letter to the
Times could sce that their patronage of such learned bodies
would secure them as much consideration with the ruling
race as do their subscriptions to monuments and giving of
entertainments, no doubt theiv aid would be gencrously
afforded.

THE MEDAL oF HONOUR.

The undersigned vegrets to say that neither of the very
few essays sent in for competition for the Medal of Honour
fninded by the General Council is of sufticient merit to
cutitle it to the bestowal of so high o dignity,  To award
this medal for any paper but one strictly complying with
the first of the conditions announced in the Resolution of
Comnail of May 5, viz, that = The BEssay shall be of a
high merit,” would permanently lTower its value in the
estimation of the Indian public as o national prize worth
contending for. It canmot be admitted for & moment
that the failurve to clicit high-cliss essavs s due to any lack
of ability among owr Indian thinkers,  The true reason is
doubtless a too modest estimation of personal ability.
Under this conviction, therefore, the General Council do-
cides to renew the offer of the medal and diplomas men-
tioued in the Resolution of May, and appeal to alt who
love Indin and reverence her ancient glories 1o aid our
Society in this attemipt to infuse o new life into the ua-
tional lterature,  And as under the previons wrrangement
the eminent jurors selected were debarred for competition,
it has now been decided that the undersigned  shall judge
of the respective merits of competing essays ; u\f'nililig_;‘
himselt as oceasion may require of the hielp of non-comype-
ting native scholars who inay consent to aid him in render-
ing a just and impartial award.

For the information ot the public, it is annonnced that
donations of ancient coins to be melted into the Medal of
Honour have already been niade by distinguished  patrons
of learning in the North-Western and Eastern provinees
of India. The fullowing is the generons contribution of Rao
Babadur  Manuibliad  Jasbhian, Divan of Cuteh —Ten
kories, old coins found in Catel and supposed to be about
1200 years old 1 ten kories, Rao Tawmachiji’s veign, con-
menced Samvat 1711L—A.D. 1655 ; tifty sniall coins-—old
coins fomud in Cuteh, and supposed to be about 800 years
old ; five kovies, Rao Raidhanji L's reign, conmenced
Swnviat 1722.—AD. 1666 five kories, Koo Lakhpatji's
reign, commenced, Saivat 1805.—A 1. 1752 tive kories,
Ruo Desalji L's reign, conmnenced, Samvat 1775—A. D,
17195 five kories, Rao Pragji or Pragmalji [’s reign, com-
meneed Savat 17540 —AD. 1698 seven kories, Rao
Khengagii s veign, commenced Samvat  1605—A. 1.
15495 ten kories, Rao - Bharaji or Bhavmalji s reign,
comnnenced Samvat 1642, —ALD. 1586,

Fassays of the character deseribed in the notice Publishicd
i the Trrosorise for Maveh, April sl May, will he
received at these Head-quarters wntil December Tst, 1880,
aned judgment given by e betore Marvel 1, 1881, The
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name of the anthor wmust in wo ease be attached to an
essay, but placed in a closed envelope accompanying the
sine and bearing upon the outside a mark or marks simi-
lar to thuse written upon the essay.

By order of the Couneil,
Henry 8. Ovcorr,
President of the Theosophical Socicty.

Hewl-quanters, T, S,
Giirgaun, Bombay, June 1, 1880,

o e e e e

NANGA BABA OF GWALIOR.
BV A RETIRED COMMISSIONED MILITARY OFFICER,

In a corner of the parade ground of Mahdrija Scindia’s
furce, there lived an aseetic called (from his always keeping
himself stark naked) * Nanga Baba.” The Mahdrija tried
i many direct and indireet ways to get his parvade cleared
of the cottage of the Bibi, but he would not budge. He
(Nanga Bibd) had a few flowering plants set out about his
coltage. Bt was a place of resort tor all classes of people.

In the year 1865, our regiment, the 16th B. C., under the
conmmand of Colonel Jenkin, had to spend the nsual term
at the Murar cantonment®  Every now and then the holy
man was waited upon by regimental men, one .Sob!m
Singh sowar (a Sikh and a native of Hoshydrpnr district
in the Punjdb) being mmnong the number.  He used to go
unnoticed cvery night with a musak (goat skin) full ol
water to irrigate the plants attached to the hcrmlta'gc,.
The locality lias a very scanty supply of water.  “T'he Babi
knew well Sobha Singl's devotion, but in order that no
one might suspect that he possessed psychic powers, he
used to ask his waiters-on—* Who <rrigetes my plants
cvery night 27 )

One night s the sowar was as usunal watering the
plants, Nanga Bdbi, simply to unveil the matter and
to properly repay Sobha Singh's services, cune out of l'ns
“kuti” (cottage) and said—* Who is among my plants dis-
turbing them in the peace of the night 77 Sobha Singh,
as if thunder-struck, sat down quictly where he was. On
approaching near,” Nanga Bibd” addressed him—*0, Sobha
Singh, thou hast done a great service to me”  The latter
did not say anything, from awe and reverence. The her-
wit then returned to his cottage ; Sobha Singh followed
Lim and sat down in o corner, deeply filled with a sincere
love for the holy man,  That night and the following day
and night passed, but Sobha Singh woull not, rather could
not, leave the place.  The following morning, Nanga Babid
desired the sowar to go to his regiment.  The man shrug-
ged his shoulders and said (after coming to himself, as till
then he was in a peculiar state of mind)—" Yes, Babi, 1
will go to the regiment once for all, as yesterday 1 had
my * athpahria’ duty (e, 24 howrs’ regular duty of
horse and man) which I neglected.  No sooner will I go
there than I shall be sent to the custody of the stand-
guard, and the punishment 1 will get cannot be but hard
under the present military law.”  After alittle talk with
the liermit, he silently went to the chheori and  un-
noticed entered his compartiment (dere). As he entered he
asked his joridar (fellow-horseman, who lived in the
same compartinent) Dalel Singh, sowar, as to what hap-
pened in his absence, and whether he was on that acconnt
reported to the officer in charge by the lHead Dafledar,
Dalel Singh was astonished at the question.  Calling
him a maniae, he said that scareely an hour had passed
since his (Sobha’s) return from his “athpahric” duty and
putting oft his wniform, &e., and then asked him what he
now micant by making such fuolish enquiries ? Sobha Singh
was not a little surprised at his fellow’s remarks, and ob-
served that it was poor fun for hin to juke in a matter
of sucl impovtance,  Dalel Singh, being frightened and
taking his collengue for a lunatie, ran up to his immediate
superior and reported the case.  From all this, Sobha Singh

* About three milos from Gwalior,
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found that something had happened during his absence,
and attributed it to the hidden powers of Nanga Biibi,
When the troop Risaldar was informed of this matter, he
sent for the sowar and many men gathering round him,
they were anxious to hear what the matter was with the
poor Sobha,  Who could say what was working in this
man’s mind 2 After a long while and repeated questions,
Sobha Singh told the whole story to the bystanders.  All
were surprised to know that Sobha Singh’s «athparia
was not performed by himselt, but by some body else.
Sobha Singh tendering his resignation, the case was re-
ported to the Commanding Ofticer. But, despite every effort
of military men, the sowar did not withdraw his resignation.

After receiving his discharge from the regiment, he
went divectly to Nanga Baba and presented him all the
money he had.  The hermit addressed him in the follow-
ing words—* Thow hast come at lost”;and retwrning his
money, he gave him Rs. 500 more and ordered him to go
direet to his house, where after celebrating the nuptials of
his two daughters, he should give himselfup to thecontenp-
lation of the Deity 7n Ais own way.  The lioly man added
that there was no necessity for his returning to Gwalior, and
that hereafter he was to be the most revered ascetic of his
native country.

We hear that Sobha Singh from that time always lived
only under the shelter of a blanket stretchied over a hamboo
stick. The people of Hoshyarpur, Jalandhar, and other
districts of the Punjab, not being prone to leave fakirs and
other holy men to themselves, thronged to his Darshana.

Soblia Singh became a perfect ascetic by a single glance
of Nanga Babd of Gwalior—not less but rather more
revered than even his “ gura.”

We are informed that Nunga Bébd left his housc of
clay some three or four years ago.

Will any of your learned correspondents kindly answer
a query sugoested by the above nmirative, viz—What was
the person or form that appeared and performed the duty
for Sobha Singh ¢ By what name may we call this
wonderful phenomenon 2* - Namaste !

M. B YV,
Moradabad, 8th June 1880,

et ——

A FEW WEEKS BEFORE OUR PARTY LEFI' FOR CEYLON,
we were honoured with a visit from Mr, Ganesh W, Joshi,
the renowned patriot, whose death is now mourned by all
India, Iis fricndly talk and expressions of hope that our
Socicty might prosper, are awmong our happiest recollee-
tions. A short time before the untimely occurrence of
his death, we reccived from him a very friendly letter
together with a vernacenlar copy of his recent discourse
on “ Salvation,” delivered in the temple of Vishnu at
Poona. The discourse began with the quotation of a
verse of Tukaram’s wherein the company of santas (adepts)
is given a higher value than wealth, happiness or even
salvation.  Various quotations from Tukaram and others
were made, It is on the whole, an earnest and able pamn-
phlet. Coming so short a time before his death it will, we
hope, be treasured as a monument of his virtues and make
his name remembered by posterity.  We respectfully offer
our sympathy to his family, and wish his friends cvery
suceess n the patriotic work of reform he has left behind
him to be finished by them.,

* Iy tho name Kwme Rupa ov Mupici Repa. An Aryan ought not to
need ask that, We know of a case in Europe, related to us by the ven.
tlewan himself, where a man was in a trance or semi-tranco state for thirty-
xix honrs—one day and two nights.  During this intorval he appeared—or
reemed to his pupils to appear —at College as nsunl and continned u locturo
ho had bezun the provious day ; taking up the thread exactly where it had
been dropped  The gontleman would not helieve his pupils’ assurances of
this fuct until thoy showed him the note-books in which, as customary, they
had preserved memorandn of the College loctures to which they histened.
Who can tell whether the teacher who lectured while the gentlemnn wiy
nneonscions was his physical body, animated Ly another iutelligence, or
his Maydree Roper, or * double,” acting independently of the couscious.
ne<s of his physical brain? Anad this very gentleman, to whom this mun.
bor will be sent, will, we promise, be mightily interosted in the gnards
mounting story of Soblia Singh, —Eb,
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PUZZLES FOR THE PIHILOLOGISTS.
BY RAMCHANDRA BAPUJI JADHAO RAO, EsQ.
In the May THEOSOPHIST is an article in connection with

the monogenistic theory of prior residence of one common

ancestral Aryan family in Clentral Asia, discussed under a

similar heading in the March number.

The writer appealing to the science of langnage, lays
the greatest stress on philology, and presumes that the
mere existence of a few Sanskrit words in some of the
Western (European) languages is a suflicient evidence to
warrant the conclusion that an Aryvan family once lived
at a time asout of memory, in Cential Asia, and thence its
detachments marched into Envope, Persia and India. e
does not, however, attempt to explain the other points
which such a conclusion, 1 at all admitted, involves,
but leaves them to be answered bylsome abler writer than
himself, whom he invites to join him in the field of dis-
eussion.

As the above conclusion 1s shown to be the result of

philology, let us see on what evidences and testimonies it
1s based.

So late as an hundred years ago, the students of languagoes
throughout Europe believed that the Hebrew was the
most ancient tongue of all the world,  This was the Lun-
guage of the Jewish nation, the language in which was writ-
ten the old Testament, or that purt of the Bible which

speaks of the creation of the world and the genesis of

mankind, The Hebrew was, therefore, looked wpon as
the method of speech given directly by God to man at his
ereation, and consequently the carliest spoken language.
It was supposed that as mankind increased in numbers
and separated into different tribes and nations, the Hebrew
was split up, and transformed into various dialects, and
thus was the purent of all the languages of the carth. The
story of the Tower of Babel and the confusion of tongues
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Since the introduction of the study of Sanskrit into
Europe, the van being led by the late Sir Willian Jones,
one of the judges of the High Court of Judicature at
Caleutta, who lived at the close of the eighteenth cen-
tury, a change gradually glided in. The European scholars
reaching the grammar and voeabulary of Sanskrit and find-
ing a resemblance between some common-place words  of
Sanskrit and of some of the Buropean languages, began to
form quecr ideas, that the Europeans, Persians and Hiu-
dus belonged primarily to one Aryan family, which
once lived in Central Asia, and had Sanskrit for their
tongue ; a theory diametrically opposed to the outgivings
of history, chronology, mythology and geography amoug
cvery nution on the face of the carth.

To strengthen the above theory or to invest it with the
character of fact and truth, strange coujectures, clothed
in the garh of History, are brought forward: to-wit, that
the Aryan tribe, (Hindus) quitting their ancestral abode
in Central Asin, crossed the Hindu Kush, and traversing
the Himalayan snows southwards, settled themselves on
the banks of the five rivers which water the great tract,
which derives its nume Punjaub therefrom, and that, ever
since the Hindus have called that region their home ; and
it is said that before that time, they lived in more northern
regions within the same precincts with the ancestors of
Urecks, Ttalians, Slavonians, Germans and Celts as mem-
bers of one great family.

Neither the Europeans nor the Hindus, nor any other
nation under the sun ever possessed, nor so much as had
even the faintest knowledge of this strange tradition, nor
do the nursery tales which are said to have been earried
from the East, whisper such a story. It is nothing but
a varnished tale utterly undeserving of the name of tradi-
tional history. _

The words in the European languages which ave said to

goes in harmony with this version. correspond with those of Sanskrit, are as follows :—*
Excrisi SANSKRIT. ZEND. Greex, LaTin, Gornic. SLAVONIC, Inrasin
FAlher un cerennee | Pitate.cioseeend Pataroon] Pateraa..] Pateraan .| Fadar .. e o Athiir.
Mother. S Mitar.........| Matar....... o] Meter.....ovenee...| Mater.... ... covers Mati ... .o oo] Mathair,
Brother......u.....| Bhavitar......| Breatar.........| Pheatvia......,.| Fratero,.....,.| Brothar. ... x| Brat ... ......| Beathair,
SISOl reneenes]| SVASAT.,.ey..e| Ganhar........ soror .. Svistar .. Sestra... Siur.
Dubitar........| Dughdhar....| Thugater......... ceieees Danhtar .. (Lith) Dukte.| Dear.

Duugiiter,........
Father-in-law....
Mother-in-law...
Son-in-law..... e

Svasura........ Iekuvos....
Svasru........

Jamatdr ......

ssaces

see e

.
Hekuri oo,
Gambros. .,.......

Svekri.........
Svekroj

. Svailna .., ...
.| Svaihro v ...

Socer ..
Socrus,
Geuer.,

Daughter-in-law{ Snusha........ ceean Nuos....coseeeeeved) Nurus..ovee,.] 0. 11, . snur} Snocha .. ...
Brother-in-law. | Devar......... cennes Daer & raselfos.| Levir, oo,.,.| a0 s, tacor...| Lith-dewers. vorses
Sister-in-law.....| (Naonandar)... Yulos.eseererennse.] Glos.... . ceieee 0. BohemSclva
Cattlee.ieereensse] 88U ceverarend| Pastivaene,| Pous.. .., .| Peeu .. verees cerven covres
Ox & Cowennurnnd] Gouvvavvennnnnad| GROLeiaey ouno | Bows., o Bos i, cens Govjad ...
OX...veveever-sones] Ukshanee.n| Uklishan..,...[ Bus.ienieecae.| Vacen..........

Steer.... Sthura.......,.| Staora......... Nuuros.eeecrecens] Taurus.,,...... (11101 DN YT
THeifer. vevenenee] Staria.e.... ceeees Steirn. veeees ooe...| Sterilis., ve one verens
TLOrSCouae ne onees] Asn, Asva..| Aspit..e,. o] Hippos..., equis. .., cerres
DO eieevereneens] S¥ANciiiieener| SPiieniennny Kuon Cunis..... Sobakn .. oo e
Sheepu v vevvarees] AViiiiin. Ois..... vene] OVis, (aas e, Ovjza wuveeese. .
Cilflenennnve ool Vistoeieaaee. coreen Italos... o] Vitulus....ee. ceenes

She-gont.owiiies.
Sow sesvesascsssons
Pig ...
Mouse.... ceavueres
Fly. coviiiiiianen

Go05Cuuereainsenien

Agionienon
Su (Karn).....
Ghrishvi ......
Mushe.oeeen,,
Makshika .....

Hamsa........

sesces
vencae
secsne

aven

Makhshi ......

AlsSviiareecennses
Usiverr erennen

Xoiros.. .

ITRY Y

Khen....coviieenans

Caper vevveniee
SUS veiinrnareen
Mus ceeeeenennn
Muson..oevee.

Anser...,.....

Svinia .eoeeenn.
Mysz,. . .00 oo,
Mukha.........

XY RIY)

s0caas

csesen

Kusioiies cornes

Wild animals
Asia and Europe, the Bear and

. some ol whi

ch were known to the Aryans before they separated and which happea to live both in

the Wolf.

Bear.o.iieee vorees
Wolfeiiverevrnnans
Serpent.........

Riksha ......
Vrika civeeenn

IR YT

Sarpa coeeeeen.

ssscne

Arkos ....eceevees
Lukos ceune.

Ekhis wiioinen..

LT85, 000 vnees
Lupus........

Serpens........

esiens

Lith, Loky-s.
Do—wilkaz,

cesene

seoasn

Nork.—The above awkward or crude forms secem to have been adopted by the author for the purpose of coinei-
dence between the words of the European languages and those of the Sunskrit which ought to have been, in fuirness,
writtew as Pitra, datre, Bhratra, §e.

* Chips from a Gerinan Workshop, by Prof, Max Miiller, Vol. 11, pagres 22, 44 & 62



It is hardly necessary to point out that almost all the
above words (and any other which ave comparatively few),
are of little or no importance. being merely  common-
place, or household  words, usnally in the mouth of even
the common people anld were so, when Sunskrit was the
prevailing or spoken language.  Their intvoduction into
the European languages was merely aceidental at a time
when Greeee and other nations of Furope were indigenous
tribes, more or less in a state of barbavism having indi-
aenous dindects of their own as history conelusively de-
monstrates,

The very corenpt formns, as diverse as are the lan-
guages in which these words stand, as the above table shows,
and the alsenee of a legion of other Sanskrit words in
the Furapean Janguages, whiel e formed mostly of tevis
of peenliae Euvopean origin and formation, neither ap-
proaching nor bearing aflinity to the Sanskrit words even
in roots and derivatives, are tangible evidences going in
perfeet harmony with what 1 say,

Words being exchangad like cureent. coing and ravities,
find their way into the langnages of vavious countries,
having intercourse and eommeree with cach other.  The
Avyan and the non-Avyan groups of families, as they are
ealled, kave in their languages a nuinber of wonrds belong-
e to each other, as will be shown hereafter.

As early as 3,500 years hefore the Christinn era, the
Aryans of India  (Hindus) were in direct communication
with the lgyptinus ; and 3,560 years ago  when Joseph
reached Egypt, the Indians were in free communieation
with the Ismelites.  This fact holds good even with the
period of Tadinas T, and of the Pharaohs,
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The Periphis, the book of Genesis, the writings of

Zanavus, centuries before the birth of Cheist, and even our
great epics, Ridmdyan and Mahidbhdnit, the dates of which
have been ealenlated and  fixed at 3,300 years by Ewnro-
peans according to  their own fancy, though, according to
the Aryan chronology, they  go far bevond that period, and
are replete with evidences of the Hindus having navi-
gated the open seas and of their having held communieation
with Europe, Persia and other parts of the globe, inelnd-
ing (reece and Rome as well as the regions of Aretic
Ocean. (Vide Mahdbhdrita, Book 14, which uarrates the
exploits of the mighty Pandu Princes in connection with
the Ashwa Medha—the Horse sacrifice performed by them
to signalize the Universal power and dominion acquired
hy them.) .

We are told that the Aryan family which lived in Cen-
tral Asia, weve a civilized people; and that their religion
was that of the Vedas, They had ehariots, howses, ships,
boats, towns and fortified places before the separation took
place. They were, therefore, not nomads. ‘T'o this Professor
Max Miiller adds that the younger branch ot the family leit
fist and emigrated into Europe while the elder and the
oldest remained together for some thime, md then the former
separating, they went into Persia, The oldest.  quitted
its ancestral abode Iast of all, for a new home in India

The inference to be dhawn, then, is that the olil home
was abandoned by cvery soul, andleft to hecome a dreary
and a desolate desert as we now find it,

On this concluding portion of the theory, I need not
at present offer any remarks but veserve thew fora future
and approprinte ocension,

The Rig-Veda is considered by European scholars as the
real Bible of the nncient faith of the Vedie Rishis, and
the oldest book of the Indo-Iuropean Family.

Now the hymns of the Rig-Veda teem with such words,
as Indra, Agni, Varuna, Savitri, Surya, Ravi, Vayu, Mitra,
Marut, Ashwins, Rudra, Prithvi, Ghrata, Soma-ras, Ap-
Nadi-soma (the king of the world) Prajipati —Aditi, Swar-
ga, Visvé-Deva-Vasus—DPurohit Rushes and  to which may
be added the words above-mentioned, »iz., chariots, horses,
ships, boats, forts, fortified places and several others,

The philologists do not show whetherany of the above
words exist in any of the Kuropean languages. They
must certainly be  traceable  somewhere there, if, in
veality, detachments  after detachinents of the Aryan
family did, as alleged, mavel from the old Home-country—

.
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Central Asin—into Europe, to conquer awd colonize that
region.  The existence of these words in the European
languages is the more probable sinee Professor Max Miiller
aflivms that the very word Veda exists in the Greek and
the English lwmgnages, and identifies it with Oida in the
former and wise, wisdom and wit in the latter. But the
non-existenee or absence of such words as above, must
absolutely wo to shake the very foundation of this fondly
cherished theory and upset it altogether.

To dednee conelusions from common-place words, the
very significance and the determinative power of which
lead to a diffevent. inference is merely to form  fanciful
theories which cun havdly shine before facts and truth,

There are a number of words belonging to varions lan-
guages which have welded into English and finally form
now part and pareel ot that language, simply owing to the
nterconrse and commeree which that great nation main-
taing with other countries of the world, as the list given
below shows. (Adam’s  Elements of the English Language.
Pages 11 and 12).

Hebrew,

Abbey, abbot, amen, behemoth, éabal, cherub, ephod,
achenna, hallelujah, hossaua, jubilee, leviathan, manna,
sabbaoth, sabbath, seraph, shibbaleth, pharisaie, rabbi.

Adrabie.

Admiral, alehemy, aleohiol, aleove, alembie, algebra, al-
kali. almanac, amber, mnbereris, arrack, arsenal, artichoke,
assassin, attar, azimuth, cadi, ealiph, ecamplor, "carat, eara-
van, earavanserai, chemistry, cipher, civet, coffee, cotton,
erimson, damask, damson, divan, dragoman, elixir, emir,
fakir, firman, gazette, girvafle, harem, hazard, jar, lake,
lemon, lime, Inte, magazine, mameluke, mattress, minaret,
mohair, monsoon, moslem, mosque, mufti, mummy, na-
bob, nadir, naphtha, nard, opinm, ottoman, safiron, salaam,
seullion, shirnb, sivono, sofa, sultan, syrup, tabor, talisman,
tamarind, tambourine, taniff, vizir, zenith, zcervo.

DPersian,

Aznre, baleony, barbican, bazar, eneck, mals, chess, der-
vise, emerald, hookah, howdah, indign, jackal, jasmin,
kaffir, lilac, musk, ovange, pasha, pawn, saraband, scimitar,
sepoy, shawl, sherbet, simoon, tafteta, tiffin, turban, para-
dise.

Hindustant,

Baman, batta, betel, buggy, bungalow, ealico, ecoolie,
cowrie, dimity, jungle, lae, loot, mullag-atawny, mushi,
pagoda, palangquin, pariah, punch, pundit, rajal, rmpee,
sandal (woad), sugar, suttee, tody, shanipoo,

Malay.

Amuck, bamboo, bantam, caddy, eaoutchoue, chintz,
cockatn«z, creese, curry, gamboge, godown, gong, gntta-
percha, Junk, mango, oran-outang, ratta,

Chinese,
Bohiea, congon, hyson, nankeen, pekoe, satin, soy, tea,
Turkish.

Jey, chibouk, chouse, janisary, kiosk, sash, tulip, seraglio.

From a philelogical point of view let us suppose, for
a moment, and for argument’s suke, that from some un-
forescen circumstances, the present communication be-
tween the East and the West ceases (which may God
forbid but continue for ever) and history becomes destroy-
ed and forgotten, and then after atime the conmmunication
is renewed, as at present: wonld the philologists that
may then twm up, be justified in deducing and their
admirers in upholding the conclusion, that all the above
nations once lived under one roof, as mewmbers of one great
Aryan family, in a central region and thence after separat-
ing, the Malayas and the Chinese emigrated, first of all,
into Malacea and China, next. the Persinns and the Hindus,
following in the wake of their brothers, proceeded
to Persia and India, and the English, the cldest branch,
quitting the old-country last of all, crossed the waters
of the Red Sea and the English chaunel and finally
settled in Britain !
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Such a conclusion, though apparently warranted, would
yet in origin be absurd and ludicrons.

India has always been the very repository of the Vedas
and the Hindus holding thew dearer than life, saved the
seripts from the blazing fires of tyranuy and oppression
whicli succeeded the abominable anarchieal reign of the
Moslem tunatics and slaves, who invaded Indin, and whose
wonstant endeavours were steadily direeted towands the
suppression and annihilation of the Hindu religion,  If]
therefure, the Europeans had ever belongad  to the great
Aryan family and known the Vedasas their birth-right,
if they had enrried the texts with them at the time of their
emigration from Central Asia into Europe, it becomes a pro-
blem which demands selution at the hands of the philolo-
gists, how and under what circumstances, the Faropeans
could have irrecoverably lost the Vedas so as to leave no
traces behind.,

1t is likewise a marvel and a mystery that the Euro-
peans shonld have never known any thing of the Vedas,
or that they should, hardly a century ago, have been so
completely ignorant as to who their ancestors were, what
their religion was, and whenee they came

The Vedas have only been lately obtained from hulin
by European scholurs. Now Indiais the very eradle of
civilization, language, religion  and  literature of the
ancient  Arvyan race from which emigrations may have
flowed into Europe from time to time. This in
conjunction with the fuct of the Hindus having had
free commuuication with Europe by sean led to Sans-
krit words, few as they are, being intermixed with those of
Euaropean dialects whilst in a barbarous state, w fact which
is established  beyond donb, by the suggestive evidenees
of folklore, most of the tules and stovies, fables and tradi-
tions, curvent in Europe, Persia and  other countries, all
of which had their origin in India. The efforts of philology,
theretore, however strennous in that diveetion, can hardly
succeed  In metamorphosing a vague theory into . real
Simon Pure, but must ever remain as they are—a hollow
farce.

The imputation that the Aryans were kunentably defi-
cicnt in philological knowledge, betrays o sad ignoranee
of the Aryan literature on the part of the writer. Very
little may have been known of the Hindus, but this is no
proof that they themselves knew Gttle, Besides, it may be
asked what o menpre knowledge of philology has to do
with the silence of the Vedas about other conntries.  Per-
haps, my opponent confounds  philology with geography ¢

Last, but not least, is the story of the delnge. The
intent of its introduction in a potential mood is apparent-
ly to expose its absuedity, at this fitting opportunity.
However, let us hope that with the high progress,
which Philology, like other seiences, is said to have made,
archaclogical und  geological surveys of the regions said to
have been once the residence of the great Aryan fa-
mily, in Central Asia, may be begun at once. The
favourable results of the excavations will, no doubt, settle
this great question, intevesting and important ag it is, both
to Europeans and Hindus,  1f, perchance, there be a fai-
lure, it ean be veconeiled with the argnment that  the
current of the river Oxus having turned in the dircetion
in which the buildings and fortified places stoud, the ime-
petuosity of the waters uprooted and washed away the
antique relics.

The following extract from an interesting work® which
has just appeared, shows the spirit in which the Philolo-
gists interpret stories which come in their way -~

“ As the position of the Gautamas among the Sanan
schools 1s uncertain, it will, of course, be likewise -
advisable to make any attempt at conneeting them with
the listorical period of India.  The necessiry of caution
in this respeet is so obvious, that I shonld not point it
out, were it not that the Dharamashasti contalnus once
word, the occurrence of which s sometimes considered
to indieate the terminus aquo for the dates of Tudian

® Sacred bookn of the East, glited by Professor Max Miiller, Vol 1T,
Introduction page 1. V1.
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works. The word to which T refer is Yavana, Gautama
quotes IV, 21, an opinion of some, according to which
a Yacana is the oftspring of a Sudra male and a Kshat-
riva female, Now it is well known that this nawe s a
corraption of the Greek Jatiov, an fonian, and that in
India 1t was applied i ancient times, to the Greeks, and
especially to Buetvian and Tndo-Bactrinn Greeks who
ruled in the seeond  century, B.C., over & portion of Nor-
thern Indin,  As there is no historieal evidence to show
that the Indinns beeame acquainted with the Greeks be-
fore the invasion of  Alexander in the fourth century,
B.C., it has been hield that works containing the word
Yuvana cumot have  been composed before 300 B.C,
But irrespective of the consideration that the text of
owr Dharmashastra s not  trastworthy enongh to allow
its date to bu ascertained by a single word, the reason-
ing itselt on which the determinative power of the word
Yuvana s based is not beyond donbt, as it is applied to
a person who to judge from his name was not. o Greek in
the ancient inseription of Rudradaman at Gunagadh.™*
Note /'2/ the anthor.

“ The person alluded 1o is Asoka’s Lientenant, the Ya-
vanaree Tushaspa who appenrs to have been a Persian, for
the inseription see Ind. Ant. Vol 11, page 257."

The Aryans (Hindus) not ouly knew the word Yavima,
centuries before the invasion of - Alexauder the Great, but
also the very people, who were so named. The wond re-
peatedly oceurs in the great cepic Mohdbhdrat, Xe., as
will be seen trom the following extracts.

I may add here that the Pandavas were in Grecee where
are still retained  traces of their foot-prints. Pocoel’s
Iodice A Grecee and truth 0 Wythology,  Pages 130 to
160,

The Philologists may again startle us by saying some-
titme hereafter, that the Hindus were never acquainted
with the word * Arvyan,” until after they L easually
heard of the Greek  historian of that name, who wrote a
history of Tudia called  Zudica dregana, 2 work which s
still extant,

lxtraets,

“In the Adipirra of the Mahdbhdrat (verses GG30.)
Gaudharva at Arjuna’s yequest proceads to velate the
ancient story of Vasishtha (Vosishthane Alhyancon puri-
am ) and to deseribe the cnuse of enmity hetween that
Rushee and Vishvidmitea, [t happened that the latter
who was the son of Gadhi, Kiug of Kanyakuhja, (Ka-
nouj) and grandson of Kansika, when out hnnting, came
to the henmitage of Vashistha, where he was received
with all honour, entertained  together with his attendants
with delicious food and drink, and presented with pre-
cions jewels and dresses obtained by the sage from his
wonder-working cow, the tultiller of all desives. The en-
pidity of Vishvamiten is avouscd on sceing this Leantiful
animal (all of whose fine points are ennmerated in the
legend) and he offers Vashishtha a hundred million cows,
or his kingdom, in exchange for her, But Vashishtha's
reply is that lie is nnable to part with her even for aking-
dom,  Vishvamiten then tells him, that he will enforee
the law of the stronger, 6665, | am a Kshatriyn while
thou being a Bralimin, thy funetions are austere tervour
and sacred study,  How ean there be any vigour in Brah-
mins who are calin and selt-restrained ¢ Sinee thon dost
not give up to me, in exchange for a hundreed willions of
cows, that which I desive, T shall not abandon my own
class characteristic ; T will carey away the cow by foves,
Vashishtha contident, no doubt, of his own superior power,
tells him to do as he proposes without loss of time,  Vish-

amiten accordingly seizes the wonder-working cow 5 but
shie will not move fromn the hermitage, though beaten with
whip and stick, and pushed hither and thither,  Witness-
ing this, Vashishtha asks her, what he, a patient Brahmin
can do ¢ She demands of him why he overlooks the
violence she is subjected to. Vashishtha replies : Foree s
the strength of Kshatriyas, paticnee that of Brahmins, As

T Genagndb,
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patience possesses me, go it thou plensest (6676 Kshat-
triyancam balam teqo Brakmdndnm KNehamd balam | Ksha-
mdmam bhajate yazmat gamydatm yadi rochate). The cow
enquires if he means fo abandon her; as, unless he for-
sakes her, she can never be earried oft by force.  She is
assured by Vashishtha that he does not forsake her, and
that she should remain, if she conld. Hearing these words
of her master, the cow tosses her head aloft, assumes a
terrific aspect, (5680) her eves hecome red with rage, she
utters a deep bellowing sound, and puts to flight the en-
tire armny of Vishvamitra.  Being (again) beaten with a
whip and stick, and pushed hither and thither, she he-
comes more incensed, her eyes are red with anger, her
whole body kindled by ler indignation, glows like the
noon-ay sun, she discharges showers of firebrands from her
tail, ereates Pahlavas® from the same member Dravidas and
Sakas, Yavanas, Sabaras, Kanchis, Sarabhag, Paundras,
Kiratas, Sinhalas, Vasas and other tribes of armed warriors
from her sweat, urine, excrement, &c., who assail Vish-
vamitra’s army, and put. it toa complete rout.”

“Tt appears to be the opinion of Manu, the great
authority n all matters regarding the Hindu religion and
lll.fltltlltions in their full development, that there was no
original race of men exeept the four castes-—Brahming,
]}'sh:ltriyns, Vaishvas and Shudras—and that all other na-
tions were derived from these,  His own words ave these :
Bralmanah, Kshattriyo, Vaisyax trayo varnah dvijatogah !
chaturthah ckajatic ti Sudro nasti tu ponchamak 7 Three
enstes, the Brahman, the Kshatriya, and the Vaishya, are
twice born 3 the fourth, the Shudrn, is once born, nud there
is no itth.,”  On the last clause of this verse Kulluka
Bhatta amnotates  thus—Danchamal punar varno nasti
sankirna-jatinam tu asvatara vad mata-pitra-joti-vyal ivikio
Jaty-centarvat vod na varnatean | Ayam cha juty-anto-
ropadesale sastre samvy-ovaharvanavthal © There is no
fifth caste, for enste cannot be predieated of the mixed
tribes, from the fact that, like mules, they belong to nno-
ther species distinet. from that of either of their parents,
and this reference, which is made in the Sastins  to enstes
other than the four, is merely for the sake of convenience
and in conformity to common usage.”

“In verses 43 and H4 it is stated, Sanakaic tu krujo-
lopad Amak Kshattriya jatayah | Vivishalatrom  gotah
loke brahmanadar sanene che | Panndvakas chodra-
dravidal Kaembojah Yavanal Salak [ Paradak Palla-
vas Chinah Kiratah Davadal Khasal /7 The following
tribes of Kshatriyas have gradually sunk into the state of
Vrishalas (outeastes) from the extinction of sacred rites,
and fromn having no communication with Bralunins, viz,
Paundrakas, ()(Tr:ls, Dravidas. Kambojas, Yavanas, Sokas,
Paradasg, Pahlavas, Chinas, Kiratas, Darndas and Khasas,

“The same thing is atfirmed in the Mahabhdrat, Anu-
snsanaparvan verses 2103F, Sakak  Yievana- Kambojos
tas tak Kshattriya jalayah Vrishalatvam parigatah brak-
mananem adarsana [ Dravidus cha Kolindas cha Pu-
lindax chapy Usinarah | Kolisarpal  Mahishakas tas tah
Kshattriya-jatayah ityodi | These tribes of Kshatriyas,
viz,, Sakas, Yavanas, Kambojas, Dravidas, Kalindas, Pulin-
dag, Usinaras, Kolisarpas and Mahishaknas, have become
Vrisalas from secing no Brahmins. This is repeated in
verses 2158-9 where the following additional tribes are
named ¢ Mekalas Lidas, Konvasirns Suundikas, Darvvas,
Chauras, Savaras, Barbaras amd  Kiratas, and the cause of
degradation is, as in verse 2103, restricted to the absenee
of Brahmins.”

“The Yavanas are said in the Mahdbhdrita Adiparvan’

Section 835, veise 3533, to be descended from Turvasu, the
Vaibhojas from Drubyn and the Melechha tribes from
Anu (Yados tu Yudavah jutas Twreasor Yavannah Smoi-
tah | Druhyoh sutas tw Vaibhojah anos tu Melechha-jata-
yh) Is itmeant by this that the Yavanas are not to be
reckoned mnong the Meleehhnas 7 Their descent from
Turvasu is not, however, necessarily in conflict with the

* Pehlvi was the Conet langunge of Porsia, the nnme slevived from the
above sonree nud faet,
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assertion of the authorities above quoted that they are
degraded Kshattriyas.”

“ I shall not. attempt to determine who the Yavanas
and other tribes mentioned in the text were” Muir's
Sanskrit Texts, Vol. I, pages 390, 450 and 482,

Notwithstanding all the arguments and circumstantial
evidences adduced above, I would have submissively bow-
ed to the statements of the philologists, had it not been
for the kind warnings thrown in our way by the Turoso-
PHIST in its numbers for October and March Inst, pages 8
and 136 respectively ; the former not only challenges
Professor Max Miiller, but asks that distingmished scholar
to withdraw his statement that the Bible (the old Testa-
ment) may be older than the Vedas. Let us wait for the
vesult of this plearant controversy.

In conclugion, I must express a hope that the Theoso-
phists will not. misunderstand me and think that 1 am
hiassed in any way in raising (uestions and doubts. My
sole motive is to elicit truth and only the truth, which
lies buriod deop in tho debpie of time, like a brilliant gem
in a heap of rubbish,

[ NS,

RUSSTAN SUPERSTITIONS.

In the article entitled “ Warin Olympns,” (THEOSOPHIST
for November 1879) an allusion was made to a greatrow then
waging in Russia, between the defenders and  adversarvies
of the modern wmediumistic phenomenn, One of the most
rabid assailants of the spiritists has long- been M. Eugene
Mavkof. a well-known contemporary Russian critic.  No
one was ever more bitingly sareastic or combative against
what he called the “ modem superstition.” - The Russinn
press are now having a laugh at his expense. Inan incan-
tious moment, he suffered himself to be betrayed into an
admigsion of some wonderful  phenomena that had come
under his personal knowledge some years ago. Treating, in
the Golos, of the various superstitions of the Russian
peasantry, he says that to them the “ house-spook” (do-
moroi) or “house-keeper” (ho:yaene)—as this familiar
spirit is also called, “ has as perfect an  objective reality,
as the living persons about. him.  In ¢t the peasant puts
his trust, and takes it into cousideration in every domestic
Then comes this confession :(—“ I'well remem-
ber that in my early manhood there was a learned old man,
Stepan Andreyevich, celebrated far and wide in all our
neighbourhood, and even far beyond its boundaries. Before
the magical achievements and oceult powers of this son of
the village deacon, before his weird knowledge and pro-
phecies, onr people literally prostrated  themselves.  He
was not regarded as a practitioner of black art, but as a
benevolent magician ; e was simply credited with the
performance of the most astounding miracles. e woukl
gee and deseribe to others events transpiring many miles
oft ; he prophesied the day of his own death, and that of
varions well-known landowners in our neighbonrhood ; at
a single word from him, a whole pack of wild dogs, that
were tearing after a carringe, fell dead in their tracks ; at
Orel, he evoked, at her prayer, theshade of a widow's de-
ceased hushand, and discovered where he had hidden some
important famnily papers.  As forall manner of illuesses, it
wag as though he drove them away with a wave of his
hand. It was positively said that one lady had paid him
17,000 rubles for curing a case of lunacy ; and it was
alleged with like positiveness that he had been taken
more thau once to Moscow and other towns, to cure wealthy
invalids. Hysterical diseases yickled to asingle touch
or even glance of his.  Tn our own house, he relieved an
obsessed woman, by simply causing her to drink twelve
bottles of some infusion ot herbs. The obsessed creature
wonld feelbeforehand the approachof Stepan Andreyevicl;
she would be thrown into terrible convulsions and seream
loud enough to be heard in the village—‘ he comes, he
comesi,..”

As if the above were not  wonderful enongh, M. Markof
cites an instance which has quite recently come under his
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own observation, and in which he places a faith quite
refreshing to behold in so uncompromising an  opponent
of every thing smacking of = superstition.”  This is what
he tells us: * In my cattle-yard, there is a superb yonng

bull, purchased by me from a very wealthy breeder. This
bull had no progeny, strange to say, and I, belicving it to
be the keeper's fault, rutc(T him spundly for it.  The in-

telligent wowjik would only dofl his cap, and without re-
plying, shake his head with an air of total disagreement
with my opinion.

“ Eh { Master, master 7 hie onee exclaimed, with an ex-
pression of deep conviction, Did you not  purchase the
brute from « wealthy peasant ? How then can you ever
expect that he should breed 77

The fact is that a popular superstition in Russia assares
that no rich breeder trading in fine cattle will ever sell a
beast unless it has been wmade previously barren by the
magic means of the “ word” (a spell, or mentram). And M,
Markof, the great opponent of spiritualism evidently shares
in this superstition since he wlds the following profound
retlection.

“ There are sufliciently strong reasons to believe that
such exorcisms and spells ave not merely limited to a
* word’ but too evidently in many a case become *a deed.” ™

—_——— .
THE DECADENCE OF PROTESTANT
CHRISTIANITY.

Doubts have been expressed by Asiatic friends as to

the truth of our assertion that Protestantism was fast ap-
proaching the crisis of its fate.  Yet it needs only to visit
any Protestant country to satisty onesclf of this fact. We
find copied with approval into one of the most rabid
organs of the Roman Church—the Catholic Alirror—an
editorial article from the New York Times, a leading
American newspaper peenliarly devoted to the interests
of an orthodox Protestant public, containing the following
significant warning :
The Protestant clergy do not seem to be aware of the formidable
warfave which is now waging against revealed religion. The
defences which were effective against the noisy mitillery of Paine are
useless against the noiseless and ceaseless sapping and mining with
which Rationalisin attacks them. Orthodex Protestantism shuts
its eyes to the fact that science i literature are in the handsof ity
enemies It refuses to perceive that the ground on which it stands
is slipping from under its feet ; that Germony, which, at the eall of
Luther, accepted the infallible Book in place of the self-styled
infullible Church, hias now rejected the Book, and that the new
reformation, which reforms Christisnity out of existence, is spread-
ing all over the Protestaut worll.”

The result  will, according to the 7tmes, uccrue to
the protit of the Romish Church. [t foresees, in fact,
that the latter may become “ fir stronger than she has
been at any time since the Reformation.”  Certainly the
sudden outbreak of bigoted fervour over the pretended
“miractes” in France and, more recently, Irelund, and the
growing perversions of Anglican pricsts and luity show a de-
ciled driftin the direction indicated, Men in the imass do not
think but feel, are emotional vather than rational, aund go
by flocks and swarms to that veligion which most appeals
to the emotions and imagination and least to the reason.
That the whole area of Protestantdom is now ready to e
brace some new faith which secins more consoling than
Protestantism and more reasonable thian Romanisi, is so
palpable and undeniable that no well-informed, disinter-
ested observer will gainsay the statement,  This convic-
tion induced the tounders of our Suciety to organize tor the
(uest after primitive truth,  And it makes some of us
believe that the auspicious hour has come for the Bud-
dhists to begin preparving for a uew  propaganda of Bud-
dhism,

P

A NEAT PAMPULET CONTAINING TIIE BYHE-LAWS OF TIE
Lanka Theosophical Socicty, our Scientitic Brauch, at
Colobo, Ceylon, has been received,
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NOTES ON T'HE BEFEJ MANTRAS.
BY RAJA SYAMA SANKAR ROY BAIADOOR, C5.0,,
V'ice- President of the Theosophical Socicty.

Docs uny one of” your numerous readers know that the
Beej Mantias, (i.c., seeret names tor the gods of the Hin-
du Aryan pantheon,) have a very close relationship with
the appellations, the Mahomedans use for the Deity in
their prayer 7 What o remarkable coincidence ! Even
the Mahomedan term * Allah,” applied to the Supreme
Being, is taken i the same scnse by the Vedas of the
Aryans. [ would cite a sutra of the Atharva Veda,*
compiled iu the “ Sabda-Kalpa-Drama.” +
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Did not the greae prophet of Iskau, flonrvish long after
Atharva Yeda ¢ Atharva preceded even Zoroaster and
Sakya Singha Buddha ; and it is certainly beyond all
doubt, that the Vedas antedate Koran Sheriff.  Then it
would not be wrong to say, that the Mahomedans ave
not su foreign to us, as we and they nnagined.  They
seem to be an oftshot of ours, like the Zoroastrians and the
Buddhists.  Why then should they call us kaftirs or nou-
believers, and hate us ¢ The following itlustrations will,
I hope, repay perusal.

The Mahomedans say, * Karcemn ™ Allah (God  that
creates), spelled K—r—ce—m; and our word “ kreemn,”
a beej mantre is used to signify Adya Mahakali, (the eter-
nal Being personified as o female).  Adya means original,
st of ali. Again the word * Kaleem” used by them to
mean kind-hearted, and applied to the Supreme Being is
spelled K—l~~ce—m, Ours s Kleen,” the heeja, tor
Vasudev Krishma (Almighty personitied as o male). Their
word * Rahcem Allalk” which ncaus God, the reliever
from  distress, is spelled r—li—ce—m. Owrs s
* Rheem” beeja from Doorga (the Supreme Power personi-
ied as a female), meaning the power that removes all
griet. These words, | believe, are used in the daily prayers
by a large number of Hindus who follow  the featras and
the purcis, and are as well used uuiversally by all Ma-
lomedans alike, the ouly difference being  that the  for-
mer pray in Sanskrit and the latter in Arabie,  The let-
ters of the alphabet in the prineipal words used  iu the
prayers, (I mean those applied 1o God), are the siane with
u shght diffevence in their pronnueiation. T believe anan-
ber of things will still be found on o careful examination
of these matters.  Besides a few minor points, idolatry is
the ouly thing of hmportance, that is taken objection to,

* A learned Pandit to whom this juteresting cvsny was =ubuitted has vot
been able to ind this passage in the Atharva Veda.  Will our coutributor
kindly refer us to the book and ehapter fron which the guotation is made ?
There is undonbtodly ingenuity =hown, however, in tracing the resetiblance
between the passages in the Beej Mantras and the Arabic words in question,
The attempt will iuterost philologists. -- K.

+ Sabda-kalpa-druma, compiled by Lija Siv Radlkaoth Dev, ¢f Cale
cutta,
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Well, what is idolatry after all 7 Is it not merely a figure
of speech, a personification, intended only to help a ready
coneeption, and a vivid realization ot the thing to be medi-
tated upon 2 Al this alleged idolatry is nothing more
than a simple and a natural result of deep and profornd
sarnestness of the heart of o true lover of God, denomi-
nated a Yogi.  When the object is gained, this false idea
of personification is immediately vanquished and the veal
trath revealed, even as the flower, concealing by its petals
the germ of fruit within withers and falls oft, divectly the
real substance within is developed and grown even as
the dolls which an infant givl personifies, pets, wnd talks
to, but which are cast away as the sobered mind deals more
with realities,

Idolatry is mievely a folpand. or an imagination, Lot
me ask who was ever without it ; to put a name is no-
thing more or less than a balpend, so to say that God is
like tive, air, light, &e.isa bolpand. For istance, who
told ns that God's name s God 2 This is simply o kil-
peond i itsell. Then the difference s that the idolators
create iomoorte ov booth, ov w body-kalpand, and the so-
called non-dolators make a word or name kalpand, none
can do without it,  Clannot this little difference be tolera-
ted 7 Cannot the so-called idolators be freed from the
~unjust charge of blasphemy 72 Let o educated brethren
(our Malomedan brethren especially) think about it
and let them teach these broad and  eatholie principles to
their publiec preachiers, so that they may again preach
these tolerant doctrines to masses telling them that it is
sinful to hate cach other for distinetions without a differ-
ence. What wonder then, that within a short time the
universal brotherhood may be established i} Thus a highly
desirable object will be acquived. I beg to press this
point chiefly on the attention of onr Moslem brethren. [
believe the great Mognl Emperor, Akbar Shah, understood
this trath, and, therefore, vespeeted equally  the Moulvies
and the Pandits.

It is said of the sacred books, that the last book is that
revealed to Mahomed, the carliest. of them known to
Adam are now extinet,  That the Vedas were really the
carliest of the seriptures, is a fact. adinitted by the great-
est thinkers of the time.  Why should not, therefore, the
Vedas be regarded as those lost hooks of Adam ?

The great prophet of Islam condemmned  the people of
Hindustan for their idolatrons made of worship. It may
be, that we were partially to blanie, as we can coneeive
that in his time the Hindus were really in a degenerated
condition, cither with regard to theiv mode of worship, or
in the prineiples thereof, and  their true Yogis or leamed
men were ot accessible to that great prophet.  Sou his
conclusion was unconsciously based on a misconception.

The Hindus never really cane, nor should they have
ever come, under the term of idolators.  ‘They are awd
were always true believers in monotheism, but they wor-
shipped the Alnighty through a mode of kel pand which
s naerl idolatry, the rest of the men doing the snme
by some other maode of Lalpend which, though, was not
denominated idolatry,

Let the whole world join in one universal brotherhoomd,
aml in the same assemblage pray to the Lord according
to the prayers of the Mohimma shlokd :—
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“ O Lovd . Men reach thee through various straight and
cirenitous ways according  to their varying choices, Dt
still Thow art in all cases the only gonl of men. even as
the sea is the goal of rivers (coming through different
chanuels).”

.—_‘H__,W -

WIE HAVE RECEIVED FROM OUR BROTIH R, MR, PETER
Davidson of Scotland, o MSS. of  great interest which will
be published by us in three or four mouthly instalments.
It is an account by the lute Dr. Price, of Guildford, of his
suceessinl experiments on the artificial manufacture of the
purest quality of gold.

THEOSODPHIST,

[Sc]nl‘uln‘bcl‘, 1850,

ASTROLOGY.

One of the most devoted among our English Theoso-
phists and, at the sme time, one of the best of men and
of fricuds, writes that he is devoting great attention to
the study of Astrology. “T am trying,” he says. “ to
collect statistics in proof of Ptolemy's rules which shall be
absolutely incontrovertible. ... We are striving for no-
thing less than to show that a great deal of what is Doast-
ed as modern © progress’ is, in fact, retrogression.  When
the facts of Ocenlt Seience ave once fairly recognized. there
must be such a revolution in speculative and seientific
opinion as will have incalenlable consequences”  In ano-
ther letter he says i T wish you would get some Native
astrologer to give me a judgment on my horoseope. 1
would pay anything veasonable. 1 want to sce wherein
their judgment and methods differ, if at all, from ours in
the West. T wasborn in December 23, 1838, about 5 vy,
in 0°16 West Longitude from Greenwich (London) and
5117 North Latitwle ; 16° 38" of Cancer rising in the
latitude of birth.”

We ask as a personal favour that some one of our friends
in India or Ceylon who are competent astrologers would
cileulate this nativity, and send  the result to ns with o
menicrandum of his charges. if any. It is a great mis-
take to suppose that the educated men of Europe and
America take no interest in this ancient science of the
stars,  Ouly the other day we received a similar enquiry
from a German Baron, and the last American mail brought
a vequest for information from a person who las been
engaged n this study  for many years,  'We have some
learned Oriental astrologers in the number of our Fellows :
let such do their plain duty in the premises,

-
STONL THROWING I3) « SPIRITS”

In the July number we reprinted from the Daily .
Clronicle an account of recent stone-throwings at Plum-
stead, England, by some mysterious agency.  Among other
cases reported in the Buglish papers is one at Cookstown,
near Belfast, Ircland, vouched for by the Daily Telegr ph,
and the Belfost News Letter,  The missiles, in this in-
stance, fell under the very eyes of the police without
theiv obtaining the least clue.  The Spiritualist cites ano-
ther similar incident as having happened at Peckham in
broad daylight despite every precaution of the police to
cutrap any trickster,  The editor says that Mr. "Willim
Howitt once collected a whole bookful of instances. The
thing is well known in India, and that our friends in
Europe may have the data for making comparisons, we
will be glad if our readers will report to us cases that can
be authenticated by respectable witnesses,

ey ———

A BROTHER THEOSOVIIST SUCGUESTS ONIEE OF THE TER-
sest and most satisfying definitions of the word miracle that
we hiave seen. © Would it not he worth while” e asks “ to
explain that “miraculons” only means our ignoranee of
canses, and that in denying mirncles we only intend to
deny phenomena dncapable  of any vational caplanation
whaterer : not phenomena far transcending explanation ac-
cording to commonly known and admitted laws and agen-
cies of nature 27 For lack of wnderstanding the broad
distinction we draw between the hapossible and the Un-
familian in physics, we have often been bitterly criticized
by opponents. ‘These have even charged ns with inconsis-
teney in denying the possibility of miracles, while at the
sune time affirming the reality of oceult phenomena of an
identical character,  Our quarrel is with the assumplionr
that whatever phenomenon is strangeand unfaumiliar, must,
ipso facto be aseribed o supernatural agency, hence be
miraculous. The world s too old now to be driven or
ajoled into the belief that anything whatevercan happen or
ever did happen ontside natural law,
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THE NUMBER SEVEN AND OUR SOCIETY.

The thoughtful vender must have poudered well over the
mysterious import that the number Seren seems to lave
always had among the ancients, as succinetly cpitomized
inour June nlnnbu cas well ag the theory of cycles, dis-
cussed in the July issue, It was there stated that the
tiernan scientists are now giving attention to this mani-
festation of the munerical harmony and periodicity of the
vperations of Nature, A series of statistical obscrvations,
embracing some centuries of historical events, tend to
show that the ancients st have heen perfectly aware of
this law when constructing their systems of philosophy.
In fact, when statistical scicnee shall have been fully per-
fected, as it seems likely to be, there will be constantly
increasing proofs that the evolution of heroes, poets, mih-
t.u]) dm,n.uns, philosophers, theologians, great merchants,
and all other remarkable personages is as capable of ma-

thematical estimate upon the basis of the potentiality of
numbers, as the return of a comcet by the rules of astro-
nomical ealenlations.  The comparatively modern systein
of life insurance rests upon the caleulated expectancy of
life on the average at certain ages; and \\’llilc nothing is
s0 uncertain as the probable lumru ity of any single in-
dividual in a1 conmmunity, uothmg is more certain than
that the probable life-chance of any oue person in the mass
of population, can be known on the basis of the general
average of human life.  In fact, as M, de Cazencuve, in
the Journal du Muagnetisee, justly observes, the law of
numerical proportions is venfied in every department of
the physical seiences. We sec it in chemistry as the law
of definite pmpmtmns and multiple proportions : in pliysics,
as the law of optics, acoustics, clectricity, &c. ; in minera-
logy, in the wonderful phenomena of erystallization ; in
astronomy, in the celestial mechinics. Well  may the
writer above-quoted remark @ © Physieal and moml laws
have so infinitely numcerons points of contact that it we
have not as yet reached the point whicre we e demon-
steate their identity, it is noue the less cortain that there
exirts between them a very great analogy.”

We have attempted to show how, by 1 sort of colmon
instinet, a_peeuliar solemmity and mystical signiticance
lias been given the: Number Secen among all pmple, at
all times. . It now remaius for us to cite from the ex-

, pevicnee of the Theosophical Socicty some facts which
indicate how its power Las manifested itself” with s,
Coutinually our experiences have been associated with
Seven or some combination or multiple of it.  And it
must be rememberad that in not a single instance was
there any intention that the number should play o part in
onr affairs ; but, on the contrary, what happened was in
many cases exactly the reverse of what we desired, Tt was
only the other day that we began to take any note of the
striking chain of cirenmstances, and some have (mly been
recallid now ut the moment of writing.

The two chief founders of our Suuc:ty were the Presi-
dent, Colonel Oleott, and the Conductor of this Magazine,
When they made ench other’s aequaintance (in 1874) the
oftice number of the former was seven, the house number
of the latter zeventeen. The President’s Inaugural Addvess
befure the Society was delivered November 17, 1875
the Hewd-quarters wove established in the 478 street 3 (the

up-town streets in New York are all designated by num-

hers), and Colonel Oleott’sottice wasremaoved to 71 Browdway.,

On the 17th December 1879, our delegates to India sailed

for London 1 the voyage, owing to storms sl tous, lasted
seventeen days 5 on the 170 January, 1880, we lett Lon-
don for Liverpool to take the steamer for Bombay, got on
board the next day, but lay all night in the Mersey, and
onthe 1Mh—the seventeenth day from our landing in

England, we got to sea. On March 2—seventeen duys

after reaching Bombay—we removed to the bungalows

where we have cver sinee been living,  On the 23wd
March, thivty-five (7 x 5) duys after landing, 1,)0]011cl

Oleott delivered his first public oration ou Tlneosuphy
Framji Cowayji Institute, Bombay, July 7, the mat
Prospectus  announcing the intended foundation of the

THI«?USOPHIST.‘
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THEOSOPHIST was written ; on the 27tk bepumbu the
first * form” was made up at - the printing-oftice, and on
October /—our 227/ in India—the magazine upp«.arcd.

But we auticipate events. In the beginning of April,
last year, Colonel Oleott and the Conductor of this Magu-
zine went to the Ne-W., Provinces to meet Swami Dayi-
nand, and were absent from the Head-quarters thirty-seven
days, and visited secen different citics during the trip, In
December of that yewr we again went northward, and on
the 278t (7 x 3) of that month, i special meeting of the
Sucicty of Benares Paudits was held to greet Colonel
Oleott and eleet him an Honorary Member in token of
the friendliness of the orthodox Hindu pandits for our
Sucicty—an most important event.

Coming down to the Ceylon trip, we find on consulting
the diary that our party sailed from Bombay May 7,
the steamer starting her engines at 77 Ay We reached
Point de Galle on the 17¢h. At the finst meeting in Cey-
lon of candidates for initiation, a group of seven persons
presented themselves, At Punadure seven were also 1ui-
tinted first, the evening proving so boisterous and storiny
that the rest could not leave their houses, At Colombo
Jourteen (7 x 2) were initiated the first night, while at
the preliminary meeting to organize the local branch tem-
porarily, there  were t\\'(nty-.u ven, At Kandy scventien
comprised the tirst body of candidates.  Returning to
Colombo we organized the * Lanka Theosophical Socicty,”
a screntific hranch, on the 17th of the nonth, and on the
evening when the Panadure branch was formed, thivty:five
nanes (/ X 3) were registered us fellows,  Secen priests
were initiated Lere ‘lnnnu this sccond visit, and at ];cntnl 0
whaere we twvied to organize o branch, there were again
seren priests admitted, Thirty-five (7 x 3#) members
orgauized the Matara branch : and here again the priests
taken tuto fellowship munbered secen,  So, too, at Galle

twenty-secen persons were present on the night of the

organization—the rest being nnavoidably absent 5 and at
Welitara the nmmber was ticenty-one, ov three tiines seeen,
Upon counting up the entive number of lay Buddhists in-
chuded inour seren Cevlon branclies that arve devoted to the
Interests of that taith, we find owr mystical number
oceupying the place of units, and what adds to the sin-
gularity of the fact is that the same is the case with the
sum-total of priests who joined our Parent Socicty.

Onr septenary futality  followed us all throughout the
retuen voyage to Bombay,  Of the Delesation two e
buers having urgent ])II\IIIL‘\\, took an e ulu-l steamer from
Colombo, tlnm mluun;_; our number to Two more
fully intended to come home from Galle by the vessel of
the 7t/ July, bhut as it turned ont, she did not touch there
and so, perfores, onr band ot seren cime together on the
12th—the fifty-seventh day after onr Lding, The sea
voyage from Ceylon to Botbay may be said to begin upon
leaving Colownbo, sinee the run tromUGalle to that port is in
Ceylonesewaters. From fricnds-~fivelaymenand two priesty
—agiin secen—who cume aboard at Colombe to bid us
tarewell, we learned that the July THEosornsT had reach-
ed there, ind being natweally anxions to see a copy, wr-
gently requested that one should e sent us to look ad, it
possible, before 5 o’clock pooa, the hiour at which it was
thought we would leave porte This was pronised us, and
after our friends left, we watehed every  eradt that cune
from shore.  Five o'clock catne, then six and halt-past six,
Lut no messenger or magazine for us. At last, precisely, at
seven, one little canoe was seen tossing in the huavy sea
that was llllllllll", she ipproac Ilul Wits .tlull"sldu 5 o her
bows, painted on o white ground was the Nunber Se ven,
a wan climbed over the \Inps vadl and in his haond was
the paper we were waiting fori When the anchor was
np and the pilot’s hell rang for stareting the  engines,
two of our pauty ran to look at the ship’s clock @ it stoud
it secen minutes past 7PN, L L,

At Tutticortn, Mr. Padshal, one of owr purty, went ashore
as hig desive was to return by radl to Bombay, soas tosce
Southern Iudia: thelittle boat in which hewent ashore we no-
ticed, nfter she hadgot clear fromthecrowd of eraft alongside,
bore the nuuber Imt) seven,  Going down the coast on vur

~Seeen

Neven,
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outward voyage, our steamer tonched ab fourteen (7 % 2)
ports coming home our vessel, owing to the monsoon
weather and the heavy st along the Malabar Coast,
visited only seeen. And, finally, as though to show us that
our septenate destiny was not to he evaded, it was at exactly
seven o'clock—as the log of the 8.8 Chande shows—-
when we sighted  the pilot oft Bombay harbour, at 727
the hell vang to slow down the engines, at 7247 the pilot
stepped on the “bridge” and took conunand of the ship,
and at 937 aur anchor was dvopped oft the Apollo Bunder,
and our voyage was  thus ended ou the 24th of July, the
seventy-werenth day after the one on which we had sailed
for Ceylon.  "Ro ascrilie to mere  eoineidence  this strange,
if not altogether unprecedented, coneatenation of events
in which the Numiber Seven was, as the astrologers might.
all it “ in the aseendant,” would he an absurdity,  The
maost superficial examination of the doctrine  of chaner
will saftice to show that.  And, if, indeed, wewust admit
that, sone mysterious low of wnerieal potentinlities s
asserting itselt in shaping the fortunes of the Theoso-
phical Society, whither shall we turne for anexplanation
but to those ancient Asiatic philosophies which were built,
upon the bed-rock of Oceult Seienee ¢

————
A TREATISE ON THE YOGA PHILOSOPH Y.
HY N, C, PAUL, G.BM.C., SUB-ASSISTANT SURGEON.

When in America and EBuvope, we afhivmied wpoun the

authority of the testimony of eye-witnesses  the quasia®

miraculous physical endurinee ol cevtain ascetics in India,
our statements were invaviably received by the gener)
public with incredulity 5 and somctimes by physicians, and
men of seienee with contemptuous sneers. Some of tlee
wost humouristic articles, ever printed in the New York
newspapers, were written ab our expense upon this text,
When we mentioned  that we hinl personally known net,
only professionnl gukive and saanyasis, but private Jains
who wnder the iuspirtion of fanaticism would abstain from
breathing for over twenty-two minutes, til they brought on
adead tranee, while others would fast for over forty days
s yel survive, our evidenee was regarded as little better
than that of 2 hopeless hunatie,  Naturally, therefore, such
anexperience made ns very gnarded, and at last we cane to
speak with great dittidence upon the suhject at all, exeept
with good and trsted friends, Knowing what gigantic
strides biological science was making, we thought it could
pot. he long belore some scientitie experiment would turn
up, which would prove the possibility of such phenoinena
andd wrest from seeptical science the confession of ity pre-
vious Jgnorance, It now seems that we were not to be
disappointed,

A Reuter’s telegrmm from New Youk, dated August 7,
apprised the world of the following stupendoms event —-

“ Dr, Tanner, who anuouneed hig disheliel regarding  medieal
theories about starvation, declaring he conhll Jive fur torty days
withont food, and who began here his sclf-imptmcd task on the
2uth June, completed it to-day, but iz cmaciated and exhaustid.”

At once the idea ocemrrerd to ns that the time had at
last, arvived to make the world acquaimted  with cortain
fucts which. before Dr. Tanner’s comrageous experiment,
would have heen most asswredly elassed by the ignovant
as hetions along  with other facts thal have heretofore
appeared in owr journal, but, although supported by trnst-
worthy evidence, been ranked by the sceptics as incredible,
These facts are discussed ina simall panmphlet, published
at. Bemwwres thirty yemwrs ago by an Anglo-Indian doctor,
which, on acenunt of its subject heing so distasteful to the
incredulons, failed to attract the attention of inen of science
ab that time, [t is through the obliging kindness of the
venerable Pandit Lokshwmi Naniin Vyidsa, of Allahabad,
that we are enabled to reproduce for the nstruction and
gratification of our readers, from the copy in his posses-
sion, this, Dr. Paul’s, excellent monograph on the Yoga
Philosophy, Though written so long ugo, and, of course
containing none of the more recent speculutions of scieuce,

THE THEOSOPHIST,

Journal have not been fraitless in experience,
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vet this work has a distinet. value ns an honest attempt to
explain rom the standing-point of a medical man, the
reason tor this, that, or the other of the Yogi's stages of
discipline ; which, as we have shown, have been repudiat-
cd as “ scientifically” impossible,  But. as wue cannot say
that in every ease the author has succeeded in making
himself or his facts clearly understond, we venture to ae-
company the text with commentaries,  And this with the
double ohject in view of silencing at onee the malicious
accusation that our Society is no better than a school of
“magic.” the word being used to signify vidiculous super-
stition and belief in supernaturalism and of preventing our
readers from receiving wrong impressions in general,

We e glad 1o say that the eighteen months passed by
us in this country, and the twelve-month existence of our
For during
this period. we have Tenrned at least one most important
feature pertaining to the actual state of Hindie society.
We find that, fhe fatter comprises two distinet pure-
ties, one, that of the free-thinkers, «oll denying, sceptical,
and wholly materialistic, whether of the Bradlangh party,
or the “ madern schoal of thonght ;" the other, orthudox,
bigoted, full of the unrcasoning superstitions of the  Brah-
minical schools, and believing i anything if it only tallies
with one or the other of the Purenass,  Both the nee plus
wltra of exaggeration and, as the saying goes, * cach more
Catholic than the Pope,” whether the latter is represent-
ed by Bradlangh or the Claste Almighty, the most inflexible
of gods, The few honourable exceptions go Lut enforcing
the gencral vule, .

The Theosophical Society—whatever any inimical paper
may say—knew why it was wanted in Tudin, and came just
in time to place itself between the above-niwmed parties,
Our journal, its ovgan, has from the beginning puisned the
distinct policy of lending a friendly car to both these parties,
and bidding its time to have its full say. By doing so it has
puzzled many, given offence to a fow—throngh no malice
or fault of ours, though—Dbut afforded instruetion, we
hope, to such as bave had the wit to understand its
policy.  Aud now that the eml of the year is reached we
mean to conmuence our intended sevies of explanations
by veprinting Dr, Panl’s treatise, from month to month,
with & commentary upon the text as before stated, At
the same time the eriticisms of all persons learned in the
Yoga upon either Dr. Paul’s views or our own are invited,
—Ed. Thevs.

Comment,—Thix "Prentise mainly relates "to the practices of
the Hatha not the Ruja, YVogn,—though the nuthor has devoted
to ench n distinet chupter. We will notice the great difference
between the two later on.—Fd. Theos.

Aurtnor's PRerace,

The present Treatise coutains the theory and practice
of the Yogu, one of the six systerus of doctrine held by the
Hindus, '

The Yoga treats of various processes, by which the
Hindu Eestatici acquire the power of ubst:-lining from
cating and breathing for a Jong time, and of becoming in-
sensible to all external impressions, i
_ The Hindu mysties (yogis) who practise youn, retire
into subterranean retreats (guphi), they abstain from com-
mon salt, and arve extremely fond of milk, on whieh they
chiefly live: they are nocturnal in their habits, keeping
retired in the day; they are slow in their motions, mul
torpid in their manners;they eat and walk during the
night. They prctise two  postures, termed l’n(hngsuna,
and Siddhdsana, with a view to respive with the least Pos-
sible frequency.  They also dread the rapid chi nges and
inclemencies of the weather,

When the yogfs are able to practise the above quiescent
postures for the period of two hours, they eommence to
practise Prindydma, a stage of self-trnce which is charne-
terised by protuse perspiration, tremblings of the system,
and a sense of lightness of the animal weonomy. ~ The
next practise Pratyahdia, a stage of self-trunce in wlnicg
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they have the functions of the senses suspended. They
then practise Dhrana, a stage of self-trance in which sen-
sibility and voluntary motion are suspended, and the body
is capable of retuining any given posture, the mind being
said to be quicscent in this stage of self-trance,

The Yogfs, after attaining the stage of Dhirana (cata-
leptie condition), aspire to what is termed Dhyina, a stage
of self-trance in which they pretend to be surrounded by
flashes of cternal light or clectricity, termed  Ananta-jyotf,
(from two Sanskrit words signifying endless or :\ll-})erv:'ul-
ing light), which they say is the universal soul. The
Yogis in o state of Dhydna are said to be clairvoyant. The
Dhyina of the Yogfs is the Turyf avasthd of the Vedan-
tists—the cestacy of the Physicians, the self-contempla-
tion of the Cerman mesmerisers, nnd the clairvoyance of
the French philosophers.

Samadhi is the last stage of self-trance.  In this state
the yogis, like the bat, the hedgehog, the marmot, the
hamster, and the dorinouse, acquire the power of support-

“ing the abstraction of atmospheric air, and the privation

of food and drink,  Of samddhi or human hybernation
there have been three cases within the last twenty-five
years, The first case ocenrred in Calentta, the second in
Jesselmere and  the third in the Punjab. | was an eye-
witness of the first case.

Of samddhbi there are two varieties, termed  Samprajua
and Asamprajna. Colonel Townsend, who could stop the
motion of his heart and arteries at l»]casuru, and conld die
or ‘expire when he pleased, and again revive, was a case of
Sumprajua samiadhn,

The Jessclnere, the Punjubi, and the Culentta yogis,
who assumed " a death-like condition by swallowing the
tungue, and who conld not revive of themselves at pleasure,
were cases of Asamprajna samiadhi, as they were all resus-
citated by others who drew the buried  tongne ont of the
fauces and restored it to its nornal place,

On account of the real obscurity of the nature of the
Yogu philosophy, and of my utter ignorance of the Sans-
krit language, in which all the standard works ou Indian
mysticism are written, I must crave some indulgence if |
have failed to do full justice to the subject of self-trance us
practised by the cold-blooded and hybernating philogo-
phers of the Fast,

A TREATISE ON THE YOGA PHILOSOUPHY,

Beronrk cntering on the consideration of the olements
of human hybernation or Yoga, it may not be altogether
uninteresting to yive a tull account of the nature of the
expire] air, which the Sanskrit anthorities term Prina.

The expirved air contains more caloric and more watery

-apour, is move elastic, and is of less specific gravity than
the inspired air.  The average temperature of the expired
alris 99 5 I

The average quantity of watery vapour expired in 24
liours by an adult, in temperate climates, is 7,810,222
grains,  The bulk of carbonic ackd in the 100 parts of the
expired aiv, varies, according to different anthorities, as
shown by the table following:—

Authorities. dveraye percentage of car-
bonie acid by volume.
Prout....cccocvivinnninnnen, 3 44,
Coathupe,...oooviiiiiin, 4 02,
Thompson, «.ooovcinan ooy + 16.
Vierordt,...... coviveren oo 4 334,
Brunner and Valentine, 4. 380.

The quantity of carbonie acid evolved during the day
is greater thun what is excreted during the vight.

For every 12 volumes of carbonic acid cvolved during
the day, 10 are exhaled during the night.  The quantity
of carbonic acid evolved in rospiration is considerably in-
ereased after a full meal. Hence, moderation in diet, term-
ed Mitdhiry, is recommended to persons who practise the
suspension of the breath, Sequin found that when he was
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in u state of yvepose, and  fusting, he vitiated (ml)f 1,210
cubic inches of oxygen, while, during digestion, this bulk
was increased to between 1,800 and 1,900 cubic inches.

With o view to expire less carbonie acid, many fnlfirs
fust during the day and take one moderate meal dwring
the night. These are called Naktabhojf.

Exercise increases the amount of earbonic acid in the
expired air in a given time, Aware of this faet, the ancient
Hiudu philosophers prescribed slow mnovements to such as
wanted to exhale less earbonie acid.

Yogts are recommuended to move slowly in order to ren-
dor their respiration less frequent,

TEMVRRATURE,

Human beings deteriorate o greater quantity of airin a
coll than in & warm edium; that is to say, they exhale
maore carbonie -acid in a cold atmosphere than in a lot,
one.  Henee the Yogifs are recommended to dwell, like
the burrowing animals, in snbterrancan retreats which are
remarkable for possessing @ uniform temperature,  The
nearer the temperature of the external airis to the animal
heat, the less is the quantity of carbonie acid in the ex-
pired air,  Henee the appetite for food at the equator is
less keen than in the polar regions.  The appetite for food
is in proportion to the guantity ot earbonie acid exhaled
during a given time,  In o confined atmosphere less ear-
bonic acid is evolved than in the free ventilated ain
Henee a Yogi  delivhts to live in o guphdt (subterranean
cell) having asmall door which is blocked up with clay by
his nssistant,

LOUD SPEAKING,

The amount of earbonic acid exhaled e a given tine is
greater In lond speaking tha i astate of silenee, Henee
a Yogl is vecommennded to practise Manvaveata,—tncitur-
nity, or the vow of silence,

MENTAL LABOUR,

Mental labour diminishes the quantity of carbonie acid
in the expired air. Henee the Yogis are recommended to
avoild physieal exertions, and to engage in meditation.

MENTAL ABSTRACTION,

When the mind is abstracted fromr its functions the
amount of carbonic acid is lessened.  Henee the Yogfs are
reconmmended to fix their sight on the tip of the nose or
upon the space between the eye-brows. These peculiar
turns of the axes of vision suspend the vespiratory move-
ments and generally produce hypnotisin, This process is
termed Tritaka in Sanskrit,

REST.

The quantity of carbonic acid exhaled ina given time
is less In a state of rest than in one of exercise.  Henee
the Yogis are recommended to sit in the two tranquil and
guieseent postures termed the Siddhisana and Kamaldsana
of which a civcumstantial account will be given while treat-
g of human hybernation.

I'he longer the state of rest i3 continued the less is the
quantity of carbonic acid evolved frons the gradual deerease
of the number of respirations.  This is better illustrated
by the following prragraph quoted from o standard  work
on Natural History,

“ Ina specimen of Bomnbus terrestris, which remained
at rest for ubout half un hour, the respirations had be-
come deep and laboured, and were continued regularly at
about fifty-eight por minute. At the expiration of one
hundred and forty minutes, during whieh time the insect
renmained i astate ol repose, the respivatois were only
forty-six per minute. At the expivation of a handred and
cighty minutes the vespirations were no longer pereep-

tible,”
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As the respirations are fewer in a given time, in persons
of sedentary habits, the desive for food is proportionally
less keen,  Owing to this cireminstance, individuals lead-
ing a sedentary life ave subject to an infinite variety of
diseases, A studious man digests badly beeause he ex-
hales a very small quautity of earbonic acid, owing to the
diminished number of rnsi)irat.imns dependent onintense
mental applieation and on a state of repose,

Milk diet is well suited to sedentary habits, and gene-
ally supersedes the employment. of prrgatives, cmeties
and cordials, which are in such general vogue in the treat-
ment of diseases avising from sedentary habits,

INFLUENCE OF DRYNESS AND MOISTURE ON ‘PHID EXPIRED
Al

Human beings exhale more carbonie acid in a vy ai-

mosphere than in 2 moist one.

INFLUFNCE oF HBICHT ol* PLACES,

The exhalation of earbonic acid is wreater at the level
of the sea than on mountaine,

INFLUENCE OF RADIATION AND VAPORIZATION ON THE

EXPIRED AIR,

On being exposed to the open air in a earriage or on
the deck of a ship, human beings exhale more carbonie
acid than usual, from the more active radiation and eva-
povation from the animal economy.

INFLUENCE OF CONDUCTORS AND NON-CONDUCTORS OX

TIE EXPIRED Al

Wlhen we are surrounded by non-conductors, we exhale
less earbonie acid, if the atmosphere be cold, than when
surrounded by cowductors.  Henee  dealers in metallic
utensils eonsume more food Jduring the winter. A true
Yogi is divected not to taneh metals of any deseription,
Tt may be observed that hybernating animals are covered
with non-conductors during their long hyhernal  sleep.
Hence the more warmly we are clad, the less is the quan-
tity of carbouic acid ¢volved, and the less, consequently, is
the demand for tood,

INFLUENCE OF THE DRINKING! OF COLD WATER ON THF,
EXPIRED ALR,

Those who are acenstomed to drink large quantities of
cold water, exhale more carbonic acid than those whae
drink a small quantity of the Tignid, A Yogi is recom-
mended to take n small quantity of water to quench his
thirst, 1 have known a native to abstain altogether from
wator, and to maintain sound health at the snne time,

INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS ON TIIF EXPIRED Al

The use of nleoholie liguor causes a considerable dimi-
nution in the mmount of carbonic acid given out.  The
Aghorag, a seet of Hindu fakfrs, consume a large quantity
of aleoholie liquor in the eonrse of the 24 hours,

Comment.—'T'he Aghorag, or Aghora Pantha cnn hardly be
fairly compared with or even be said to follow uny Toga sys.
tem at all, not. even the Iatha Yoga., ‘They are notorious for
their filthy habits : eat cartion of various Kinds, and, in days
ol old, were even accused of devonring human flesh ! ‘I'hese
persons eevtainly made spivituoug liquors their habitunl drink,
and unliko real Yogis, extorted alms and nsed their sysicm as
a mere pretext for making money. Reduced to a few miser-
able and disgusting wretches, they were fivally suppressed, and
have now dissppeaved.—Fd, 1'%,

INFLUENCE OoF WEIGHT oN THE EXPIRED AIR.

Persons who are heavy exhale more carbinie acid than
those who are comparatively light.  Hence the Yogis ex-
tenuate their systems, restrain their passions, and subdue
their vicious nndures, by a pasinionious use of food, Absii-
nenece favours  longevity, by diminishing the wasgte of,
matter,  With frugal fare, St. Anthony lived 105 years ;

[September, 1880.

James the Hermit, 1045 Arseniug, tutor of the Emperor
Arcadius, 120: Simon the Stylite, 112 and Romauld,
120, ‘'These persons took but very little fomd.  Cussian
assures us that the common rate, for 24 hours, was 12
ounees of hread and a sufticiency of pure water,

On analysis, 12 ounees of bread will be found to con-
sist: of—

Water, — 2304 (irains,
( ':'ll'bl)ll, — I.'):H-, N (lﬂ.
Oxygen, — 1524 do,
Hydrogen, — 205, 2 do,
Nitrogen, - 72 Jdo,
Salts, —_— 120 do.

From the above analysis of the food of the fore-men-
tioned long-lived individuals, it appears that they con-
sumed o Dittle more than 1500 grains of carhon in 24
hours, and that they respired less than six times pev
minute, as shown by the table following . —
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<) a e~ S 3 sd c:.-a o3l
- *5"' Qe -~ - - .
D . 2= . - @y = o 3 - =R
=z 5SS g e g = = =- 23
RS 2 e'a == =S-= = .= E“Z’E‘
z o .27 S = T.E= s . T2
A = o T e =z g =250
.8 2.2 5 ‘5 o ‘5.2 A =
= = B ' 3.2 =S V.=
6. o 50, 183, 10~ 431 1- 738 1943, 67.
12, 1 10, 366, 5 L 006, 1- 250, | 2708 18,
42, e 3. 732, | 24, 156, 1008, | 4501- 12
48, 2 0, 1464, ’ 42 406, o 884, TO11 s,
06. 2 T, 2028, l 79 056, 0 823, | 14772 22

Abstinenee  diminishes the number of respirations; it
diwinishes the waste of body ; it promotes longevity,

According to the Hindu Rishis, whatever prolongs the
interval  (Kumbhaka) promotes longevity, The “term
Kumbhaka means the intevval between an inspiration
(phraka) and an expiration (vechaka) The terms Plirnka,
Kumbhaka, and Rechaka are frequently met with in al-
most all the snered writings of the Hindus, The ohjeet of
the piunka, (the inspired air) is ealled Apdna, and that of
the rechaka (the expired air) is called Prana. The cessa-
tion of an expiration constitutes death, and the retention
of the snmwe, Tife,  The suppression of expiration cousti-
tutes Préndyima, a practice by which the Hindu pretends
to acquire ashtasiddhi (eight consnmmations), and to over
come death, Tt ix the daily practice of the Brahman
mendiennts who aspive to human hybernation or Yoga,

Comment,—Humau hyhernation belongs to the Yoga system
and may be termed one of its many resalts, but it cannot be
enlled © Yogn,"—FEd. h.

"The stoppage of the respiratory movements (Prinfyi-
ma), or rather the prolongation of the interval (Kumbha-
ka) has a remarkable effect upon the quantity of carbonic
acid in the expired air,  Vierordt has made four series of
experiments, in order to ascertain the extent of this in-
fluence upon the quantity of earbonie acid evolved from
the lings,  In the first series, hie shut his mouth, and held
his nose from 20 to G0 seconds, the longest period he
could continue the experiment, and then made the deep-
est possible inspiration.  In the sceond series, he made
the decpest inspiration possible, and  then suspended the
respiratory  movements for a longer or shorter time, at
the termination of which he made the decpest expiration,
This experiment he was able to prolong te 70, 90, and
cven 100 seconds, ' '

In the third series, he wmade an ordinary inspiration
hefore suspending the vespirntory movements, and after
this suspension had continued for difterent, periods up to
30 seconeds, he made an ordinary  expivation,  The fourth
series of experiments which he performed was to ascer-
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tain the period of time, after the stoppage of the respir-
tory movements, whcn the pereentage of carbonic acid
becomes uniform in the different parts of the lungs and
wr sand this, he found, took place after 40 seconds.

He has arvanged the results of the first. three series of
experiments, in several tables, exhibiting the difference
betweon the percentage and absolute quantity of earbonic
neid gas in the expived air, at different periods atter the
suspension of the respirntory movements, wder the cir-
cumstances mentioned, and - when  the respiratory move-
ments procecd in the normal manner,  In the first series
of experiments, the percentage of carbonie acid in the ex-
pired air, after the respiratory movements had  been sus-
pended 20 seconds, was higher by 1° 73 than when these
movements were normal.  But the ubsolute quantity of
carbonic acid evolved from the lungs had diminished hy
2 G42 cubic inches, and at the end of 33 seconds its per-
centage had increased 2. 325 but its absolute quantity had
diminished to the extent of 12- 382 cubic inches per minute,
When the vespirations are 3 in mumber per minute, the
pereentage of carbonie acid may be reckoned 5, 83, and
the absolute quantity of the gasin the expived air, 533443
cubic inches in a minute,

When there is but oae respiration per minute, the per-
centage of carbonic acid in the expived air may he reckon-
ed at 6° 42, and the absolute (uantity of earbonic acid,
1- 9581 cubic inches per minute.

In the second series of experiments, where the deepest
possible inspiration preceded, and the deepest possible ox-
piration followed the suspension of the respiratory move-
ments, the above quantity of carbonic acild evolved  from
the lungs for the first 15 seeonds, was somewhat more than
what there would have been, had thesc movements pre-
ceded,  But after this it began to diminish ; and when the
respiratory movements had been suspended for 95 seeonls,
it was diminished to the extent of 14 078 cubie incles.

At the end of 100 seconds the perceniage of the carbo-
nic acid  was 3* 08 above the normal quantity in ordinary
respiration,  In the third series of experiments, the earbo-
nie acid in the expired air at the end of 30 scconds, was
L. 535 per cent above the normal quantity.  When the
respirations were 2 in number per mute, the pereentage
of carbonie acid in the expived air was 5 63,

The normal number of respirations per minute is 12
the average bulk of each expiration is 30° 5 English cubie
inches ; and the normal percentage of carbonic acid is 41,
by volume,

From the above experiments it is evident that the ab-
solute: quantity of carbonic aeid evolved from the lungs in
a given time, is less in retarded than in normal expira-
tion, and that the percentage of earbonic acid is greater in
retarded than in normal expiration, '

The exhalation of earbonie acid from the lungs is mate-
vially diminished by the inasudible and frequent repetition
of certain words, such as O, Ban, &e. & The inandible
pronunciation of Om, the sacred triliteral monosyllable,
diminishes the absolute quantity of carbonie acid in the
expired airof a given time.  This constitutes the Japa of
Pranava (or Om).  Next to abstinence, Japa ranks in hin-
portance. A Dandf who rvepeats Om twelve thousand
times every day, in an inaudible voice, generally lives
upon a small quantity of food,

Comment—"Thus we findin thistirst portion of thie Treatise a full
vindieation of the habits of the Ilindu nscetics—nny those cven
of the Christinn saints of cvery perviod, from the tirst century
down to our own days, as we will prove.  Aud henee the luugh
of the ignorunt, the seeptic und the materialist at what seems
to them the most absurd of practices is  turned against the
jokers. For we now seo, that it an asectic prefers a subter-
ranean cuve to the open fresh nir ; tukes (upparently) the vow of
silence and meditation ; refuses to touch money or anything
/melullic ; and, Instly, passes his days in what appears  the most
ludierour occupntion of all, that of concentrating his wholo
thoughts on the tip of his nose, he does this neither for the
gnke of playing an ainiless comedy nor yet out of mere un-
reasoned superstition but as o physical discipline bused ou
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strictly scientilic principles.  Most of the thousmnds of fukirs,
gos=eins, buyraguis and others of the mendicant order who
throng the villages and religious fuirs of Imlin.m our present
age, may be and undonbtedly are worthless and idle vagabonds,
mwodern clowns imitating the grent students of the philosopliic
ages of the past.  And, there is but little doul_»t that, though
they ape the postures and scrviloly copy the traditional eustoms
of their nobler brethren, they understand no move why they do it
than the sceptic who laughs at them.  But if we look cloger at
the origin of their sehool nud study Patanjali’s Yoga 1idye—
we will be betier able to understand and hence appreciate, their
seemingly vidiculous practices. It the ancicuts were not ns
well versed in the detnils of physiolagy as ave our physicinng of
the Carpenterinn modern school,—u question still sub judice—
they way perhaps be proved on the other and to have fithomed
this sclence in nnother direction by other methods far
deeper than the former 5 in short to have made themselves
better aequainted with its ocenlt and exceptionnl laws than we
are. That the nncients of all countries were intimately ne-
quainted with what is termed iu our days “ hypuotism™” or scll-
mesmerization, the productiou, in a word, of voluntury tranee—
emmot be denied. One of many proofs is found in the
faet that the sume mcthod described here is known ns a
teadition and  practized by the Christinn monks at Mount
Athos even to this very day. These, to induce  divine visions ”
coneentrate their thoughts and fix theiv cyes ou the navel for
hours together. A number of Russian travellers testify to such
an occupation in the Greek eonvents, and writers of other
nationulities who have visited this cclebited  hevmitage, will
bear out our assertion..,...

Having made clear this first point and vindieated the  ITindn
Yogis in the nnme and upou the authorivy of modern seience, wo
will now leave the further conzideration on the =ubject to our
next number.—Fd, Th.

{ v be continued.)

HOW THEY FAST LN INDIA.

BY A MARATHI MEDICAL MAN,

T'he Shravuks, a seet of the Jains of India, are in the
habit ot fasting annually during the holy week ot Pachosan,
The tast of the week s observed by different. porsons in
severnl different ways, according to the power one may
possuss of enduring it. - The less pious live on one meal o
day for the weck,  Others fast wnd cat alternately,  The
more pious abstain from food for one, three, Hve, or cight
days suceessively, A very fow, nider a religions vow mads
betore a priest, give out as their determination to carry on
the fast. tor thirty days, provided the state of  their health
should permit the starvation without material injury to
lifte.  They proceed by instalinents, so as tu terminate tho
fast at regulated periods of five, eight, ten, fifteen, or twenty
days according to civenmstances,  Those who determine on
aomonth commenec the fast on sueh adate that the thivty-
first day may tdl on the 5th of Bhadvapada, o day  saered
to the Rishis or ancient sages of India. On this day the
tast. is broken and gruel of boiled Moong (Phascobus
Mungo) ix chosen for the break-fast.  This is followed hy
asoft pudding of wheaten four, and a small quantity of
boiled rice, until the usual diei is reswmned in the conese
of fifteen or twenty days,

During the fast, boiled water cooled down, is taken «d
lilitiom, to which In certain cases some infusion of elireta
is added when nausea and vomiting ocenr. Daily abln-
tions wre performed, aud aovisit to the temple made regu-
larly as long as the strength permits. A female devote,
aged forty-five years undera fast for thivty days is said  to
have perforined her daily ablntions, earrying a pitcher of
water on her heamd to the temple in the vieinity of lier
house without mnch effort on her part. She died five
months after the observance of the thast, of an attack of
tever.  As arule, deaths do not occwr during the fast; but
a Shwvak, aged fifty-theee, has within his vecollection two
instances, hoth of females, who died atter the fast of thirty
days, within fifteew or twenty days respeetively, undoubt-
adly from the offiets of starvation,
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A case of abstinence extending over fifty-cight days is
on record sandd in view of what may be seen among the
Jain Slnmul\.\, Dr, Tanner, of Minnesota, in udnum«r his
forty days’ stavvation, only proved that in the matter of
human enduranee whiel has heen known among A‘xmtlm
from time immemorial—though the blind and groping
doctors of Enrope nnd Amerien nppenr to have overlooked
ihe tact,

determined 10 carry  on the  experinment
until life ceased, the seientifie interest would be cer-
ainly great, inasmuch as it woull determine the fact,
at least in a single mst.um-\ of the possible duration
of life withont foodd and water inoa hooman body sub-
jeeted to self-willed starvation.  And it is to be borne in
mind, that self-imposed starvation with some ohject in
view, scientific or religious, must «ditter in its offects from
inveluntary starvation “eansed by cither disense, ship-wreck
or other cireumstances,  In the one case ('mnplct(, rest
of mind is secured, preventing undne wasto of tissuos,
whereas in the other, the troubled mind and eflorts to
obtain food eausing mlml waste of tissues, would materinl-
ly hasten the fatal termination,

Had he
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OFFICIAL REPORT UPON & SCORPION
POISON ANTIDOTE,

MADFE TO THIE BARODA GOVERNMENT BY TIHE CHIFF MEDI-
CAL OFFICER OF TUHE STATE,

In the month of Februnry 1879, a certain root, reputed to
be an antidote for scorpion stings, was given to me by Rao
Bahadur Janardan Sakharam Gadgil and also ofticially
sent for trinl by His Exccllency the Dewan Sahib with
Liis momo :dated the 21st. I‘cblu'nv 1879, and endorseiment
No. 287 dated the 28th of the samo month,  This root,
has received a very fair and extended trial upto this date,
and as it has shown very satisfaetory resultg, it seeins
desirable to publizh the sae,

2. There are a thonsand and one antidotes for the enre
of scorpion stings, but some of them ave not readily pro-
curable, and others which can be procured or are at - hand,
do not generally produce the wonderful effeets which arve
m'm-lull) attributed o themw,  This root hag many advau-
tages over such reputed antidotes m.nemmln ns, (1) it s
on‘xlly procurable, (2) the manner of nsing it is very stimple
(3) it can be preserved for a long time, and (4) the resulis
acerning  therefrom are wenerally of a very satisfactory
nature,

3. The 100t in question was several times tried by Rao
Babadur Janardan Sakhavam Gadgil before it was bronght
forward as anantidote, and thus nsed publiely, Mr, Gadgil
was kind enongh to lend me some pieces and 1 had several
opportunities of testing its efficacy, and I must, in justice
to the man who first gave it to Mr. Gadgil, confess that |
had very seldom any reagson to he dissatisfied with its
results,

4. Being thus itapressed with its real efticacy, Ran
Bahadur Janardan Sakharam Gadgil and mys self thought
of giving it & more extended trial, and in view thercaf
pieces of the root were sent to all the hmpit.l]ﬂ and dis-
pensaries in His Highness's territories. with instructions
for its nse in cases of scor ]nou stings.  Regular registers
were kept at all these institntions and monthly returns
were reeeived from all,  Many eases have been reported
by the different mediceal officers and subordinates, A
statement of these cases is attached hereto,

5. From the statement it will be scen that in all 804
cases were trented with this root at the several nstitutions.
The kinds of scorpion are also mentioned i it and the
cases have been tabulated accordingly, The chief varie-
ties were (1) the black, (2), the white, (8), the other kinds,
aml (4) those that" were not. known,
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6. The following table shows the number of cases,
treated, eured, and not eured and the approximate time
required for the cures,

TanLy No, 1.

- Cured,
3 —
3 l
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3 [Other kinds. 2] 18 94 " 2f 291
4 IKind notknown] 115] 821 30 ¢} ,, |114 |

i
Total, ... 804 | G20 13(;i 19
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This table shows a very large pereentage of eases cured,
Of the 804 ¢ qET treated, uul_\, 11 cases failed to get relief,
while 793 cases have nb(mncd relief from euﬂvnn«r Ihm
shows a pcnvntuge of 8.6 of the total cases wlmh were
cured, ngainst only 1.4 per cent of cases that failed.

DLercentages of cured:

Black 6.2 White 8.9

Other kinds 100, Unknown 990.1
Total 98,6 Not cured 1.4
These results eannot hut be considored very satisfactory.
The enses mentioned above were reported upto the end of

June,  After this, some cases have ocewrred.  They ave
tabulated helow ns an addendum to the first table,
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The total of the two gives in all 852 cases,

7. Thereisonc point which Lbelicve should he mention-
ed in connection with these cases, an(l that is this: Althongh
the root rapidly causes the pain in the limb or part stnng
to disappear, still in a few cases the pain is located to the
sting for some time and it obstinately sticks to it for a few
howrs more.  The application of the rubbed root even
sometimes fails to remove this localized pain: But this was
observedonly in seventy-eight cases, (ride statement. No, I1)
that is, in about nine per cent, of the cases trented. The
tailure may be owing to want of perseverance either on
the part of the patient or the operator.

8. As the root produces such remarkable rvesults, it is
necessary that the name of the tree be made known,
From a Botanical Examination. of the plant which was
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shown to mue s )u,l(lm(r the root, I believe it belongs to
the natural order—Leguminose.—-

Sub-order,
Jliuw.’#u’.
Botanical name, Sesbaniw Egyptiaen, Marvithi name
EawtmEr ats@ 338 (white shevri without thorns,)

Guzrdthi I (Sandesri),
( Timil iﬂl"ifiﬂ{' (Kdranchembai.)
From ihe ' Maldyalam %‘r{’l (Keddngu.)
useful plants Telegu gam T (Suiminta.)
of India lny . .
Colonel Bcnfr all E[“W?ﬂ (Vayijuyanti.)
Drury. ]inull S (Jait.)
L Urdu q1EdT (Ravaseen.)
9. 'There wre two specics of this, (1) bearing white

Howers, and (2) bearing yellow flowers, (1) The white is
“of 2 kinds, (¢) thevoot of the one has o red bark and the
inmer structure of it is white. Tt is also heavy, and the
flowers arve smaller, © This is not so efficacious as the other
varicty., (8) The other has large Howers. The root is
covered with yellowish white bark  and the inner strue-
ture is yellow.  The root is lighter than the fivst kind.
This is most cfficacious, both when fresh and  dried. (2)
The yellow species yields roots which are equally effective
when fresh § when dried they arve not so efficacious.

10.  As the routs were indiseriminately supplicd by
Mr. Natekar who originally gave the root it was not prac-
ticable to ascertain the relative value of each of them in
the experiments above noted.

11, The tree is a luge pevennial one without thorns,
with oblong linear obtuse and compound pinnate leaves,
The leaflets are from ten to eighteen in pairs ; flowers
large (white or ycllow) in oxilluriz Eacemes ; calyx five
cleft, in appearance somewhat like the flowers of the aca-
cia ; legumes linear, slender, much contracted hetween
the seeds,

12, The vout of this tree s the part that is used asun
untidote fur scorpion stings,  The other parts of the tree
ure also usetul, vspm.cmlly the leaves, which are used ay
applications in rhewmatisi,

18, It may be desirable to wention that Mr. Natckar
believes that  thie degree of efficacy depends  also on
the tine when the root is cut oft” from the tree,  He
suys that the root shonld be ent when the sun begins to
decling, say after 3 Py, Healso considers that it is better
to cut them on Sundays than on other week days,  Tu all
Sanskrit works it is advised to cut vegetables in this way,
Perhaps towards evening  the circulation of the sap
thvoughout all parts of a free is more equalized.

14. The root is cut out trom the true or fulse rouvts
into small pieces about three or four inches in length, It
is washed clean and then used.  The mode of using it,
although very simple, may appear unscientific,  Passes are
made with the root from the extreme parts of the hudy
up to which the pain may have extended to the part
where the scorpion has iuficted the sting.  The root
should Lie moved  slowly over the atfected part witle one
end divected close to the skin of the part, but not touch-
ing it, say about onc-fourth of an inch distant frow the
surface of the integument,  Reverse passes should not be
made,  After a few minutes’ passes, the pain beenmes lo-
calized to the spot where the sting is inflicted 5 the oot
should then be held over it till the pain disappears.

15, If the pain at or near the sting does not disappear
ot lessen soon, the root may he rubbed with water on a
Lurd substance snd a swall quantity of it appliod over
the sting. Tt this should cause the pain to spread through
the limb or part stung, instead of causing it to disappear,
it should be got rid of by mcans of the passes of the rvot
deseribed above,

16, In very severe cases, an hour is required to bring
down the pain to the purt stung and henee perseverance
is necessary, both on the part of the person stung and the
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person nmkmo tln, passus. Sonu,timc when the root
gets dried, it fails to produce the desired results. 1t should,
Llnuuhnc, be moistened betore heing used.

17. The modus operands of this rool cannot at this
stage of inquiry be  thoroughly explained.  Physiology
and Therapeutics maintain that the action of medicinal
agents always takes place on the human cconomy through
the blood whether they are nsed internally or applied lo-
cally, in whatever form the medicine may be used 5 but
the mode of action of a dimg as described above i is not
yet recognized, and hence it may appear to the profession
to be against the known facts  of science. But whatever
may be said  of this, it s quite certain that it produces
satistctory results,  One additional fact may be here
noted,  When the root is brought neaver the skin of the
affeeted part, the paiu is intensitied and a sensatiop is felt
as though some discharge is taking place through the
part, This scnsation is lesscned as_soon as the distance
between the root and the skin is inereased.

18. I have contented myselt with the statement of
fucts as found by experiments. The rationale must be
determined by the profession. Dr. Shamsoodin J. Sule-
nman has been good enough to analyse the root andto com-
municate to e the result. The following substances
liave been found in it i—

Lron, Soda,
Caleium, Silica,
Magnesium, Sulphuric acid,
Fluorine, Carbonie acid,
Chlorine,

Potash,

Fluoriue scems to be an unisual clement i a vegetable
drug, He has also performed some experiments with the
root with a view to ascertain whether it possesses any
electric or magnetic propertics, and has come to the con-
clusion that it manifests neither,

19, T have had occasion to treat about a hundred cases
myscll with the root and in only two of the cases | found
it failed to cure.

20, Mr, Gadgil's opiuion about its action is cqually
favourable, 1t is attached hereto,

21, There awre some communications from ditferent
persons about its efficacy.  Copies of these are attached
to this papet,

22, Some people say that the relict trome pain may be
due to the effeet of imagination, and  that auy other rout
or any other substance used i asinilar wi ay may produce
the same results. This is met by the faet that voots of
the sne variety, but not of the sine species, failed to effect
any enre and that other roots used sinilarly also failed.

28, With these tacts and observations | place the root
betore the profession and the public,

24, ] hope that those who will use this root will favour
me with any observations that may occur to them,

(Signed)  Buanenaspra Krisuna,
Daroda, 10th August, 1850,

My experience of the root which cures the scorpion sting
entirely aceords with the results arrived at by D Bhialehan -
dra. - Up to this time, mnore than fonr handred cases have
been cured at my house, and almost every day new patients
come in, The average time of cure is half an hour from
the conmmmencement of the passes. | recolleet no case of
positive fuilure, the cure heing only o question of time,
Some obstinate cases taxed my paticnee or that of iy men
for- about an hour and a hall” each, hnt there was always
suecess at the end, and many apatient that cane actualiy
crying went away smiling. | had oceasion to test the
efficacy of the root in my own person, for I had a scorpion
sting lately, The pain soon diminished  under the passes
and was localized 1n the wound ; in about halt an lour 1
conld resume my oftice work. One thing is worth noting—
whereas the scorpion sting produced an intense hurning
sensation in the part stung, the passes by the root had the
efieet of producing a pereeptibly cool sensation round about
the sting as a preliminary to the extinetion of the pain in
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the wounded part. 1t s for the Medieal Prolession Lo as-
certain the snodes operandi of the antidote.

I sent the intidote to the leading otticers and others in
this city, aml have received replies from most of  them
about theiv experience in the matter, which veplies | have
sent to Dr. Bhalchandra ()nly two of them say that they
did not find the root efficneions, whereas all others tr-qtlh
to its greater or less efficacy,  Kven  these two cases of
.ulnn- are useful, for they <lm]wl the idea that the curative
virtie is not in the root, bt in the patient’s imagination.
A bad o avery old root fails to eftfect enre, but a (ruml and
fresh root. is found to relicve pain in o remarkably short
time,

(Sd,) JANARLDAN Naxaravw GAvGr,
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DR TANNER AND THE VIEDI(
ABOUT FASTS.,

DOCIRINE

BY RAD BAUADUR JANARDAN S GADGIL, LK.,
Corncillos of the Theosophical Society.

Now tlmt br. Tanner's forty days’ fast is c\cutmq publie

attention in Awmerica anl humpn it may not be inoppor-
tune to notice the Vedie doetrine on LIN‘ \ll])]('ct of the
capability of the human body to bear tast, and the theory
on which it is founded.  In the Ch h.mdo«g.n Upianizhat of
the Simveda, sixth Prapdthaka, there is a dialogne he-
tween Svetaketu and his father on the suluut. The
following is a free rendering of it as explained by Shan-
karnchdrya in his Bhdshya on the Upanishat.

The father says to the son—*The food which s lnnan
ln:mg eats, beconmes transformed after various ]rocesses
into three substanees, viz, the heaviest part of it becomes
Jerees, the widdling part of it becomes fesh, and the nicest
part of it bumnm the wmind.  The water which is drunk
becomes transformed into three substances, viz, the heayi-
est part of it becomes weine, the middling part of it be-
comes blood, and the nicest purt of it becomes the prae,
that is, the vital breath,  The substauces in which the
clement of fire predominates, such as oil, ghee, &e,, when
taken into the human systemn, become transformed  into
three substances, viz., the heaviest part of it becomes the
bones, the middling purt of it becomes the breain, and the
nicest part of it becomes the rdk or the organ of speech.
Therefore, Ol son, the mind consists of food, the prdna,
or vital breath, of water, and the vdk, or ogan ol speech,
of fire” The son says :—“Oh father, explain the same
again by an illustration,” to which the father thus replies

“Just as when the enrd i churned, the nicest part rvises
up and becomes butter, =0 the nicest part of the food
which is enten vises up (is sublimated 7)) and heconnes the
mind.  The nicest part of the water which is drunk, rises
up and becomes the prina or vital Dreathi. The nicest
of those things in which the clement of five predominates
rises up and bmumes vik o the organ of speech,. There-

fore, Ol son. the mind consists of fowd, the praae of
water, and the vdk of five,”  The son says:—* Explain,
Ol father, the same subject still further,”  The father

thercupon proceeds :—This man being has sixteen
capacities or degrees, which wax or wane aceording as the
mind receives strength o is deprived of strength by the
necession o the deprivation of the nicest part of eaten
food.  1f yvou want to know this by actual experience, take
no food for fifteen days.  You may driuk water as much
as you like : as the prdac or the vital breath consists of
waler, you wnll die if you do not drink water,”  The son
accordingly ate no food for fifteen days, amnd on the six-
teenth day, he approached his father, and said © What
shall 1 say now 7 The father said-— Repeat the Rik
Yaju, and Sim Vedas which you have studied.”  The son
sud— Oh father, I do not recolleet then,”  The father
then said to im—+ Just as a glow-worm-like ember, which
remains out of a large fire that was kindled, is nof. able to
burn much in that state, so only one out of the sixteen
degroes of your mind is now remnining, and, therefore, you
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are not able to u.coll('f‘t, the V ml'm. l‘ ollow my mlviee and
vou will again know everything.  You shonll HOW re-
commence to vat”  The son did so, and then again ap-
proached his father, The father asked him to repeat and
explain the Rigveda, &e, and he did repeat and explain
everything that was asked, W hereupon the father saild
to him, “Oh son, just as when the glow-worm-like ember
ont of the large fire when fed by (!Il\') Qrass, glows again
into o large fire aud s then able o bum a "I(‘.lt deal. in
the same manner, one ont of your sixteen ule"ww was still
existing, and when it was fed by food awd This made to
grow. you then could recolleet the Vedas,  Thus then, Ol
sou, the mind consists of food. the prine or the vital
breath of water, and the vdl: or the organ of speech of fire.”

As Dr. Tanner has now finished his self-imposed ordeal,
he will probably let the world know whether he found his
nemory  or other meutal faenlties impaired or affected,
wnd whether he found it necessary to drink water, &e.*

- ——

THE HONOURED BABU PEARY CHAND MITTRA, F.'T. N,
of Caleutta, has sent us n copv of his latest publication,
a tract bearing the title of “ Stray Thoughts on Spiri--
tualism,” in which in his peculinrly succinet and nervous
style he has epitomized much nseful information upon the
spiritnal purt and life of man.  Few foreigners }mvc 30
perfeet o command of idiomatic Knglish, and few Indians
have laboured so long and devotedly to fin the embers of
]n.mmtu, feeling in the hearts of their conntrymen,  We
take it as o ]nuh compliment that he clmulci say, as he
does in this ]mnphlct that our magazine “ should be read
by every native of India. as the ol)lcct of the Theosophi-
cal Society is to unfold the hidden treasures of Indian
literature,”

e

DAVID K DUDLEY, ESQ., M. 1),, AN AMERICAN PUYSICIAN
and Surgeon of ability and learning, and a Councillor of
the Theosophical Soctety, who has recently taken up his
residence at Bombay, and who contributed to our Augnst
number an interesting  paper upon Solar Yoleanoes, has
begun a comrse of illustrated lectures upon the Human
oye, before the Bombay Branch of our Society.  The
mhmlmtmv disconrse was exeecdingly interesting,  Dr,
Dudley is o graduate of the New York University and
the New York College of Physicians and Surgeons, two of
the most famous among American schools of medicine and
surgery, At the latter he was o fellow student with the
lamented Dr. Doolittle,

- ——— - -

WE ARE INDERTED ‘fO THE KINDNESS OF RALVANTRAO
Vinaynk Shastree, Esq., of Shastree Hall, Bombay, for the
following interesting ]".rlrml Jrom the ( /ummloqu-al
(mmlmn) Tebles of the Ene I/(‘Iup!l‘(/l(/, ]‘IP[’)'()I)(D[II(IH{I Cabi-
net Fdition of 1857, puse .)N‘)

“ 1814, * . * v s *
An Arabian philosopher at B:nssm'n transinutes, by means
of a white powder, from inelted pistol bullets into a picee of
gold, of the same weight, and valued at ninety piustres,
m the presence of M. (olqulnuun Acting Resident.”

* e ’l'nnn(_;l did use water lhl'}l!;,'hﬂlll his Ioug fnst ~Eb. 'l’ll.
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" THE ASIATIC POPULAR MAGAZINE.

CONDUCTED BY H. P. BLAVATSKY.
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY.

T Proprictors have pleasure in announcing that this useful and popular periodical will begin its Second
Volume with the issue for October 1880,  All yearly subscriptions for the ¥irst Volume will expire with the number
for September 1880, and persons wishing to continue as subscribers must remit for the new term in advance as here-
tofore.” The same rates will be charged as before ; and the price being barely large enough to cover the cost of produc-
tion, no credit can or will be given in any case.

As u guarantee that the Proprictors will fully perform every engagement they call atiention to the fact that they
liave given their subscribers to the First Volume 318 pages of reading matter instead of the 240 puges promiscd.
This is equivalent to sixtcen full monthly numbers in a twelvemonth. The magazine has also appeared promptly
at the beginning of each month, and will continue to do so in future.

The Second Volume will be even more interesting than the first, contributions having been engaged from some
of the most cminent Asiatic, European and American scholars. The magazine will, as hitherto, be the true and un-
daunted friend of the Asiatic people and champion of their ancient philosophies and religions, Its projectors ask the
sympathy and co-operation of every Aryan patiiot.
| RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION (the cash invariably tv accompuny order) as follows :—

INDIA eriressensecnesns B8 8 "STRAITS SLTTLEMENTS, CuiNa, JaPAN HaLF YEaRLY RATE FOR INDIA ... Re. 4
CEYLUN  wimvenvancsensee gy 1 AND AUSTRALIA L ennisnerennen.. 5. 8 SixGLy Cory RaTE ¥OR INpia,,,...Ans. 12

N Arricy, BEunrore axp NokTH AND SOUTH AMERICA... £ 1
Remittances of every kind payable to order of “ The Proprictors of the TurosorHIsT,” Girgaum, Bombay, India.

b
POURTII EDITION, WITH ENGRAVED PORTRAIT OF TIHHE AUTHOLR.

[SIS UNVEILED:

A MASTER-KEY TO THE MYSTERIES, OF ANCIENT SCIENCE AND THEOLOGY. By H. P. BLA.-
VATSKY, Corresponding Secretary of the Theosophical Socicty. 2 vols. large royal 8vo, of about 1400
pages, cloth extra, Rs, 25-——reduced from Rs. 30.

Opinions of Leading Journuls.

“ This monumental work * * # about everything relating to magic, mystery, witcheraft, religion, spiritualisin, which would bLe
viluable in an encyclopedia.”— North dumerican Revieo.

“ Tt must be acknowledged that she is a remarkable woman, who has read more, seen move, aud thought move than 1most wise men.
Her work ebounds in gnotations from a dozen different languages, not for the purpose of a vain display of erudition, but to substantiate her
,neculim‘ views, * * ¥ her puges are garnished with foot-notes establishing as her aunthorities some  of the profoundest writers of the past.
To a large class of readers, this romarkable work will prove of absorbing interest. * * * % Demands the carnest attention of thinkers, and
merits an analytic readiug,”— Boston Evening Transcript.

“ The appearance of erndition is stupendous. Reference to aud quotations from the most unknown and obscure writers in all languages
abound, interspersed with allusions to writers of the highést repute, which have evidently been more than skimmed through”—Y, Y. fa-
dependeitt.

« An extremely rendable and exhaunstive cssay upon the paramount importance of re-establishing the Hermetic Philosophy in a
world which blindly gelieVes that jt has outgrown it."—N Y. World,

“ Most remarkable book of the season."—Con. Advertiser,

% To readers who have never made themselves acquainted with the literature of mysticism and alchemy, the volume will furnish the
materialy for an interesting study—a wine of curious informution,"— Lvening Post.

“They give evidence of much and multifarious research on the part of the author, and coutain a vast number of interesting stories.
Personz fund of the marvellous will tind in them an abundance of eutertainment.”—.V, ¥, Sun.

* A murvellous book both in matter and manuer of treatment.  Some idea may be formed of the vavity and extent of its contents
when the index alone comprisey fifty pages, and we venture nothing in saying that such an index of subjects was never before compiled by
any human being, ® * * i}ut the book is a curious one and will no doubt find its way into libravies becnuse of the uniguo subject matter
it contains, * * * will certainly prove attractive to wll who are interested in the history, theology and the mysteries of thy ancient world.”’—
Duily Graphie.

“'I'he present work is the fruit of her remarkable course of educition, aud amply contirms her cliims to the character of wu adept in
sceret, science, and even to the rauk of a hierophant in the exposition of its wystic love,”---V. Y. Tribune.

* One who reads the book cavefully through ought to know everything of the murvellous and mystical, except, perhaps, the passwords.
Isis” will supplement the Anacalypsis.  Whoever loves to read Godfroy Higgins will by delighted with Mmne. Blavatsky, There is a great
resemblance Lctwecu their works,  Both have tried hard to tell everything upocryphal and apocalyptic. 1t is easy to forecast the recep-
tion of this book, With its striking peculiarities, its audacity, jts versatility, and the prodigious vaviety of subjects which it notices and
handles, it is one of the remarkable productions of the century.”—-V, V. /lerald.

“ In nothing does Madame Blavatsky show hor wonderful ability in a more marked degree than in her use of the Eunglish language.
Her style is singularly vigorous, perspicuous and piquant.  Her scholarship is varied and compreheusive.  ln m»:taphysicnla keenness she
#hows a power that few writers of our day have attained to. We doubt if Mes, Lewas (George Elliot), can L. called her equal in this respect.
Her critieal insight is also most remarkable. It seoms more like an intuition than the result of study, and yet that she has been a pro-
found student the authorities referred to in her work abundantly show, Frow the specimzns we have sven of its pages we cau vouch for
ity ubsorbing interest, and for the strength and fascination of the style.”"—Epes Surgeant, °

* We do not hesitats to expresy the opinion that she has made o gallunt auul] measurably successful ollort at elucidating the most
absarbing and important problems life can furnish,  If the veil of Lsis has not indeed boen swept away, ab least so many of the folds have
Treen penjoved tl'mt.we are atforded a partial insight iuto the mysteries and splendors of the Goddess, " If ouwr author bhas not  achieved an
unquestioned triumph, where such a result would have been specially gratifying, she has at least the consolation of knowine that she has
‘surpassed all her predezedsors in a tusk, complete fallure to ac hieve which would have involved no humiliation. She has pr:duceda unique
work, and it will become a classic.”— Sacramento Kecord- Union, 1
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« At will supply along-felt national want—that of some
organ through which native scholars could make them-
selves felt in the European and American worlds of thought.
No Hindu need shrink from comparing the intellectual
monuments left by his ancestors with those left by the
progenitors of any Western people.  The world has never
produced but one Vedic philosophy, and the first to fathom
the nature of the human soul were the Rishis,  Since the
TrrosorHIsT carefully abstains from politics, and its plan
is one of a Universal Brotherhood, it should be welcomed
by every sect and people throughout the world. And as
it recognizes the Aryans as the fathers of all religions and
sciences, Hindus owe it their enthusiastic support.”—T'he
Amrita Bazar Patrika, (Caleutta) September 11, 1879,

T Though it takes the reader off and far away from
the beaten paths of Western classics, few can afford to
underrate the indications of thorough scholarship and
celectic philosophy with which several articles of this
number are replete,”—Bombay Review and Indian Ad-
vertiser, October 4, 1874, )

“ e The present number is well got up and contains a
number of excellent articles on the subjects of Theosophy,
Spirit,ualism, &Cavver....The journal promises to achicve
much success and prosper.”—Indu-Prakush, (Bombay)
October 6, 1879. )

RO The new periodical will probably obtain an cx-
tensive circulation amongst the Natives.,”—Statesman,
(Caleutta) October 7, 1879, o .

Yo We have no space to do justice to all the articles
in the present number of the THEOSOPHIST, That it i a
credit to its promoters, no one will be disposed to deny.
The get-up is excellent for a Bombay press.  The Tiroso-
riistT should find many readers."—Zhe Indian Spectttor,
(Bombay) October 12, 1874,

e It is necdless to point out that a monthly maga-
zine under her (Mme Blavatsky’s) auspices cannot but
become a periodical of strong interest for the large and
varied public lying between the two religious extremes—
atheistic materinlisin on the onc side and simple orthodoxy
on the other.—1'he Iioneer, (Alluhabad) October 11, 1874,

R .We can only say this much here that the issue to

hand fully meets the expectations that were formed of
it ns to the matter it would contain.  We wish every suc-
cess to the journal it so richly deserves.”—.Native Opinion,
(Bombay) October 26, 1879. _

“ o The THrosormstT made its appearance, as pro-
mised, on the st of this month, and any one whose curio-
sity has been aroused by the niission of Madame Blz.wutxky
and her friends from Americy, may find much to interest
them in a perusal of the varied contents of the new

magazine...... "—The Times of India, October 15, 1879,
e There is a tone of elegance and scholarship about

the whole of this periudical, which almost leads Eurojwan
readers to envy it.  The translations of the Indian sugrml
documents given have the advantage of being revised
by Hindus and there is, accordingly, a decidedly Oriental
aspect to the whole work, which contrasts with the attempts
certain Cerman speculators have made to see the Vedas
through the spectacles of Vaterland if not of Vater. All
students of Oriental lore who have derived their ideas
from the current philological treatises, which are, in fact,
chictly mere dilutions of Schleicher, must peruse this work
for themselves, and, if they have patience, will be able
to understand for themselves how some Hindus accept all
the sacred writings of the Fast. A periodical of this
nature being published at the present moment niust attract
some attention on the part of the intelligent Hindus, who
(at least some of them) have not been altogether ground
down under the Mahomedan religion of .the East, Still
there is not a word in this puper which is offensive to any

cluss of theologians, To show that it js a thoroughly

OO

learned production, it is merely, necessary to indicate that
the name appearing on the cover as conductor is that of
H. P. Blavatsky, the erudite author of “lsis Unveiled,”
and one of the greatest living Oricentalists.  We wish that
the TrrosorPHIST did 1ot come out as far off as Bonbay.”
Public Opinion, (London,) November 1879,

“......lt i3 somewhat strange that the Yogn philosophy
with its mysterious rites, which had almost died in India,
and which every educated native was taught to ridicule,
should receive help from this. uncxlpcctcd guarter, and
promise to rise again to be a disputed question......... But
whatever success the journal might attain in arresting the
progress of materialism, or in gaining over advocates to its
cause, it i3 none the less certain, that it shall prove on
other grounds eminently useful to our countrymen. The
large humanity it breathes in every eolumn, the Universal .
Brotherhood it advocates, and the sympathy it extends to
all classes of people cannot but make it populur and at the
same time usefuf....."——Nat‘iw‘ Opinton, November 30,
1879. '

“...... It is a large, well-printed journal, full of intereat-
ing reading, much. of it contributed by natives of India,
and affording an insight into "the religious thought of the
far Enst...”"—The Spiritualist, (London) October 31, 1879, 1

“ ... We grect our coutemporary as a noble foe, and -
wish it all success in the domain of utility......"—7%e
Philosophic Inquirer, (Madras) January 11, 1880,

“The THEOSOPHIST has now outlived the unecessity for

a friendly notice from its older contemporaries, But we -

have taken such interest in it from the beginning of its
career, it has so well justified our interest, that we need
1o excuse for returning to it for the fourth time. The
current (January) number is teeming with topics of peculiar
value to the Indophile in scichee, art, ‘and philosophy, |
while to him who ‘reads as he runs,’ its colunins open up
fresh avenues of thought which, like so many new dis- '
coveries, fill him with glad surprises and tend to expand ”
his narrow vision. In this rezpect the establishment of the .
THroSOPHIST marks a new era in the history of modern
Aryavart; and every true Aryan heart will beat in unison .
with this expression of our sincere hope that the Turo-
SOPHIST may have a long, prosperous and useful carcer...”
Bombay Review and Indean Advertiser, Jannary 17, 1880,

“The February number of the THEosoruisT has justh
been published, and it is perhaps the most interesting for
the lovers of mystical lore of any of the series.........” .
The Bombay Gazetle, February 3, 1880,

“Its list of * additional subscribers’ throws a halg of golden
health over the columns, of this month’s 1'HEosoPHIST,
This is satisfactory. “The feast of good things’ with”
which this lusty caterer monthly provides the public has":
received accession of strength nmr savour from a Parsi and
a Moslem contributor.  This too is satisfactory......”
Lombay Review and Indian Advertiser, February 7, 1880,

“......The busy Theosophists have alrewdy created a
wide interest in their doings..."—7he Harbinger of Light
(Melbowrne). March 1, 1880, .

“......As regards the object in view in coming to Indigg
we cannot see that any other result but good can comf
of hunest endeavours to bring about a better, & close!
intimacy in thought, word and action between the variot
races to be found in the East, especially between ¢l
governing and the governed. We believe most sincere
that by far the larger portion of the evil that is at wog
in our possessions in the East, may be attributed to m '
wide gulf which separates the European ftom th’g'Nativf
—The Ceylon T'imes, June 5, 1880, L

“The TurosortusT for May is tapidly ihcrcasing ijs
merits as a high-class literary organ......We marvel at the
beauty and accuracy with which this magazine is edited,
Public Oyinion; (London), June 12, 1880, '
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